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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
   Our monuments 

are increasingly 

bereft of religious 

references.  Void is 

the influence of 

religious society 

upon the public 

square.  And 

anathema it is now 

to cite holy writ    
to justify a legislative perspective or 

motive. 
   According to James Madison, often 

referred to as the father of the U.S. 

Constitution:  “We have staked the 

whole future of American civilization, 

not upon the power of the government, 

far from it.  We have staked the future of 

all of our political institutions upon the 

capacity of each and all of us to govern 

ourselves according to the Ten 

Commandments of God.”  George 

Washington agreed with his colleague 

James Madison.  Said Washington, 

“Reason and experience both forbid us to 

expect that national morality can prevail 

in exclusion of religious principle.”  

Indeed, John Adams, another of 

America’s Founding Fathers, insisted:  

“We have no government armed with 

power capable of contending with human 

passions unbridled by morality and 

religion.” 
   It has been stated that while these 

founding fathers were influenced by 

history and their accumulated knowledge 

and learning, the single most influential 

reference source for their work on the 

Constitution was the Holy Bible. 
   It is true that the Founding Fathers 

wrote that the church and the state were 

to be separate, independent entities and 

that the state should not make any law 

respecting an establishment of religion or  
 
See President’s Message (page 2) 
  

   Since the beginning of my family 

research into those sometimes-elusive 

Clay roots, I have been and continue to 

be amazed at the contribution of the 

Clay family to religion in our American 

society.  The number of Reverends, 

Pastors, Fathers, Priests, Deacons, and 

ministers is really quite astounding to 

me.  They seemed to be of all different 

stripes and persuasions, but they all had 

a common and profound impact upon 

religious thought and community 

perception as well as national 

governments. 
   My daughter has moved with her 

husband and family to Boston.  I 

recently visited her there and took the 

“Freedom Path” tour through the city, 

seeing the many long-memorialized 

sites where the genesis of our 

Constitution and government were 

formed.  But there seems to be a 

different feeling there than what I had 

encountered as a boy and as compared 

to what I have read about in years past. 
   Likewise, I spend a great deal of time 

in France where I have become 

acquainted with General De Gaulle’s 

extended family.  Years ago I was 

given, as a rare gift, the memoirs of 

Marie Agnes De Gaulle, the sister of 

General Charles De Gaulle.  After 

reading the autobiographical history of 

this wonderful woman, who suffered 

greatly for her country, her family, and 

her religion, I can’t help but compare 

the age in which she lived then to the 

cold secularism that pervades her 

country today. 
   I likewise spend considerable time in 

England.  But there again, and 

progressively, the winds of secularism 

have almost completely eroded much of 

religious society.  It is difficult to not 

be humiliated and scorned for one’s 

religious beliefs there today.  
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(From President’s Message page 1) 

prohibiting the free exercise thereof.  

Some would misunderstand this original 

intent.  But in fact, religion was made 

inviolable for the purpose of influencing 

good and wholesome legislation.  It was 

made to be unfettered and free from gov-

ernment intrusion for the very purpose of 

representing society’s conscience.  Many 

talk about the separation of church and 

state, but the Bill of Rights was written to 

guarantee religious freedom FROM gov-

ernment as opposed to government free-

dom from religion!  In fact, this was done 

so that America’s religious society could 

be a sort of “watch dog” on government 

reach and influence righteous legislation. 
   As I look how far we as a people have 

come in terms of technology, science, 

medicine, economic prosperity, and 

much, much more, I fear it may all be for 

naught if the very foundation of religious 

thought and influence is extinguished in 

an increasingly secularized society. 
   As I reflect upon our Clay forefathers, 

those pillars of religious institutions, their 

god-fearing and sacrificing families, and 

even the simple congregants who sup-

ported them, I see the impact their reli-

gious principles had upon society.  The 

good accomplished I dare say is in infi-

nite terms and is truly remarkable! 
   Do we then not have a responsibility as 

their progenitors and as partakers of the 

Founding Fathers’ divine intervention 

upon the governments of the world, to 

preserve the righteous influence of reli-

gious society that they intended from the 

very beginning?  As we discover their 

lives more fully and as we of the Clay 

Family Society honor them with greater 

historical clarity, I hope that we as indi-

viduals become more sensitive to the 

changes in our surroundings and do our 

part to influence our fellow man and 

communities for good, according to the 

pattern that has been set out before us. 
 

