
I really enjoy jig-saw 

puzzles.  During 

most of a year, some 

years back, I completed an 8,000 piece 

puzzle picturing The Hague; a lot of work, 

but very enjoyable for eccentrics like me 

who enjoy such things.  It hangs today in 

an upstairs hallway; in a frame that unfor-

tunately cost some ten times more than the 

puzzle did itself!  But we enjoy it neverthe-

less.  I have often thought that perhaps this 

is why I enjoy family history so much.  It’s 

very much like that 8,000 piece jig-saw 

puzzle I so enjoyed long ago, but even 

much larger, as you start to find all of the 

pieces coming together.  It frankly has 

been a great deal of fun through the years, 

putting all of the collateral cousins in the 

family tree in their relative (pun intended), 

corresponding positions.   
I have actively had an interest in 

searching for my roots, as best as I can re-

member, since 1975.  I knew nothing about 

my Cline family at the time, but we 

tramped the woods and cemeteries and the 

court houses and older peoples’ homes un-

ceasingly, day after day, in search of our 

quest.  And it was on one of those occa-

sions that I discovered that my great grand-

father, for whom I am named, married 

Olivia Anne Clay.  Thus my claim to fame 

in the Clay Family is through my great 

grandmother Olivia Anne, though my own 

sir name is Cline.   
From the time of that discovery for-

ward, I also found that uncovering my 

Clay cousins was quite a bit easier than 

finding my more elusive Cline family.  

Therefore, in the case of my personal fami-

ly history jig-saw puzzle, there is a large 

blank space where many of my “Cline’s” 

should be. 
I can go all the way back to my 3rd or 

4th great grandfather Cline, but they were 

nevertheless born in this country and I have 

never been able to get any further back or 

into another country.  I have always known 

of a large “KLINE” family, sometimes 

spelled “KLEIN,” from Pennsylvania who 

goes back to Germany and who have a 

long researched legacy there.  But alas, I 

was never able to find a single member of 

this family that tied into my own clan.  I 

concluded that it was a different family al-

together and I was relegated to flying 

blindly, looking for any clues no matter 

how nebulous. 
The point to all of this meandering is 

that after forty long years of looking for 

Cline family puzzle pieces, I finally have 

had a marvelous break through!  And I 

want to share and recommend what I did to 

all of you.  I simply took two minutes and 

completed a DNA test by swabbing the in-

side of my cheek with a cotton tipped 

swab.  It’s unbelievable how easy it was 

and how reasonably priced it is.  And eve-

rything I needed came in a simple kit with 

easy instructions.  All I had to do was put 

the swab in the provided and preaddressed 

envelope and drop it in the mail. 
( See Linking page 2) 

L i n k i n g  O u r  P u z z l i n g  

F a m i l y  H i s t o r i e s  

PIECES OF CLAY 

The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and foster  
understanding of the genealogy and history of ALL branches of the Clay Family  

January-March 2015 Volume XII, Issue  1 

Pieces of Clay is published and copyrighted by the 

Clay Family Society, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Email Pat Dunford, Editor at: PoC_Editor@cox.net 

        We’re on the web:   

ClayFamilySociety.org  

A reminder that all members with 

email addresses are receiving the 

newsletter via an email attachment 

rather than through the US Mail.  
This not only saves time, effort, and 

money, but also to give you a “file” 

copy that is easier to store and easier on 

the environment. You only need to have 

Adobe Reader or other PDF reader, to 

access the publication. IF you are not 

able to read the e-publication, please let 

us know and we will be happy to help 

you or print and send you a copy. 
If you want the email sent to a 

different email address, please let me 

know. 
This change will also allow us to 

enhance the publication with exhibits 

and further research, where available.  
 Pat Dunford, Editor 
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Two or three weeks after submitting 

my results to Family Tree DNA, people 

from literally all over the world started 

coming out of the woodwork, showing a 

match with my own DNA.  All of these 

people were cousins, many from the Clay 

line, but several more matching other an-

cestors within my family tree, including 

Denmark and England. 
The most exciting “match” for me was 

a Mr. Kline who matched my DNA so 

closely that the computers predicted that 

we had an 88.7% chance of having a com-

mon ancestor within the last eight genera-

tions and a 97.37% chance in the last 12 

generations!  And I found that this Mr. 

