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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
meat.  Clark is 

purported to have 

said later in life, 

“Now why would 

they come by that 

wayward place just 

then, I ask ye?  But 

they did and we 

bought the food 

from them and made a hot chowder, only 

about a mouthful apiece, but it was 

enough to give us strength to attack, and 

the next day, it was Hamilton (the British 

General) who surrendered the fort.  It 

was Providence I tell ye, Providence!” 
   So stealthful were Clark’s men that the 

British were caught off-guard, finding 

themselves surrounded in that faraway 

place in the dead of winter.  They 

surrendered Fort Duquesne to the 

Americans without firing a shot. 
   Most of us believe that America was 

delivered from a dreadful and most 

crippling loss during the Revolutionary 

War.  And most of us today can trace our 

lineages to many of those revolutionary 

soldiers and even to those who fought 

against them. 
   The American Revolution wasn’t the 

first time that Englishmen rebelled 

against their king.  About a century 

earlier, Oliver Cromwell led the 

Parliamentarians or Roundheads in a 

dreadful civil war against King Charles I 

and his “Royalists.”  The mayor of 

Newark was a man named Hercules 

Clay, who was loyal to the King.  While 

under siege by the Roundheads for 

several days, Hercules dreamed three 

nights in succession that they had set his 

home on fire.  Being so overcome by the 

vividness and lucidity of his repeated 

dream, he immediately gathered his 

family together and fled his home.  He  
 
See President’s Message (page 2) 
  

   George Rogers Clark, one of the 

greatest generals of the American Rev-

olutionary War (and incidentally the 

older brother of William Clark of the 

Lewis and Clark expedition), was asked 

in later life to what he attributed his 

extraordinary success in his defense 

and capture of the Northwest Territory 

for the United States and the securing 

of its northern border.  His answer was 

quite astonishing for a hardened com-

mander of a loosely held group of very 

independent, vulgar mountain-men sol-

diers, especially considering that he 

himself was an older broken down man 

nearly pickled with alcohol due to his 

many tragic disappointments in life 

after the war. 
   It can truthfully be said that had Gen-

eral Clark not been successful in secur-

ing the Northwest Territory, the Ameri-

can Revolution would certainly have 

been lost.  Clark’s men, half naked and 

starving (most had not eaten in several 

days) tramped endlessly onward 

through cold wintry conditions toward 

Fort Duchesne, close to the Canadian 

border where the British area command 

was headquartered.  Often they trudged 

in ice water, sometimes up to their 

necks, holding high their muskets so as 

not to ruin their powder.  By Clark’s 

own admission, the only thing that kept 

him going was his knowledge that if he 

faltered, his men would have turned 

back.  Even if they reached Fort Duch-

esne, they were in no condition to fight 

squirrels, let alone the well-trained men 

of His Majesty’s army. 
   They had just flopped ashore out of 

the ice water.  Scarcely a man could 

stagger, their heart fires about gone to 

ashes, when all of a sudden, going right 

past them in this middle of nowhere, 

were some squaws in a canoe with a 

kettle of corn and a hunk of buffalo  
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(From President’s Message page 1) 

had no sooner done so than a bomb, aimed at the Governor’s 

house, landed squarely on the roof of the Clay home, and 

passing through every floor, engulfed the entire house in 

flames! 
   In commemoration of the miraculous (Providential) circum-

stances of his and his family’s deliverance, Clay left a large 

sum of money to be distributed annually to charity.  A plaque 

in the parish church memorializes the event as does a tradi-

tional sermon that is preached on each and every anniversary 

of the bombing.  It has become known as the “Bombshell 

Sermon.” 

   There are many examples of Providence in the history of 

our private and public lives.  The vital breath of god-fearing  
people everywhere is, in fact, Providence.  It is prayed for,  

Pieces of Clay needs 

YOU! 
 

   Are you keen to 

write about your 

Clays but just 

haven’t gotten 

around to it?  Ma-

terial is always 

needed for Pieces 

of Clay.  It doesn’t have to be long, 

and we can help.   Send items and 

ideas to  
editor@clayfamilysociety.org. 

hoped for, and experienced in some way or fashion by the 

vast majority of all of us. 
   Along with my fellow Clay Family Society board members, 

I invite you to experience the lives of our English ancestors –  
both foes and patriots – by attending our biennial gathering in 

June 2018.  We have explored the stories and legends of the 

Clays on this side of the Atlantic.  Now is the time to see 

where they all came from in the first place!   
   Your board of directors is traveling to England in just a few 

days to see “up close and personal” the very town of Hercules 

Clay and all of the many other Clay sites, memorabilia, and 

minutia that will be of interest to all of you next year.  We 

will be determining the exact dates, times, and costs to attend 

this most wonderful and eventful Clay Gathering in the very 

heart of Clay Country! 
   So begin planning now.  Put aside time in your calendar.  