S. Douglas Cline 

DAVE CLAY COLLABORATES 
  

   My Dad descended from the John Clay who came to   

Jamestown in 1613.  While I’ve spent a lot of time on this 

Clay line, I totally forgot that I have a Clay connection on 

Mom’s side, too:  Edward Clay (b. c1565 Braintree, Essex, 

England) via his daughter Joanne.  Fast forward 10 genera-

tions to Mom.  I wrote to Dave Clay, our go-to guy in Eng-

land, to see if he could shed some light on Edward.  Sadly he 

couldn’t.  ‘Tis a good reminder that there are still many Clay 

puzzles yet to be solved! 

– Mary Richardson 

ERRATUM 
 

With apologies, Chesterfield Co. His-

torical Society of Virginia was incor-

rectly identified as Chesterfield Histori-

cal Society in the last Pieces of Clay. 

Speaking of authors... 
Pieces of Clay  
Needs YOU! 

 

   Are you keen to write about 

your Clays but just haven’t got-

ten around to it?  Material is 

always needed for Pieces of 

Clay.  It doesn’t have to be long, 

and we can help.   Send items 

and ideas to editor@clayfamilysociety.org. 

AUTHOR, AUTHOR!! 
 

Our Mothers' Dresses 
By Leontyne (Clay) Peck 
 
    Member Leontyne (Clay) Peck, of Charlottesville, 

Virginia, has completed her second book on the Clays, 

and it is available for purchase. 
     Leontyne's first book, Silver Children-The African 

American Family of Henry Clay, looked at the family 

and origins of Henry Clay, a free man of color in Madi-

son County, Virginia. 
     Today, she takes us a step or two further with her 

journey to find her DNA ancestors — African, Europe-

an, and American.  Our Mothers' Dresses carries forward from Silver Children 

and also introduces us to her "found cousins" in the Clay Family.  Many photos of 

"our mothers" appear in the book, and yes, their dresses! 
     For an autographed copy, email Leontyne <leontynepeck@gmail.com> or or-

der from her publisher at http://tinyurl.com/lperfx9.  
 
Mary Richardson’s article in the last Pieces of Clay, 

“Robert E. Lee and the Mystery Clay House,” has been 

reprinted in the Chesterfield Historical Society of Vir-

ginia’s newsletter The Messenger, April 2017, p. 5:  

http://tinyurl.com/mov9ou3 
  
 
 

Click on the Author, Author!! tab on the CFS website  to read more about our 

authors:   http://tinyurl.com/kq4mgmy.  If you know of others, drop us a line.  

PIECES OF CLAY  
is published and copyrighted by the 

Clay Family Society, Inc.  All rights 

reserved.  
 

Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 

We’re on the web: 
 

ClayFamilySociety.org:   
http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 

Clay Family Society on Face-

book:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 
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THE CHURCHY CLAYS 

from Thomas Jefferson and, especially, James Madison.  Vir-

ginia was the only state to seize property belonging to the 

established Episcopal Church.  The fight over the sale of the 

glebes, or church lands, demonstrated the strength of certain 

Protestant groups in the political arena when united for a 

course of action." 
   Much has been written about the early “churchy” Clays – 

more for some than others.  Since there is only room for high-

lights here, suggestions for further reading are included.  

(Some subscriptions are required.  Contact me if you would 

like assistance.)  More information can also be found in the 

Members Only pages of the CFS website.  If you are a mem-

ber but don't have access, write to  
lineages@clayfamilysociety.org to get a user name.  Be sure 

to include your choice of password. 
 

More at: 
 

Holmes, David L. The Faiths of the Founding Fathers, Oxford 

University Press, 2006. 
http://tinyurl.com/hvdb544 
http://tinyurl.com/k2ybog5 
 
Semple, Robert Baylor and George William Beale. A History of 

the Rise and Progress of the Baptists in Virginia. Richmond, VA: 

