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I almost don’t know where to begin!  

So much has happened since our last 

quarter’s Pieces of Clay! 
As mentioned last quarter, I planned 

to travel to England to see our es-

teemed Honorary Member, David 

Clay.  David is an avid researcher and 

has written many articles in the past 

for our benefit.  He has also been 

helping us with DNA candidates in 

England.  It was the first time that he 

and I had ever met in person and I 

found him to be a remarkable, talented 

and dedicated historian and an abso-

lutely wonderful human being.  I spent 

two full days with him and two com-

plete evenings.  He and his wife, 

Christina, were an absolute delight 

and Vivian and I were really very sad 

to say goodbye. 
David took us to see various Clay 

sites for two whole days, traveling all 

over the area, and in the evenings, he 

regaled us with his mandolin and Rob-

in Hood songs.  We even took a tour 

of Sherwood Forest!  The picture be-

low is in the Mayor of Newark’s of-

fice and is a picture of John Clay, who 

was the brother of Hercules Clay, the 

Mayor of Newark in 1644 and also a 

direct ancestor of David Clay, our 

host. 
You will also recall that I recom-

mended DNA testing to all of you, 

and that I had personally found anoth-

er DNA match for myself on my Dan-

ish side of the family.  Her name is 

Ingeborg and she just happens to live 

in England.  As it turns out, when my 

great-great grandparents emigrated to 

the United States from Denmark, they 

left a brother behind to manage the 

family businesses.  His name was 

Kristian Rasmussen Wester and my 

“DNA match” is descended from this 

man, of whom I had no knowledge.  

See the picture of Ingeborg (my 3rd 

cousin) and two of her children on the 

next page.  We spent a day in England 

getting to know my Danish cousins 

and had dinner that very same even-

ing.  What a delight it was!  They 

were all wonderful, beautiful people. 

All of our lives are so much richer and 

more joyful through the study of  

our  ancestors and cousins we never 

ever knew existed!  
( See  President page 2 )  

E n g l a n d ,  D N A ,  a n d  

B o a r d  M e e t i n g  A c t i o n s   

By Doug Cline, President 

The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and 

foster understanding of the genealogy and history of ALL branches of 

the Clay Family  

A reminder that all members with email 

addresses are receiving the newsletter via 

an email attachment rather than through the 

US Mail.  
This not only saves time, effort, and 

money, but also to give you a “file” copy 

that is easier to store, and easier on the en-

vironment. You only need to have access to 

Adobe Reader, or other PDF reader, to ac-

cess the publication. IF you are not able to 

read the e-publication, please let us know 

and we will be happy to help you or print 

and send you a copy. 
IF you want the email sent to a different 

email address, please let us know that also. 
This change will also allow us to enhance 

the publication with exhibits and further 

research, where available.  
As always, your contributions are im-

portant to the publication! 
  Pat Dunford, Editor 
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 Doug with his cousin Ingeborg and her children. 

(President, Cont. from page 1) 
This June, the Society Board of Di-

rectors met in West Virginia.  Much 

business was discussed and decided 

and we officially kicked off the plan-

ning for our Gathering in West Vir-

ginia in June 2016.  Many other 

changes are coming soon:  For exam-

ple, the membership form found on 

our website (clayfamilysociety.org) is 

now a form that can be completed 

online on your individual keyboards 

and emailed to the Society, or printed 

out, completed and sent by USPS.  It 

was also decided to create an online 

payment capability to pay your dues 

more conveniently and quickly.  A 

committee has been appointed and is 

already hard at work.  We decided to 

move forward in becoming a 501(c) 3 

charitable organization to be able to 

more easily attract institutional funds 

in the future and to allow certain de-

ductions of expenses.  Glades Springs 

Resort in West Virginia was voted 

upon unanimously to be the site of 

our 2016 Clay Family Society Gather-

ing (See separate Article).  I am con-

vinced that this 2016 Gathering has 

the capacity to be the very best Gath-

ering ever and we are all so excited to 

share the details with all of you.  Stay 

tuned for more information and be 

sure to read the accompanying article 

as well. 
I would also be remiss by not saying 

that it has been a priceless experience 

to work with your Board of Directors.  

