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PIECES OF CLAY 
The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and 

foster understanding of the genealogy and history of ALL branches of 

the Clay Family  

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Dear Fellow Society Members, 
   Happy Holidays to all of you!  I sincerely 

hope the Spirit of the Season has 

brightened all of our perspectives and has 

helped us focus on the things that are the 

most important in our lives.  There are so 

many things that bring us joy and 

happiness.  In these times of political 

change, world strife, and personal 

aspirations, those of you reading this 

message today are among the most 

fortunate anywhere in the world.  We are 

so very blessed in every way, and it is my 

wish that we may renew and revive all of 

our efforts and hopes as we move forward 

into a New Year in 2017. 
   The Clay Family Society is also very 

fortunate.  We have had more growth this 

year than in the past decade.  Technology is 

increasing our ability to communicate and 

find our ancestral roots.  We have recently 

negotiated with Family Tree DNA to have 

a Society-appointed, perpetual 

administrator to help manage, interpret, 

communicate, and analyze these results.  

We are currently paying a temporary 

consulting fee for this service.  But more 

permanently, we have also appointed Pat 

Dunford to be the CFS liaison between 

FTDNA and our Society to manage the 

entire process and to make strategic 

decisions along the way. 
   Most all of us have cherished our 

biennial Gatherings.  We had a wonderful 

time at Glade Springs Resort in West 

Virginia last June.  In 2018 we will be in 

Mansfield, England, in the middle of Clay 

country.  In fact, your board of directors (at 

their own expense) will be traveling to 

Tupton, near Mansfield, this June to plan  

and orient our 2018 

Gathering.  We will 

actually be having 

our meeting in a 

sixteenth century 

renovated manor 

house built by the 

Clays, who were 

farmers in that area.  

Our own David Clay from Mansfield, 

England, has agreed to host our 2018 

Gathering and is already up to his eyeballs 

in planning a wonderful event for all of you. 
   I am purposely spending time in this 

article  to remind you of our 2018 

Gathering that will be in England.  I want to 

be sure to give all of you plenty of lead time 

to save time and money for the trip.  

Accommodations and food will be 

reasonable.  The biggest expense for most 

of you will be your air and ground travel, so 

you must begin early to budget for this.  

And frankly, I think most of you will want 

to spend extra time to visit Nottingham 

Castle, Sherwood Forest, Chatsworth 

House, Hardwick Hall, and Haddon Hall.  

These are all beautiful estates within 30 

minutes from where we will be.  And then 

of course, there are so many things to see in 

the country itself.  And if you don’t want to 

drive on the left side of the road, alternative 

transportation abounds! 
   In short, I want to personally invite all of 

you to join us in England in 2018.  It will be 

the most memorable Gathering in the 

history of our Society.  Start now and there 

will be plenty of time to make this happen.  

I hope I’ve convinced you! 
 

S. Douglas Cline 
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LIBRARY OUTREACH 
 
   Doug mentioned our society’s growth.  

Do you know that this includes libraries?  

To promote Clay research and foster CFS 

member growth, our newsletter now goes 

to: 
 

 Library of Virginia 
 Virginia Historical Society 
 William & Mary’s Swem Library 
 Chesterfield Co. Historical Society 
 Allen Co. Public Library 
 Louisville’s Filson Historical Society 
 Kentucky Historical Society 
 Utah’s Family History Library 

 
Where possible, we provide back issues.  

Please let us know about other libraries  
of interest. 

— Editor  

“KENTUCKY GLADIATOR” 
 

   David Clay was checking through old English newspapers when he 

found this report of an event that happened in America:    
 

Derbyshire Courier Newspaper. - 9th Sept. 1843. 
Political differences during the excitement of an election in Kentucky 

when Mr Clay said to be the son of Henry Clay had an altercation 

with a Mr Brown who assailed Mr Clay with a huge Bowie knife, cut out his left eye, 

cut off his left ear, gashed his left shoulder six inches in length and one and a half 

inches deep so that it is expected he will die.  Mr Clay had previously received a shot 

in the body from a five barrelled pistol carried by Brown and a severe blow from a 

stick from one of Browns friends. It has transpired that Brown had repaired to the 

scene with the avowed purpose of " Blowing out Clay’s brains"   if he made a certain 

political statement. Clay made the statement in question in no way personally affect-

ing Brown - Brown immediately attacked him. 
    