Pitt and Dickinson, 1894.   
http://tinyurl.com/lwvdbel 
 
History of the Episcopal Church (United States)  
http://tinyurl.com/llng3de 
 
Buckley, Thomas E. “Evangelicals Triumphant: The Baptists' As-

sault on the Virginia Glebes, 1786-1801.” The William and Mary 

Quarterly, Vol. 45, No. 1, 1988, pp. 33–69.   
http://tinyurl.com/mhwtruz 
 
Clay Family Society Members Only pages:   
http://tinyurl.com/lbyfhug 

 
Obediah5 (William4, Henry3, Charles2, John1)   

c1739-1815 
 

   Likely born in what is now Chesterfield County, Virginia, 

Obediah moved about 60 miles west, settling in Lunenburg 

County where he married c1763.  He served in the vicinity as 

a lieutenant in the Revolutionary War, sold Lunenburg acre-

age in 1798, and was the head of his 1810 Lunenburg house-

hold.  One source mentions “Cumberland Parish” when citing 

the Lunenburg probate of his will.  Bishop Meade wrote ex-

tensively about the Episcopal parish called Cumberland, doc-

umenting the names he found in the vestry book that dated 

back to 1746.  “I take from the old vestry-book the following 

list of vestrymen:…Obadiah Clay….”  I find no other Obe-

diah Clays in or near Lunenburg, so I believe that this vestry-

man is Obediah5. 
 

See The Churchy Clays (page 4) 
 

Editor’s note:  Thanks to CFS member Ken Hunt, who provid-

ed impetus for this article.  Thanks also to CFS board member 

Pat Dunford and to Rachel Lipowicz of the Chesterfield His-

torical Society of Virginia, both of whom contributed to it. 
 
   In his president’s message, Doug described our Clay forefa-

thers as “pillars of religious institutions,” challenging us to 

“discover their lives more fully” and “honor them with greater 

historical clarity.”  So let’s do that! 
   We all know that the earliest European immigrants to Amer-

ica were deeply religious.  The Clays were no different.  Read 

their wills and other documents, which are couched in reli-

gious terms.  For instance, here’s the will of Henry Clay 

(1672-1760):   “In the name of God amen…in the year of our 

lord Christ…thanks be to God…give my soul unto the hands 

of God…it has pleased God to bless me….” 
   The earliest of Jamestown John’s descendants engaged in 

the typical family businesses of prosperous landowners:   gen-

tlemen farmers, politicians, soldiers, and clergymen.  They 

often wore more than one hat, but of interest here are their 

roles as clergymen.  I don’t presume to know all of them, but 

several show up in the 4th and later generations after John1: 
 

John1 
..Charles2 
....Henry3 

……William4 

……..Obediah5 (c1739-1815) Episcopal 
……Rev? Charles4 (c1716-1789) Episcopal? 

…..…Rev Eleazar5 (1744-1836) Baptist 
…..…Rev Charles Green5 (1745-c1820) Episcopal 
……….Paulus Aurelius "Paul" Clay6 (1807-1880) 
……John4 
…..…Rev John Jr5 aka “Sir John” (c1741-1782) Baptist 
..……..Rev Porter6 (1779-1850) Baptist 
….Charles3 

……Henry4 (c1725-bef 1755) Episcopal  
 

   Notice that some were Episcopalians (aka Anglicans till 

c1780s), and some were Baptists.  A History of the Rise and 

Progress of the Baptists in Virginia cogently explains how the 

British Anglicans came to be opposed in America, losing fa-

vor to various protestant offshoots:  Baptists, Methodists, and 

even Episcopalians.  At times the resistance movement be-

came violent, no more so than in Chesterfield County, Virgin-

ia.  History of the Episcopal Church (United States) elabo-

rates:  "By the end of the Revolution, the Anglican Church 

was disestablished in all states where it had previously been a 

privileged religion.  Thomas Buckley examines the debates in 

the Virginia legislature and local governments that culminated 

in the repeal of laws granting government property to the 

Episcopal Church (during the war Anglicans began using the 

terms "Episcopal" and "Episcopalian" to identify themselves).  