They all have your interests at heart 

and are dedicated to the research of 

ALL Clays, never mind the branch.  I 

can say with absolute certainty that 

they are working tirelessly for your 

benefit and expend a great deal of per-

sonal time and personal funds to be in 

your service.  It is a distinct pleasure 

to serve with them.   
Finally, we welcome, as always, 

your comments, your ideas and your 

involvement.  Please don’t hesitate to 

talk to any of us, or to contact me di-

rectly at your convenience. 

FAN Club 
When “stuck” trying to find 

something, we use the expression, 

“well, let’s just fan out and see what 

we can find.” The principle of 

searching the surroundings in a 

methodical way works in genealogy 

as well as with misplaced cars! 
Twice recently, we have seen this 

in operation with the Clay Family 

Society.  Probably most of us have 

heard the principle of “cluster 

genealogy,” as a research technique. 

“If you can’t find Joe, look for Joe’s 

extended Family, Associates, and 

Neighbors.”  Or, FAN—a term 

created by Elizabeth Shown Mills. 
People moved as family groups 

and villages, married within a 

neighborhood or town, over 

generations, and associated with the 

same people over and over again. 
In putting together the genealogies, 

Mary (Bobbitt) Richardson and Pat 

Dunford had already concluded that 

they had some connection “back 

there” with Bobbitt ancestors as well 

as the Clays. This month, new 

member Eleanor (Clem) VanHorn 

sent in her genealogy and…she has a 

Bobbitt line as well. Running the 

lines back, it turns out that Eleanor 

and Pat are 4th cousins, twice 

removed, Mary and Eleanor are 5th 

cousins, twice removed, and Mary 

and Pat are 7th cousins.  
Right now, we are looking at the 

FAN of Eleanor’s ancestor, Elizabeth 

Clay (m James Turner), to see if 

she relates to John Clay, who married 

Alcy Farley, ancestors of two more 

CFS members. 
We usually think of the 

“FANning” as being something we 

do with contemporaries of our targets 

(in Eleanor’s case, 1833, Kentucky) 

but it also applies to modern 

genealogy, where, in each of these 

cases, three different CFS members 

are researching the same people, and, 

of course, have three different sets of 

information and ideas! 
Join the CFS FAN Club today! See 

who is working on the same lines 

you are!  And, do your DNA!  
Pat Dunford 

In order to have a quick and fun way of com-

municating within the Clay Family Society 

family, we have a Facebook Group called 

Clay Family Society.  Only members of 

both Facebook and CFS will have access 

to the group. If you are a Facebook mem-

ber, look for us from your Facebook and click 

“Join.”  See you there! 

DO YOU 
FACEBOOK? 

http://www.clayfamilysociety.org
http://historicpathways.com/
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It’s simply up to you.  There are also 