   This really happened...sort of.  Sam Brown did indeed 

shoot  Cassius Marcellus Clay (Sen. Henry’s second 

cousin, not his son).  However it was Clay who defended 

himself with the Bowie knife, severely disfiguring Brown 

— not the other way around.  Here is the account in Cas-

sius Marcellus Clay’s own words:    http://tinyurl.com/

jkcooqa.  If you have a subscription to Newspapers.com, 

you can read the original 1891 article:  A KENTUCKY  

GLADIATOR.  General Cassius M. Clay Talks of His 

Duels and Fights:  http://tinyurl.com/hgwasck . 
   Thanks to David for his Derbyshire find.  It just goes to show how facts can easily 

get twisted — a cautionary tale for all of us researchers! 

 

NEW CEMETERY CHAIR 
 

   The last Pieces of Clay described how 

the Pearis Cemetery is in very poor con-

dition and broached the possibility that 

our Society undertake a project to restore 

it as much as possible.  To that end, we 

asked for volunteers.  Many thanks to 

Connie Collins, who stepped forward to 

continue Charles Knighton’s work as our 

Cemetery Chair.  Having assisted him 

with applications and fundraising in the 

past, she’s the ideal person to shepherd 

future CFS-sponsored cemetery restora-

tion projects.  If you would like to help 

Connie, please drop her a line at  
secretary@clayfamilysociety.org. 
 

Pieces of Clay Needs...YOU! 
 

   Are you keen to write 

about your Clays but 

just haven’t gotten 

around to it?  We hope 

your New Year’s reso-

lutions include a little 

writeup for a future Pieces of Clay.  It 

doesn’t have to be long, and we can help.   

Send items and ideas to  
editor@clayfamilysociety.org. 

IT’S NOT TOO LATE! 
 

Don’t forget that dues are now ANNUAL from January to December.  
AND for your convenience you can pay for more than one year at a time! 

 

Dues:  $15/year Individual  or  $18/year Family 
 

We now accept ONLINE payments! 
 

   Please check your records to see if your membership has expired.  (If you’re not 

sure, contact Treasurer Nancy Cook.)  If it has, you can renew one of three ways: 
 

 Print the membership form (http://tinyurl.com/gr8elkt) and (if applicable) your 

genealogy form (http://tinyurl.com/zl22abr).   Complete the form(s) — please 

print! — and mail them with a check to treasurer Nancy Cook. 
 

 Complete the membership form (http://tinyurl.com/gr8elkt) and (if applicable) 

the genealogy form http://tinyurl.com/zl22abr) online.  (Both are editable.)  

Save them to your computer.  Pay via PayPal (http://tinyurl.com/ze39ldp) and 

attach your completed form(s) in an email to Nancy 

<treasurer@clayfamilysociety.org>. 
 

 Email your completed form(s) to Nancy, but snail mail your check. 
 
   Full instructions for renewing are on our Membership page:  http://

tinyurl.com/ja2u3m5. 
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ROBERT E. LEE AND THE MYSTERY CLAY HOUSE 

   In our last issue, you got a sneak preview 

about CFS Historian Marcia Hovenden’s 

discovery of a heretofore unknown-to-us 

Clay Farm in Richmond, Virginia.  She’s 

always on the lookout for Clays – thanks, 

Marcia! – and last July she sent me this 

puzzle:  “I wish I knew who the Clays were 

that owned this house during the Civil War.  