The Baptists took the lead in disestablishment, with support  
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Eleazar Clay remained a leader amongst the Virginia Baptists 

for many years, moderating most session meetings and estab-

lishing other churches, including Salem Church (for which a 

prominent Chesterfield road is named). 
   The Chesterfield Church has 

born several names.  In early 

records it also appears as Re-

hoboth.  The Chesterfield His-

torical Society of Virginia calls 

it Clay’s Church.  Now it is the 

Richmond Primitive Baptist 

Church, housed in a structure 

that was moved to its current site – likely the same property as 

the first meeting house – in the early 20th century. 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Eleazar Clay #272 
 
Nofsinger, Dennis.  Eleazar Clay 1st Baptist minister of Chester-

field Co., Virginia, 12 June 1961.   
http://clayfamilysociety.org/ELEAZAR%20CLAY.pdf 
 
Taylor, James Barnett Taylor. “Eleazar Clay.” Virginia Baptist 

Ministers in Two Series, Series I, pp. 208-211.  New York: Shel-

don & Company, 1859.  http://tinyurl.com/mttleyr 
 
Primitive Baptist Church and Family History Research Assistance 

for Virginia, West Virginia, Washington D.C., and North Carolina.  

http://tinyurl.com/mhq2kny 
 
Find A Grave. “Rev Eleazer Clay.”  http://tinyurl.com/ker6xby 
 
Find A Grave. “Richmond Primitive Baptist Church.”   
http://tinyurl.com/kmgv4qo 

 
Rev Charles Green5 (Charles4, Henry3, Charles2, John1)  

1745-c1820 
 

   Why did Eleazar become a Baptist whilst his brother 

Charles was an Anglican?  Actually, their beliefs aligned; 

they merely chose different ways to express them.  Charles 

Green was ordained by the Bishop of London in 1769 and 

was promptly assigned to St. Anne’s Parish in Albemarle Co., 

Virginia.  But as Newcombe notes, Charles “was unusual, 

being an evangelical Anglican.  Evangelicals emphasize the 

authority of the Bible and the necessity of a personal conver-

sion known as the ‘new birth.’  Only between three and eight 

percent of the Anglican clergy in Virginia was evangelical, 

but in the Anglican parishes of the Central Virginia Piedmont 

region, it was the norm (especially in St. Anne’s…).”  Bishop 

Meade described Clay’s sermons as “sound, energetic, and 

evangelical beyond the character of the times,” even 

“experimental” and always patriotic in support of the Ameri-

can cause.  The authors of Doubting Thomas? concur; their 

blogs offer detailed analyses of the religious and political cli- 
mate in 18th century Virginia, and they repeatedly highlight  
 

See The Churchy Clays (page 5) 

(From The Churchy Clays page 3) 
 
More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Obediah Clay #262 
 
Meade, Bishop William. “Article XLV. Parishes in Lunenburg, 

Mecklenburg, and Charlotte Counties. Cumberland Parish.” Old 

churches, ministers and families of Virginia: in two volumes, Vol. 

I, pp. 482-487.  Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co., 1861.   
http://tinyurl.com/lpjbwt6 
 
Blankenship, Reuben.  Revolutionary War pension application, 

image 3 of 33 showing service under Lt. Obediah Clay.   
http://tinyurl.com/lgvcgno 
 
Oliver, Robin Clay.  Re: Wife of William Mitchell Clay, 23 Oct 

2007.  Search on Obediah:  http://tinyurl.com/mjwrel8 

 
Rev? Charles4 (Henry3, Charles2, John1)   

c1716-1789 
 

   Charles Clay, son of Henry Clay and Mary Mitchell, ap-

pears as “Rev.” in countless secondary sources, but I can find 

no proof that he was a minister.  Given when he lived, he was 

likely Anglican, but there is nothing about him in Bishop 

Meade’s history of the Episcopal church.  I suspect he has 

been conflated with his son Rev. Charles Green Clay.  (See 

Rev Charles Green5, below.) 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Reverend Charles Clay #128 
 
Find A Grave. “Charles Clay.”  http://tinyurl.com/mzfssvy 

 
Rev Eleazar5 (Charles4, Henry3, Charles2, John1)   

1744-1836 
 

   Nofsinger wrote extensively about Rev. Eleazar Clay:  ”In 

the waning years of the colonial period a new religious influ-

ence entered Chesterfield County and was to find drawn into 

its ranks a stalwart and zealous leader, Eleazar Clay.  Eleazar 

Clay was the first local Baptist minister in Chesterfield Coun-

ty, and through his untiring work and generous donations 

Chesterfield Church, the first Baptist church in Chesterfield, 

was established….The importance of the impetus which he 

gave to the Baptist movement in Chesterfield cannot be over-

emphasized….” 
   Having taken up the cause of the much reviled Baptists, 

Eleazar was baptized in 1771 and immediately entered the 

ministry.  Two years later the “Chesterfield Church” was or-

ganized, meeting in Eleazar’s barn.  Amongst the founders 

was Eleazar’s 1st cousin “Sir John” Clay.  Eleazar was or-

dained as the first pastor in May 1775, and the newly built 

meeting house, just north of the barn, was occupied three 

months later.  During that time, Sir John’s wife was dismissed 

followed by the dismissal of Sir John himself – hence their 

relocation to Hanover Co.  (See John Jr. “Sir John”5, below.)   