Kline was from the same Pennsylvania 

Kline family that I had previously seen and 

read so much about, but had discarded as 

“unrelated!”  We still as yet have not iden-

tified a common ancestor between the two 

families, but predictably, we should be 

within three or four generations to do this.  

However, the exciting fact is that I now 

know for a certainty that this is in fact, MY  

Cline family.  I can accordingly, narrow 

my research by focusing only on this fami-

ly group and presently save literally years 

of time by knowing exactly in what direc-

tion to look. 
The capability of modern science to do 

this DNA processing, the reasonability in 

price and the technology to now bring this 

miracle to the individual in the home is a 

remarkable feat indeed!  I, in turn, think 

this new technology will benefit each of 

you so much that I am using my article this 

quarter to recommend in the strongest 

terms to each and every one of you to put 

your DNA on file with Family Tree DNA.  

Whether you like jig-saw puzzles or not, I 

promise that you will find your family tree 

expand rapidly and the difficulty in finding 

your ancestral and cousin pieces will di-

minish considerably!  It has been a god-

send for me.  If I had anything more to 

add, it would only be to shout, “DO IT 

NOW!” 
Connie Collins of our Society, along 

with any of us on the board, would be 

more than happy to help you get started.  

Best wishes to all of you and may you all 

have a great 2015! 
__________  
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(Cont. from Linking page 1) Cassius Marcellus Clay (1810-1903) 
American Abolitionist and Ambassador 

By Dr. Lindsey Apple  

slavery advocates intended 

to attack the office, he 

rigged a cannon to fire if 

they broke through the front 

door.  A bout of typhoid 

fever confined him to his 

bed, and probably saved a 

number of lives. 
On another occasion when 

addressing a hostile audi-

ence Clay introduced a 

unique version of “show 

and tell.”  He first pulled 

from a valise a copy of the 

constitution and said “For those of you 

who believe in the laws of man, I pre-

sent this argument.”  Then he pulled 

from the same case a copy of the Holy 

Bible and said “and for those of you 

who believe in the laws of God, I have 

this argument.” Finally, he said “for 

those of you who believe in neither, I 

have this argument,” and he laid a two 

pistols on the podium. 
Even as an old man his reputation 

caused caution.  At the age of eighty-
four he married a second time-----to a 

fifteen year old girl.  Incensed by this 

affront to community morality a posse 

confronted him at White Hall.  Their 

ardor waned significantly when he made 

it clear he intended to fight. 
It goes without saying perhaps that 

Cassius Marcellus Clay’s abolitionist 

views and his willingness to defend 

them made him a lightning rod for vio-

lence in the pro-slavery state of Ken-

tucky.  The “True American so incensed 

Lexington’s slaveholding elite that they 

broke into his office, crated his presses 

and shipped them to Cincinnati. (Their 

ardor was enhanced by the fact that he 

was bedridden with typhoid fever.)  He 

also supported John G. Fee who sought 

to establish an integrated community 

and school in Berea, Kentucky.  Fee 

would also be sent to Cincinnati.  

Though suffering frequent defeat, Clay 

kept the hypocrisies of slavery before 

the public throughout the pre-war era.  

And apparently no one had the courage 

to suggest that Cass Clay leave, at least 

in his presence. 
Clay’s tendency to violence left him 

(See Cassius M Clay  page 3) 

 The son of General 

Green and Sallie (Lewis) 

Clay, Cassius Clay was born 

on October 19, 1810 in Madi-

son County Kentucky.  He 

attended several local schools 

before his father sent him to 

study under Joshua Fry, a 

renowned educator in Central 

Kentucky.  Clay later en-

rolled in St. Joseph’s Col-

lege, then Transylvania Uni-

versity, then Yale University.  