Mary, this is close to where you live just 

east of Richmond…at Drewry's Bluff.” 
 

http://tinyurl.com/hwwnp24    
 

…It is the famous Clay House, headquar-

ters during the War of General Lee and 

later, of Union General Butler.  It is pri-

vately owned and our tour guides con-

fessed that they had to invest a considera-

ble period of time to locate it.  
   It was one of the more substantial 

homes in that area during the War and 

was in the hands of Federal troops when 

General Lee launched a two prong at-

tack.  General Pickett and his Division 

gained control of the Clay House (Clay 

Farm) and the Union emplacements near-

by in heroic style.  General Lee wrote to 

General Anderson afterwards: "  Clays 

House, 5 1/2 P.M., 17 June 1864.  Lieut. 

Gen. R. H. Anderson, Commanding Long-

street's Corps.  General: I take great 

pleasure in presenting to you my congrat-

ulations upon the conduct of the men of 

your Corps.  I believe that they will carry 

anything they are put against.  We tried 

very hard to stop Pickett's men from cap-

turing the breastworks of the enemy, but 

couldn't do it.  I hope his loss has been 

small.  I am, with respect, your obedient 

servant, R. E. Lee, General.  For Major 

General G. E. Pickett, Commanding Divi-

sion." 
   So this was Robert E. Lee’s headquar-

ters for a couple of days in 1864.  But 

where exactly is it, and which Clays 

owned it?  

    Marcia threw down the gauntlet, so off  
I went to follow her bread crumbs.  (Sorry 

about the mixed metaphors!)  I started 

with what I knew.  A quick Google led me 

to this historical marker: 
 

http://tinyurl.com/zpz4nkr 
 

Lee’s Headquarter Marker, S-38 
To the east, Confederate Gen. Robert E. 

Lee briefly made his headquarters at 

Clay's house on 17 June 1864. There he 

received full details of the Union army's 

attack on Petersburg that began the even-

ing of 15 June 1864. Lee learned that Lt. 

Gen. Ulysses S. Grant had committed most 

of the Union Army of the Potomac to as-

sault the Petersburg fortifications com-

manded by Confederate Gen. P. G. T. 

Beauregard. After receiving the reports of 

the Federal assault on Petersburg, Lee 

realized that Petersburg stood in immedi-

ate danger. He left his nearby headquar-

ters early the next morning and went with 

most of his army to reinforce the garrison 

at Petersburg. 
… 
Physical Description of Location: Chester, 

VA 23831. Located on Jefferson Davis 

Hwy (Hwy 1), 0.6 miles south of the inter-

section of Jefferson Davis Hwy (Hwy 1) 

and W. Hundred Road (Rt. 10). Marker is 

on the left when traveling south on Jeffer-

son Davis Hwy (Hwy 1). 
    
   So the house isn’t at Drewry's Bluff.  It's 

about 5 miles farther south in Chester.  

Focusing on Chester, I looked for Clays in 

the closest census to when Lee used the 

house.  In 1860 Chester wasn't specifically 

identified.  Rather, Chesterfield Co. had 

“North” and “South” districts.  There were 

24 Clays, 13 of whom were in the South 

District – the likely district for Chester.  

13 didn’t narrow the choices enough, so I 

searched in 1870.  Voila.  Chester was 

enumerated as such, and there was only  

one Clay household:  Elizabeth H. Clay, 

age 52, farmer.  Working backward, Mrs. 

Eliza H. Clay was the head of her 1860 

household in Chesterfield’s Southern Dis-

trict.  Again, no husband.  To find the fam-

ily in 1850, I turned to Ancestry’s mar-

riage records.  There I found a Henry M. 

Clay who married Mary Ann Howlett in 

Chesterfield in 1824.  Then Henry M. Clay 

married Elizabeth H. Branch in Chester-

field in 1831.  With Henry’s name, I easily 

identified his 1850 household in Lower, 

Chesterfield Co.  Sounded like Chester to 

me.  He was also there in 1840 and likely 

before that, as his 1830 enumeration was 

in Chesterfield Co. 
   Henry Milton 

Clay’s Chesterfield 

gravestone says he 

was born 9 Dec 

1804 and died 19 

Aug 1854, so he 

didn’t live to see his 

house fall into the 

hands of Federal 

troops.  Having 

been a slaveowner, I presume he would 

have applauded its subsequent return to 

Confederate control.  Where were his wid-

ow Eliza and the children during all this?  