http://clayfamilysociety.org/ELEAZAR%20CLAY.pdf
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Bedford and Charlotte Counties.  However, his wife was from 

Chesterfield County, and he was enumerated in Henrico 

County in 1860, facts which may have contributed to confus-

ing him with Rev. Paul Clay. 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Paulus Aurelius Clay #1053 
 
Krugman, Karen, compiler.  Our Clay Family Heritage.  Produced 

for Clay Family Gathering, June 2001. 
 
Find A Grave. “Paul Aurelius Clay.”  http://tinyurl.com/kvw5mna 

 
Rev John Jr5 aka “Sir John”  

(John
4
, Henry

3
, Charles

2
, John

1
)   

c1741-c1781 
 

   A first cousin of brothers Eleazar and Charles Green Clay, 

this John Clay was usually called Sir John, likely a sobriquet 

(vs. an honorific) to distinguish him from other John Clays.  

He was born about 1741, probably in what is now Chester-

field County, Virginia.  In his short forty years he married 

Elizabeth Hudson of Hanover County, Virginia, and had 

many children, including Rev. Porter Clay and Sen. Henry 

Clay “The Great Compromiser.”  Nofsinger wrote that “John 

Clay, Jr.” lived in Chesterfield County “on the Southside of 

the…James River.  There he became a Baptist exhorter, a 

leader of lowly and despised dissenters from the politically 

and socially elect Church of England.”  Birchfield elaborates 

that he was a “rebel by temperament” and “for a time he was 

imprisoned for his zealous preaching and demands for reli-

gious freedom.”  
   Though a founder of the Chesterfield Church with his 

cousin Eleazar, he and his wife were shortly dismissed from 

the congregation and moved to her father’s large Hanover 

farm that had belonged to her father.  He ministered at several 

Hanover meeting houses, including Black Creek in the east 

and Chickahominy in the west (where he “did not prosper”).  

The latter is now known as Winn’s Baptist Church. 
   Some suggest that he was a prosperous farmer in Chester-

field and Hanover.  Others say he struggled due to the poor 

growing conditions in the “slashes of Hanover.”  Perhaps he 

prospered and then did not.  I don’t know, but he and his wife 

became affiliated with the “Traveling Church” of Baptists 

who were moving from Virginia to Kentucky in 1781.  Sir 

John’s death just before the migration stalled his family’s 

move, but his wife remarried and moved near Lexington, 

Kentucky, ten years later...which explains how Sir John’s 

prominent descendants became better known as Kentuckians. 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Sir John Clay #291 
 
Nofsinger, Dennis.  Eleazar Clay 1st Baptist minister of Chester-

field Co., Virginia, 12 June 1961.   
http://clayfamilysociety.org/ELEAZAR%20CLAY.pdf 
 
See The Churchy Clays (page 6) 

(From The Churchy Clays page 4) 
 
the relationship between Rev. Charles Clay and Thomas Jef-

ferson.  Jefferson met Clay when he moved to Monticello and 

became a vestryman at St. Anne’s.  The men bonded via their 

evangelical beliefs.  Indeed, Jefferson spearheaded the 1777 

establishment of the Calvinistical Reformed Church of Char-

lottesville.  Many of St. Anne’s parishioners aligned with Jef-

ferson and Clay, contributing financially to the new church 

and naming Charles Clay as its first pastor.  I remain unclear 

if Clay served St. Anne’s and the Calvinistic church simulta-

neously because Clay ministered to St. Anne’s till 1784. 
   Toward the end of his affiliation with St. Anne’s, Clay fell 

out with the vestry, walking away from ministering, and mov-

ing to Bedford Co. where he became a farmer, married, and 

had several children.  Only on occasion did he officiate at 

rites for his Episcopal neighbors, but he remained in close 

touch with his lifelong friend and neighbor of 50 years, 

Thomas Jefferson. 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Charles Green Clay #274 
 