manor houses and vacation rentals availa-

ble if you prefer.  And did we mention 

that a wonderful breakfast is included 

free of charge? A single occupancy room 

has one breakfast, double or more has 

two breakfasts.  The board took ad-

vantage of the breakfast at the June meet-

ing and it is great!   
Mary Akers, 

Meetings Director 

and her committee is 

working hard to plan 

a great agenda for 

your Gathering 2016 

experience.  Mary 

and husband Verlin 

are shown here with 

a gift from some of 

the Clay cousins 

they met at one of 

the cemeteries.  
We will have opportunities to visit the 

sandstone statue of Mitchell and Phoebe 

(Belcher) Clay, whose family was am-

bushed and massacred by the Shawnee in 

the late 1700s,  the Clay Memorial Park, 

and the burial sites of some of the chil-

dren at Lake Shawnee, as well as a Clay 

family cemetery in current use.  The Mer-

cer Historical Society has agreed to a 

presentation and are providing packets of 

information for each of you that isn’t 

available anywhere else.   
We hope to have pictures available 

that can be digitized for you as well as 

books with Clay genealogical information 

for sale.   
We are also working on a VERY 

SPECIAL guest to come and see us.   
There will be entertainment, wonder-

ful catered food and plenty of opportunity 

to catch up with, or meet, other Clays. Of 

course, as usual, there will be optional ac-

tivities from which you can choose.  All 

this is being planned as this is being writ-

ten.  Trust us.  This will be a Clay Gath-

ering you will not want to miss! 
We suggest you plan your calendar, 

not only for our Gathering 2016, but pos-

sibly time before and after the formal 

meeting to have a most memorable time 

with us this next summer.  Only 25 rooms 

are being reserved in the main hotel, but 

if you call early, you will be able to se-

Are you ready?  It’s not too early to 

book your room!  
The Resort at Glade Springs, West 

Virginia   
June 9-12, 2016.   

Some of us have already booked our 

accommodations!  We are allocating 

space in this Pieces of Clay to talk about 

this Gathering a year in advance because 

we are so sure that you and your family 

members (yes, children are welcome) will 

want to be part of it.  This is a preeminent 

Resort with a multitude of amenities.  

The rates that have been negotiated by 

your Board of Directors are really quite 

unbelievable for this, or any other venue. 

Feel free to go online at Glades website 

and explore what is available. 

www.gladesprings.com/ 
But to whet your appetite, here are 

just a few of the activities that you might 

enjoy:  Horseback Riding, Bicycling, 

Bowling, Movie Theater, Swimming, 

FOUR Restaurants, Canoeing, Fishing, 

THREE beautiful Golf Courses, Hiking, 

Airplane Rides, Archery, Fitness Center, 

Shuttles, Jet Boats, Laser Tag, Paintball, 

Tennis, etc. 
Yes, we will be very busy with a fan-

tastic array of Clay site tours, lectures, 

entertainment and activities while in our 

formal meetings. And… the Board has 

ALSO negotiated the same CFS Resort 

rate for two full days both before AND 

after our Gathering dates.  Doug says, 

“That’s why I booked my room for June 

7th through June 14th.  I’m staying to have 

fun both before and after an otherwise 

wonderful meeting agenda.” 
The Clay Family Society has been 

given its own dedicated telephone line at 

the Resort to book your room at our spe-

cial discounted rate of only $109 for sin-

gle occupancy or $119 for double or 

more occupancy, which includes break-

fast.  Additionally, the usual 10% resort 

fee, will be only $8 per night, regardless 

of room.  You may choose between a 

beautiful room in the main hotel (The 

Inn), or you can choose an Executive 

Suite two minutes walking distance away 

for the same price.  
Our dedicated number to call at Glade 

Springs to make your reservations is 

(877) 814-7316.    

cure your room, as well 

as one of the Executive 

Suites, if you prefer.  The 

rooms will be released 

April 25, 2016, so time is 

of the essence. If you 

have difficulty walking 

we suggest you book 

your room in the main hotel (The Inn). 

Our meetings will be held there in the 

Bright Ballroom and so will be the most 

convenient.  The Executive Suites are on-

ly two minutes away by foot and are the 

same discounted price.  There are shuttles 

available to get to other parts of the facili-

ty.  
The highlight of the gathering will be 

a presentation by Roberta Estes, known 

as not only a professional scientist and re-

searcher, but as an extraordinary speaker 

who brings the whole “DNA thing” to the 

audience in a way that is understandable 

and useable.  
Roberta has been a professional scien-

tist and business owner in information 

technology for over twenty-five years and 

an “obsessed genealogist” for almost for-

ty. In 2005, she formed DNAeXplain, a 

company that provides individual analy-

sis of DNA results and genealogical as-

sistance.  
You might want to read her blog .  
Watch the next Pieces of Clay  for an 

in depth look at Roberta’s work in gene-

alogy, especially in the Cumberland Gap. 

If you have not had your DNA done, 

watch the next PoC. 
 You see?  It pays to be a member of 

CFS!!  We are very excited to see all of 

you there with us this next June.  