Perhaps one of you Civil War buffs can fill 

in the blanks. 
   A woman named 

Rachel submitted 

his Find a Grave 

record (http://

tinyurl.com/

zzn2cge) as well as 

one for what she 

called the Clay 

Family Cemetery 

“Off of Old Bermu-

da Hundred Rd., in 

Chester” (http://tinyurl.com/zvz6ps9). 
   After emailing her to find out more pre-

cisely where this is, I received this reply 

from Rachel Lipowicz:  “I'm happy to tell 

you where the Henry Milton Clay grave-

yard is.  It is on private property so I pur-

posefully give a vague address.  The site is 

at the end of Old Stage Road where it 

meets Old Bermuda Hundred Rd.  The 

building in the photo is the back of an old 

home….If you are travelling south on Jeff 

Davis Hwy from West Hundred Road  
 

See Robert E. Lee  (page 4) 
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(From Robert E Lee page 3)  

(Rt 10), turn left on Old Bermuda Hundred Road and when you get to Old Stage Road you are there.  The grave is visible from the 

road but you have to look for it.  So best to bring an extra pair of eyes and look for the old house first.  If you plan to visit please be 

respectful of the fact that this is private property and if you see someone around let them know you have come to visit the grave.  I've 

been to the site a couple of times and never had a problem with a short visit.” 
   Rachel is a very active volunteer with the Chesterfield County Historical Society, so I went there last August to meet with her and 

other CCHS volunteers.  They are a font of knowledge!  Did you know that locals pronounce Eleazar Clay’s forename “ee LYE 

zur”?  I always thought it was ee lee AY zur, and it does appear so on pronunciation websites, but they were adamant!  I guess it’s 

colloquial. 
   My meeting taught me a lot more about the Chesterfield Clays, Henry Milton Clay in particular.  He was the son of Samuel and 

Martha (Burfoot) Clay, which makes him the grandson of Eleazar and Jane (Apperson) Clay.  (To refresh your memory, see Dennis 

Nofsinger’s bio of Eleazar on our website:  http://tinyurl.com/j9wkp2s.  His description of Eleazar’s descendants extends to son Sam-

uel but not to Henry Milton.)  The CCHS folks kindly shared their Henry Milton Clay research, including a map of his property – 

clearly where Lee headquartered. 
   Being so close to the house, I HAD to keep going!  First I 

tracked down the highway marker.  It’s next to the northbound 

lanes on Rt. 1, just north of the entrance to John Tyler Com-

munity College.   
   The sign says the house is “To the east” but how far east?  

Even with Rachel’s instructions, I found myself agreeing with 

the passage that Marcia found:  “It is privately owned and our 

tour guides confessed that they had to invest a considerable 

period of time to locate it.”  Imagine my surprise when I final-

ly found it – less than a mile due south from our 2006 Gather-

ing hotel!  (See pin on map.)  We were SO close back then!  

Old Stage Road turns into gravel south of Old Bermuda Hundred Road (Rt. 618), so it 

felt like trespassing when I drove 

along it.  Someone at the house 

eyed me, so I grabbed a quick 

photo and left. 
    Rachel later sent me her pic of 

the front of the house.   
 

It confirmed what Marcia found, i.e, where 

Lee was briefly headquartered in 1864 and 

what I eventually found as well. 
 
 
 

 

   Many thanks to Marcia for leading us to Henry Milton Clay.  And many thanks, too, to the Chesterfield County Historical Society 

for all their help.  They already knew all this, but we didn’t…until now! 
— Mary Richardson 

To learn more about Henry Milton Clay’s  
family, contact Mary Richardson 

<editor@clayfamilysociety.org> 

 

Immigrant John Clay m. Elizabeth 
...Charles Clay m. Hannah Wilson 
…...Henry Clay m. Mary Mitchell 
………Charles Clay m. Martha Green 
…………Eleazar Clay m. Jane Apperson 
……………Samuel Clay m. Martha Burfoot 
………………Henry Milton Clay m. (1) Mary Ann Howlett  (2) Eliza H. Branch  
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   Individual, family, and honorary  mem-

berships now total 156!  We welcome 

these new and returning members: 
 

   Nancy Acord-Greathouse of Copley, 

OH, descends from Mitchell and Phoebe 

(Belcher) Clay. 
 