Meade, William, Bishop. “Article LI. St. Anne’s Parish, Albe-

marle County.” Old churches, ministers and families of Virginia: 

in two volumes, Vol. II, p. 48. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & 

Co., Vol. II, 1878.  http://tinyurl.com/lz7bzdn 
 
Beliles, Mark A. and Jerry Newcombe. Doubting Thomas? The 

Religious Life and Legacy of Thomas Jefferson.  New York: Mor-

gan James, 2014.  http://tinyurl.com/kfynxqq 
Search on “charles clay.”  Of particular note:   
Overview:   http://tinyurl.com/lfteyt2 
Jefferson’s Early Years, Regarding Religion, Early 1770s:  
http://tinyurl.com/macjsf5 
Synopsis (click on Read more):  http://tinyurl.com/ky9x4uf 
 
National Archives Founders Online.  Jefferson Papers, five letters 

between Thomas Jefferson and Rev. Charles Clay, 1773-1790.  

http://tinyurl.com/koxmdq6 
 
Find A Grave. “Rev Charles Green Clay.”   
http://tinyurl.com/lql6qbw 

 
Paulus Aurelius "Paul" Clay6  

(Charles Green
5
,Charles

4
, Henry

3
, Charles

2
, John

1
)   

1807-1880 
 

   According to Bishop Meade, the Episcopal parish of Man-

chester in Chesterfield Co., Virginia, was taken from Dale 

Parish in 1772, and Rev. Paul Clay was the minister there for 

one year (1785).  Our Clay Family Heritage, p. 21, says that 

Charles Green Clay’s son Paul A. was a minister in Manches-

ter Parish.  However he wasn’t born till 1807, so I believe 

Paulus Augustus Clay has been conflated with the as yet uni-

dentified Rev. Paul Clay.  Paul A. Clay’s occupation wasn’t 

enumerated in 1850, but he was a farmer in 1860 and 1870,  
and he was a carpenter in 1880.  He lived most of his life in  

http://tinyurl.com/kvw5mna
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http://tinyurl.com/macjsf5
http://tinyurl.com/ky9x4uf
http://tinyurl.com/koxmdq6
http://tinyurl.com/lql6qbw
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the late Senator’s debts, they had just enough money to move 

to Illinois where her son lived.  About 1839 hostility with his 

stepson along with other family tensions – she was a social 

climber, but he wanted a simple religious life -- forced Porter 

Clay from his home. 
   Being destitute, he accepted some assistance from Henry 

though he declined to live at Ashland, relying instead upon 

support from his various congregations.  In his last years he 

was an itinerant preacher, moving frequently throughout Illi-

nois and nearby states till he settled in Arkansas in 1848.  His 

final home was in Camden, Arkansas, where he organized the 

town’s first Baptist church and died a few months later. 
   Porter Clay’s life was a roller coaster of successes and fail-

ures, ending on the downside.  He seems to have inherited the 

rebelliousness of his father and first cousins.  Theirs was reli-

gious, and his became so, but he bucked long before that and 

seemed restless.  Numerous contentious and controversial 

relationships shaped his life.  For instance a Frankfort Baptist 

Church dispute with an influential member devolved to litiga-

tion, leading Birchfield to describe him as “abrasive,…at best 

stubborn, inconsistent, and quibbling. His unwillingness to 

engage in a solution ended his affiliation with the church and 

the pulpit in Kentucky. Unlike his famous brother, Porter 

Clay was not a Great Compromiser.” 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  none 
 
Birchfield, James D.  Porter Clay, A Very Excellent Cabinetmaker 

– Part One: Biographical Account.  Journal of Early Southern Dec-

orative Arts, Vol. 35 (2014), p. 105.  http://tinyurl.com/mqdxfel 
 
“A Story of Two Brothers.”  The Sandyland Chronicle, Vol. 2, 

No.2 (Feb 2002), pp. 3-4.  http://tinyurl.com/luhh998 
 
Clay, Sen. Henry. “Biographical Sketch of Rev. Porter Clay.” The 

Baptist Memorial and Monthly Record, Vol. X., pp. 212-214. New 

York: Z.P. Hatch, 1851.  http://tinyurl.com/l6trjub 
 
Find A Grave. “Rev Edwin Porter Clay.”   
http://tinyurl.com/l7vaz7h. 