At Yale he was deeply influ-

enced by the anti-slavery advocate, Wil-

liam Lloyd Garrison.   Clay remained a 

vocal and fearless abolitionist thereafter. 
Cassius Clay was certainly one of the 

most colorful members of a family full of 

vibrant people.  His outrageous antics 

formed a lasting reputation.  Unfortunate-

ly, the tales about Cass Clay, though quite 

amusing, detract from the story of a man 

of brilliant mind and useful service.  Clay 

might well be what John D. Gartner de-

scribes as a hypomanic personality.  Capa-

ble of prodigious expenditures of energy 

and intelligence, his risk-taking and exag-

gerated behavior can be seen by contem-

poraries as bordering on insanity.  

(Gartner’s case studies included Alexan-

der Hamilton, Andrew Carnegie, and the 

Baptist leader Roger Williams.) 
First, the stories.  Quick to anger and 

an outspoken opponent of slavery in a 

slave state, Clay was constantly at odds 

with his contemporaries.  In 1841, he 

fought a duel with Robert Wycliffe, Jr., a 

pro-slavery Kentucky aristocrat.  In 1843, 

he was attacked by Samuel M. Brown and 

several associates while giving an anti-
slavery speech.  Brown was probably a 

hired assassin.  Though outnumbered, 

Clay severely wounded Brown and others 

with a bowie knife even while being 

wounded himself.  His cousin Henry Clay 

the Statesman defended him in court, 

claiming if Cass Clay had done anything 

else he would not deserve to bear the 

name of Clay.  Exonerated and consider-

ing himself an expert, Clay wrote a gory 

treatise on the art of bowie knife fighting. 
In 1845 Clay published an anti-

slavery paper in Lexington called the 

“True American.”  Hearing that pro-
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with a reputation that has obscured his 

real importance.  In addition to maintain-

ing a voice for abolitionism, he fashioned 

one of the most telling economic argu-

ments against the institution of slavery.  

Though he believed in the inferiority of 

the black slave, he argued that slavery 

enslaved whites as well.  Moreover, it 

restricted white labor and encouraged the 

flight of investment capital thus limiting 

the growth of the state.  Historian Eugene 

D. Genovese called him “one of the most 

penetrating commentators on the eco-

nomics of slavery.” 
Clay quickly gravitated toward the 

new Republican Party.  He supported the 

presidential ticket in 1856 and spoke 

throughout the country for Abraham Lin-

coln in 1860.   In 1861 with Washington 

D.C. virtually surrounded by Confederate 

sympathizers Clay called on his Mexican 

War experience to raise a troop to defend 

the capital.  In a country debating the 

President’s right to call up troops, such 

service seemed important. 
Lincoln named Clay ambassador to 

Russia in 1861.  Some have suggested 

Lincoln wanted to remove the volatile 

Kentuckian from the nation’s capital.  In 

fact, Russia seems far too important in 

the diplomatic equation to treat it so 

lightly.  The balance of power in the Civ-

il War era would swing on help for the 

Confederacy from other nations.  No one 

knew in 1861 what France or England 

would do.  That increased the importance 

of Russia.  Lincoln brought Clay back in 

late 1862 to help him gauge the border 

state opinion on the question of emanci-

pation then sent him back to Russia.  

Though long forgotten, Clay played a 

significant role in the delicate negotia-

tions that brought about the purchase of 

Alaska. 
Clay’s final contribution suggests an 

interesting twist on his personality and 

family life.  The old curmudgeon, Cas-

sius Marcellus Clay, contributed signifi-

cantly to the woman’s movement in Ken-

tucky and the nation.  Clay’s first wife, 

Mary Jane Warfield, bore him ten chil-

dren.  While he pursued his political in-

terests Mrs. Clay worked tirelessly to 

develop the farm and complete White 

Hall, the mansion associated with his 

branch of the family.  His absence of 

about seven years, and the rumors about 

(Cassius M Clay Cont. from  page 2) his behavior, had strained relations be-

tween them.  Then, shortly after his re-

turn to White Hall a young Russian-
speaking boy appeared on the doorstep.  