   Rogers Bardé of Par is, KY, descends 

from Rev. Charles and Martha (Green) 

Clay via their son Green. 
 

   Daniel Clark, Centreville, VA 
 

   Christine Clay & John Kauff-

mann, Lithia Spr ings, GA. 

Christine descends from Chas & 

Editha Landon (Davies) Clay via 

son Odin Green Clay. 
 

   Via their late father Bob, Elsie Clay’s 

children descend from Dr. Henry and 

Rachel (Povall) Clay. 
 

   John A. Clay of Nor th Keizer , OR, 

descends from Charles and Hannah 

(Wilson) Clay via their son Charles. 
 

   Lawrence E. Clay of Kennewick, 

WA, descends from Mitchell Clay and 

Phoebe Belcher via their son William. 
 

   Sue Ann Dexheimer of Dallas, TX, 

descends from Solomon B and Mary Ann 

Clay. 
 

   Nancy Hampton of Ar temus, KY, 

descends from Henry and Mary 

(Mitchell) Clay via their granddaughter 

Judith Clay, wife of Thos Farley.  Judith 

and Thomas’ granddaughter married a 

Clay. 
 

   Carla & David Herkner of Chester  

Springs, PA.  Carla descends from 

Mitchell Clay and Phoebe Clay via their 

son Mitchell Jr. 
 

   Mary-Katherine Maddox of Dal-

las,TX, descends from Rev. Charles and 

Martha (Green) Clay via their daughter 

Elizabeth. 
 

   Kevin West, Sand Spr ings, OK 
 

   Betty Witt of Par is, KY, descends 

from Dr. Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay 

via their son Henry.  

PIECES OF CLAY  
is published and copyrighted by the 

Clay Family Society, Inc.  All rights 

reserved.  
 
Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 
We’re on the web:   
      ClayFamilySociety.org:   
    http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 

    Clay Family Society on Face-

book:  http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 

   

Our Facebook Group is 

called Clay Family Society:  
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.   
Only members of both Fa-

cebook and CFS can access it.  If you 

use Facebook, search on Clay Family 

Society in the upper left corner and 

click “Join” on our page. 
 

See you there! 

UPDATING CFS  
MEMBERSHIP INFO 

 

   Your board has worked diligently to up-

date our Society’s membership list, but we 

know we can improve it further.  This is 

where you come in.  Please check your pro-

file on our Members-only pages (http://

tinyurl.com/guusz94) and send anything 

that you’d like to change to Nancy Cook 

<treasurer@clayfamilysociety.org>.  It 

could be contact info, a nickname, lineage 

details, etc.  If you’ve forgotten your pass-

word, please contact our webmaster Pat 

Dunford <website@clayfamilysociety.org>. 

 

PIECES OF CLAY  
TEASERS! 

 

   Look for these articles in future newslet-

ters: 

 

 Lots more about how we’re using 
DNA 
 

 Ancestors of Bobby Marvin Clay  
 

 Another Green Clay descendant who  
is buried in Arlington Cemetery 
 

 Henry Clay’s grandson mentioned  
in a recent Civil War Monitor article  
 

 Rev. Chas Green Clay, St. Anne’s,  
Albemarle Co., Virginia 
 

 Edward Clay of Braintree, Essex 
 

 2018 Gathering planning 
 

 CFS website tours 
 

   These are some my ideas plus articles that 

have already been sent to me.  Please let me 

know what else you’d like to see. 
— Editor 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY...AND MORE 

 

SEND US YOUR PIC! 

 

   Speaking of member updates, we need 

a recent picture of you for our directory 

and website.  
 

 Headshot:  2x2” 
 

 Print quality:  digital format (jpg or 

other) 
 

 Send to website@clayfamilysociety.org 

Wishing all the 

best to our Clay 

family and 

friends in 2017! 
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