 
Henry4 (Charles3, Charles2, John1)   

c1725-bef 1755 
 

   In The Clay Family, p. 72, Mary Rogers Clay documented 

him as “Henry Clay, Vestryman of Dale Parish, Chesterfield 

County, 1751,” inferring that he was an Anglican.  I have yet 

to find a corroborating source, but being a vestryman was 

more common than not back then. 
 

More at: 
 

CFS members-only ID:  Henry Clay #589 
 
Smith, Zachary F. and Mary Rogers Clay.The Clay Family. Louis-

ville, KY: John P. Morton & Co., 1899.  http://tinyurl.com/l5fhzs7 
 

See The Churchy Clays (page 7) 
 

(From The Churchy Clays page 5) 
 
Birchfield, James D.  Porter Clay, A Very Excellent Cabinetmaker 

– Part One: Biographical Account.  Journal of Early Southern Dec-

orative Arts, Vol. 35 (2014), p. 105.  http://tinyurl.com/mqdxfel 
 
Albert, Gary. Pioneer Refinement: Kentucky’s Mitchum Family 

Silver Purchased from Asa Blanchard. Journal of Early Southern 

Decorative Arts, Vol. 35 (2014), p. 147.   
http://tinyurl.com/mrq3jh4 
 
Ranck, George W. The Travelling Church: An Account of the 

Baptist Exodus from Virginia to Kentucky in 1781 under the Lead-

ership of Rev. Lewis Craig and Captain William Ellis. Louisville, 

KY: Press of Baptist Book Concern, 1891.  
http://tinyurl.com/ke2w8gj 
 
Semple, Robert Baylor and George William Beale. A History of 

the Rise and Progress of the Baptists in Virginia. Richmond, VA: 

Pitt and Dickinson, 1894.  http://tinyurl.com/lwvdbel 
 
Find A Grave. “Winns Baptist Church Cemetery.”    
http://tinyurl.com/l3734ds 
 
Black Creek Church history:  http://tinyurl.com/lnruaq6 
 
Find A Grave. “Black Creek Church Cemetery.”  
http://tinyurl.com/lka6qm6 

 
Rev Porter6   

(John5, John4, Henry3, Charles2, John1)   
1779-1850 

 

   Sen. Henry wrote that his younger 

brother Porter was born in the “Slashes, 

in Hanover county, Virginia, in March, 

1779.”  His father, Sir John5, died when 

he was two.  After his mother remarried, 

the family moved near Lexington, Ken-

tucky, in 1792.  There, Porter was appren-

ticed to a cabinet maker until he fell out 

with his master, whereupon his brother 

Henry bought out his contract.  Though 

very talented, Porter came to dislike cabi-

net making, so after several years he became a lawyer.   
   As a young man Porter Clay was a Deist, but in his mid-
thirties, he did an about-face and joined his mother’s Baptist 

church.  He came to believe that being a lawyer was “an un-

holy Calling” in conflict with his new faith.  In Frankfort 

where he was serving as Kentucky’s state auditor, he 

“reconciled both church and state as a prominent Baptist and a 

public official” and became very active in the Frankfort Bap-

tist Church where he was ordained in 1824.   
   His downward spiral began five years later when he lost his 

wife, daughter, brother, mother, and stepfather in just under 

four months.  He soon married the widow of a prominent U.S. 
Senator, whose highly desirable farm was mired in debt.  Sub- 
sustainable, so the Clays were forced to sell it.  After settling  

http://tinyurl.com/mqdxfel
http://tinyurl.com/luhh998
http://tinyurl.com/l6trjub
http://tinyurl.com/l7vaz7h
http://tinyurl.com/l5fhzs7
http://tinyurl.com/mqdxfel
http://tinyurl.com/mrq3jh4
http://tinyurl.com/ke2w8gj
http://tinyurl.com/lwvdbel
http://tinyurl.com/l3734ds
http://tinyurl.com/lnruaq6
http://tinyurl.com/lka6qm6
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(From The Churchy Clays page 6) 
 

Other Churchy Clays 
 

   There are others about whom we know little.  For instance, 

an Eli Clay represented Virginia Baptists before the Virginia 

General Assembly in the late 1770s. 
   We are also unclear about Thomas Clay who married Anna 

Powell and avoided Revolutionary War military service by 

claiming to be a Baptist minister in Dinwiddie County, Vir-

ginia.  After a dispute in Amelia County about his Baptist 

credentials, Amelia officials let him off the military hook in 

1777. 
    A pattern of restlessness, rebelliousness, and interpersonal 

conflicts was manifested in the religious convictions and pro-

pensity to migrate that characterized many of the early Clay 

clergymen.  Might this be true for other “churchy” Clays 

about whom we know less?  Or other Clays for that matter?  