Rumor proclaimed the boy Clay’s son by 

a Russian ballerina, and Clay did not turn 

him away.  To add insult to insult when 

Mary Jane left White Hall Clay filed for 

divorce on grounds of abandonment.  

Embittered by Clay’s callousness and 

confronted by the absence of property 

rights and legal protect for women, his ex

-wife Mary Jane and daughters Anne, 

Sally, Mary, and Laura devoted them-

selves to the woman’s movement.  Laura 

Clay, the youngest daughter, became a 

leader in the first generation of the move-

ment in Kentucky and the nation. 
Cassius Clay died on July 22, 1903. 

Sources: 
Cassius Marcellus Clay. The Life of Cassius Mar-
cellus Clay: Memoirs, Writings and Speeches, 2 

Vols. Cincinnati, OH:  J Fletcher Brennan & Co., 

1886.  
 Harold D Tallant. Evil Necessity: Slavery and 

Political Culture in Antebellum Kentucky. Lexing-

ton: University of Kentucky Press, c2003.  
Betty Boles Ellison.  A Man Seen but Once: Cas-

sius Marcellus Clay. Bloomington, Ind.: Author 

House, 2005.  
John D. Gartner. The Hypomanic Edge: The Link 

Between a Little Craziness and a Lot of Success in 

America. NY, Simon and Schuster, 2005.  
Paul E Fuller. Laura Clay. Lexington: University of 

Kentucky Press, 1975. 
 

I recently had an invite to see the 

finished restoration of the centuries old 

Clays ancestral home at "The Hill" Tup-

ton in North Wingfield Parish Derby-

shire, England. The owner Mel Humph-

rey kindly showed me around the whole 

building which he has carefully restored 

to its original features. It has took him 

ten years to complete the work and it is 

quite an amazing and interesting build-

ing. The present building that we see 

today was erected in the 1600s and is one 

of the finest examples of a house of its 

period that can be seen in England today. 

Investigation has proved that the house 

was built using recycled beams from 

a  previous medieval building which 

(See Ancient Dwelling  page 4) 

An Ancient Dwelling of  
the Family of Clay 

By David Clay, England, UK 

“The Hill,” a Clay house in North Wing-

field, Derbyshire, England.  

CFS Member Dave Clay of  Mansfield, Notts., visits “The Hill” in Derbyshire. 



Welcome to New Member 

died in Australia in 1885 and although 

he had 10 children the house and farm 

passed to his sister Eliza Bright (nee 

Clay). 
Today the owner has turned the 

property into a superior holiday home 

which can be enjoyed by guests at this 

special former Clay’s dwelling with 

many centuries of history contained 

within its walls. It has 8 bedrooms and 

can accommodate 18 people and is let 

out en bloc for a weekend for the winter 

price of £1,870 for the whole building or 

£2,735 for a week. (See internet site now 

called - "Hagg Hill Hall"). 
During restoration Mel found many 

interesting features and in a slot in one of 

the beams in a bedroom he found an old 

Clay pipe, a historic legacy from the 

Clays of the past. 

Learn more about the Kentucky 

Clays. Join our own Dr. Lindsey 

Apple on American History TV 

as he talks about The Family Lega-

cy of Henry Clay: In the Shadow of 

a Kentucky Patriarch.  The series 

has been saved for internet viewing 

at: 
http://Tinyurl.com/o8pbty4 

Geneva (Clay) Pritchard, Ashland, 

Kentucky, descendant of  Mitchell and 

Phoebe (Belcher) Clay. 

DO YOU FACEBOOK? 
 Material Needed for  

Pieces of Clay 
Have you solved a problem? Do you 

have research questions? Pictures? Short 

articles? Family news? This is the place for 

you! Pieces of Clay needs your material. 