Wild turkey, roaming the grounds at Glade 

Springs, sends his regards.. 

http://www.gladesprings.com/
http://www.dnaexplain.com/
http://www.dna-explained.com
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Material Needed for  

Pieces of Clay 
Get Items to  

PoC_Editor@Cox.net 
By October 1, 2015 

  

Welcome to New Members 
 Kirkwood Neighbors Organiza-

tion, an organization dedicated to 

restoring and preserving the Clay Cem-

etery, Kirkwood, in Atlanta, Georgia. 
Finney Mack Clay, Brenham, Tex-

as, a descendant of the Rev. Charles 

and Martha (Green) Clay, through their 

son, Thomas who married Mary Jane 

“Polly” (Dawson) Callahan.  
Eleanor (Clem) VanHorn, descends 

from Elizabeth Clay who married 

James B Turner about 1833 in Ken-

tucky. She was, perhaps, the sister of 

John Clay who married Alcy Farley, 

thus the William Mitchell and Martha 

Lewis(?) line.  
 William D Kenner & Linda Alber-

talli from Nashville, Tennessee . Bill is 

a descendant of Henry Clay, the states-

man, through his son Thomas Hart and 

Marie (Mentelle) Clay. 

Mary Jo (Yancey) Hale 
Founding member of the Clay Family 

Society, Jo was a descendant of Charles 

and Hannah (Wilson) Clay. She will be 

missed by all of us who met and 

enjoyed her company! 
Her son, member Robert Hale, Jr, 

gives her obituary as only a son could. 
Mary Jo Yancey Hale, born 

December 8, 1925 Texarkana, TX drew 

Her last earthly breath Sunday 

morning May 3, 2015. Our dear Jo 

ascends to a peaceful place and leaves 

Our hearts full. Preceded in death by 

parents Joel Benjamin and Susan 

Frances Mae (Clay) Yancey, husband 

Robert Frank Hale and son Douglas 

Yancey Hale.  
Jo grew up and met Her beloved 

flyboy companion of 55 years, Bob 

Hale of Dallas, TX in Little Rock, AR 

where She attended Little Rock High. 

Jo and Bob made Dallas, TX a place to 

call home for over 70 years, where She 

lovingly mothered Robert Frank Jr., 

Virginia Lynn, and Douglas Yancey. Jo 

professionally contributed to Her 

family's well being while duly 

representing the Dallas Home 

Furnishing Mart and the furniture 

industry.  
She will always be held in loving 

reverence by Her  children, 

grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Jo was not Herself, during 

recent months, but for the preceding 89 

years She was Herself. We dearly 

loved You, Mom, rest in peace and 

Our hearts eternally.  

 
Don’t Forget!  

Dues are now Annual,  
from January to December 

Go to  
ClayFamilySociety.org/ui04.htm 

For the Membership Form 
Annual Dues 

$15 single  
$18 family 

You may pay in advance as many 

years as you like: 
$30/2 years Single 
$36/2 years Family 

The forms are now “computer friend-

ly” — you may complete the form 

from your computer, print it out, and 

send it with your check! 

William Eugene Clay  
Gene passed away on April 20th 

2015. He leaves behind his wife Joan 

along with daughters Cathy, Peggy, 

Jennifer and sons Joseph and William 

Clay Jr. who is a member of Clay 

Family Society, and cousins Jerry, 

Sonya, Curtis and Curtis Jr. all also 

members of the CFS.  
 He will be remembered as a kind, 

gentle family man with 5 children and 

12 grandchildren. We will miss him. 

Those Clays do get around 

While in Virginia in June before the 

CFS Board meeting,  I was talking with a 

Jeffersonian historian and during our 

conversation, I mentioned that I was 

headed for West Virginia to meet up with 

some Clays. His response?  
“Clay? Well, that’s very interesting. We 

have a Clay who was a very close friend 

and correspondent of Thomas Jefferson.”   
“Yes,” I replied, “we know him, he was 

the Reverend Charles 

Clay.”   
Thus began a fifteen 

minute conversation 

about The Reverend 

Charles…and I’m 

grateful for Gynger 

Cook and the others 

from this line who 

had educated me!  
Pat Dunford "Thomas Jefferson by 

Rembrandt Peale, 1800"  