We do not know why John1 migrated to Jamestown, but per-

haps he, too, was similarly motivated.  If you can further our 

knowledge or just share your thoughts, please write me at 

editor@clayfamilysociety.org. 
– Mary Richardson 

More at: 
 

Robert Young Clay papers photocopied by Shirley Wilcox and 

Mary Richardson at the Library of Virginia 17 September 2014. 
 
Dorman, John Frederick.  Adventurers of Purse and Person, Vir-

ginia, 1607-1624/5.  Baltimore, MD: Genealogical Publishing 

Co., c2004-c2007 

Clay Family Gathering 2018 
 

   2018 is going to be a great year! The 

CFS board is traveling to the Midlands of 

England this summer to find the "perfect 

place" for the 2018 Clay Family Gather-

ing. There are several families of Clays 

in the counties surrounding Derbyshire, 

and we consider that to be a good starting 

point. 
   Since most of the Clays represented in the Society appear to 

come from England, and we have several English Clays par-

ticipating along with the American Clays in our CFS Genetic 

Genealogy study, who knows what the next year will bring? 

Watch for more news after June – we hope you will consider 

joining us! 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 
   Martha (Cline) Harber is CFS member  Mary Stag-

naro’s sister and CFS Pres. Doug Cline’s cousin.  They are 

double descendants from Mitchell Clay and Phoebe Belcher 

because their distant Clay grandparents were first cousins.  
    
   Sue Daniels descends from Mitchell and Phoebe via son 

Henry who married Rhoda Elizabeth Shrewbury/Solesbury.   
  
  Daniel Perrigan descends from Henry and Rachel 

(Povall) Clay via their daughter Mary Ann (Clay) Dawson. 
 
   Jonathan Moreland descends from two of Thomas and 

Elizabeth (Moore) Clay’s sons.  Can anyone help us identify 

Thomas’ parents? 
 
   Steven Robert Clay descends from an immigrant Clay  

ancestor who was born in Lancashire, England, going back to 

17th century Derbyshire. 

In Memoriam 
 

   CFS board member Jerry Clay shared this sad news:  “It is 

with sadness that I announce the passing of my brother Mi-

cheal Curtis Clay at age 79.  His son Curtis Clay and grand-

daughter Heather Brabazon are also members of CFS. 

Thank you in advance for your condolences….”  Michael’s 

obituary is at http://tinyurl.com/m6gkxon. 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

     Our Facebook group is 

called Clay Family Society:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.   
   Only members of both Facebook 

and CFS can access it.  From Face-

book, search on Clay Family Society 

in the upper left corner and click 

“Join” on our page.  See you there! 

WHY JOIN THE CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY? 
 

A CFS membership offers numerous benefits: 
 

 Pieces of Clay newsletter 

 Access to the members-only pages of the CFS website, 

including the member directory, extensive lineage data-

base, and publications (Pieces of Clay and Gathering 

Books) 

 Access to the Clay Family Society Facebook page 

 Participation in the CFS biennial Gatherings 
 

   If you haven’t yet paid your 2017 dues, complete instruc-

tions are on the CFS membership page:  http://tinyurl.com/

lcaabd2 .  Membership and genealogy forms are also included 

in your mail for your convenience.  If you are unsure of your 

membership status, email  
membership@clayfamilysociety.org. 
   With an up-to-date membership, you may request authori-

zation to access the CFS members-only pages and/or the CFS 

Facebook page.  Email your request, including desired pass-

word, to lineages@clayfamilysociety.org. 
 

mailto:editor@clayfamilysociety.org
http://tinyurl.com/m6gkxon
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9
http://tinyurl.com/lcaabd2
http://tinyurl.com/lcaabd2
mailto:membership@clayfamilysociety.org
file:///C:/Users/Mary/Documents/GENEALOGY/CLAY/CLAY%20%20Newsletter/PoC%202017%20Qtr%201/lineages@clayfamilysociety.org