Email attachments are preferable, but the 

USPS works as well. Write to 

PoC_Editor@cox.net, or 3736 N Tucson 

Blvd, Tucson, AZ 85716. 
Items for the Second Quarter 2015 is-

sue are due by March 15.  

stood on the same spot, a building which 

in those times would have been con-

structed mainly from timber. 
Specialist tests (Dandro Radio Car-

bon Dating) has been used to substantiate 

the date of the beams in the present 

house and the results of the tests are quite 

astounding as they show that the trees to 

make the beams were cut down in the 

early 1200s. 
A wealthy family by the name of 

Revell were the owners of the original 

house in the early 1500s and the Clay 

family were renting the house and farm 

from the Revells - Robert Revells will of 

1555 states -to his son "All my lands and 

tenements at "The Hill" in occupation of 

John Clay". - The Clay family who were 

tenants at "The Hill" in the 1500s had 

been in that parish for some centuries 

previous and were yeoman farmers. By 

the mid 1600s they had become prosper-

ous enough to buy the house and farm at 

"The Hill" It was at this time that the old 

medieval building was taken down and 

the beams were used in the new stone 

building that we see today. There is a 

datestone  in the building  "F+K.C. 1684" 

which are the initials of Francis Clay and 

his wife Katherine. The Clays are men-

tioned in the parish register from its be-

ginning in 1567 as being of "The Hill" 

and in one of the Clay wills it mentions a 

deed of 1675 which shows transfer of the 

property from "Francis Clay the Elder to 

Francis Clay the Younger and Katherine 

his wife" - their descendants were to own 

the house and 

farm for the 

next 200 

years or more, 

over which 

period of time 

the property is 

mentioned in 

several Clay 

wills. 
The last 

Clays to own 

the house had 

left the area 

by the mid 1800s and were renting the 

house and farm to tenants, the last one 

being Frederick Lord Clay (above) who 

became a solicitor and emigrated to Aus-

tralia but was still listed as the owner in 

the "1873 Owners of Land Survey." He 

(From Ancient Dwelling page 3) 

Elsie L (Offord) Hasson Von Steen 
21 Aug 1921-3 Jan 2015 

We regret to announce the death of Elsie 

L Von Steen, daughter of  Grayson and 

Elsie (Stein) Offord, and mother of CFS 

members Patty Hasson and Marcia 

(Hasson) Hovenden.  
Elsie came from the Mitchell and Phoe-

be (Belcher) Clay line of  Virginia and 

(now) West Virginia.  
Elsie was born in Columbus, Ohio, but 

lived in many places, including Bermuda 

and Puerto Rico, as the wife of twenty-five 

year Navy veteran Raymond E Hasson, 

who preceded her in death in 1971.  She 

later married Donald Von Steen, and they 

raised a blended family in Arkansas before 

retiring to Sarasota, Florida, where she 

died.  
Elsie had a career with Southwestern 

Bell in addition to volunteering and taking 

an active role in her church.  
She is survived by husband Donald Von 

Steen, daughters Patty Hasson, Marcia 

(David) Hovenden, and Kathleen (David) 

Rethelford, as well as step-sons Steve von 

Steen and Jim (Patty) Von Steen, and 

many grandchildren and great grandchil-

dren.  
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In order to have a quick “front and cen-

ter” way of communicating within the 

Clay Family Society  family, we have 

created a Facebook Group called Clay 

Family Society. Only members of both 

Facebook and CFS will have access to 

the group. If you are Facebook member, 

send us a note at PoC_Editor@cox.net 

or president@clayfamilysociety for your 

invitation to join, including the email 

address you use for Facebook, or look 

for us from your Facebook.  See you 

there! 

Have you paid your dues? 
Go to  

ClayFamilySociety.org/ui04.htm 
For the Membership Form 

$15/year single 
$18/year family 