Watch for the details to come soon.  And most of all, may 

Providence smile upon you in such a way that you can all find 

a way to be with us in England in 2018!  We earnestly want 

to see you there! 
S. Douglas Cline 

 

Editor:  You can read more about Hercules Clay and the 

Bombshell Sermon at http://tinyurl.com/y95wcx7u. 

 

MORE THOUGHTS ON  
THE CHURCHY CLAYS 

 
   The previous Pieces of Clay featured 

an article about Clays who served in 

various religious capacities. 
   Connie Collins followed up, sharing 

that “My Thomas family is related to 

Lewis Craig of The Traveling Church,” 

the band of Baptists who moved from 

Virginia to Kentucky in 1781, ultimate-

ly leading to the significant Clay pres-

ence there, notably Sen. Henry Clay. 
    And Doug’s letter in 

this issue inspired me to 

read more about George 

Rogers Clark.  He was 

born into an Anglican 

family in Albemarle 

Co., Virginia, and was 

about 17 when Rev. 

Charles Green Clay became minister of 

St. Anne’s Parish there.  Perhaps one of 

our members can enlighten us on this 

possible “small world” connection!  

 

                                — Editor 

Would you like to see your ancestors’ 

pictures in our newsletter?  I’ll start!   
 
Here are my 4g-grandparents:   
John Davidson Brown married Re-

becca Clay Pearis in 1811. 
 
Please send your pics to  
editor@clayfamilysociety.org. 

 
Mary Richardson   

SPEAKING OF PICs... 
 

PLEASE SEND US YOURS! 
 

   We still seek recent pictures for  

many of our members.  If you don’t 

see your pic on our website’s mem-

bers-only pages (http://tinyurl.com/

lbyfhug), please send the following to  
website@clayfamilysociety.org: 
 

 2” x 2” headshot 
 

 Print quality:  digital format (jpg 

or other) 
 

Thanks! 
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GETTING THE 

MOST  
OUT OF YOUR 

DNA 
 
   The Clay Family Society is delighted that some thirty-
four Clay Surnamed Males (CSM) have obtained Y-DNA 

kits from FamilyTreeDNA (FTDNA  http://tinyurl.com/

c6afxk) or other vendors and have contributed their results 

to the Clay Family Society DNA Project (http://

tinyurl.com/ydbdc2a2). 
   Have we had success?  Well, yes.  Not necessarily for the 

biiiiig questions, such as which of my immigrant ancestors 

came to the colonies, who was he, and where did he come 

from?, but more on the micro-level where some folks are 

identifying lines that match each other and how those lines 

have carried down to today. 
   Not only do we have many Americans participating, but 

we have several men from England participating as well.  

Most of our Clays in the CFS appear to have United King-

dom forebears, but it is probable that some have German 

ancestors, given that the German surname Kley was quick-

ly changed to Clay some time after immigration.  The larg-

er the group we have, the more likely it is that connections 

will be made.  Right now we are recommending that men 

test with the Y-37 marker test, as that gives a picture of 

relationships within the primary immigration period.  

Where we find many “cousins” who can’t figure out the 

closer relationships, there is a reason to increase the mark-

ers to 67 or even 111.  That is, of course, up to the partici-

pant. 
   The CFS thinks so much of this project that we have 

contracted with Jennifer Zinck, a professional genetic-
genealogist, to assist us down the correct path. 
   If your surname is Clay or you have a male relative with 

the surname of Clay, we strongly suggest that you or your 

relative participate.  Many of us from “daughtered out” 

lines have found cousins and uncles from male lines and 

contributed to the cost of their tests. 
   NOW it is possible that you have done a test, and we 

don’t know about it, because you don’t know about the 

Clay Project at FTDNA. We have at least nine members 

who could test, but we don’t know that they have.  
   For all the women out there, we will be working hard in 

the next few months with the “Family Finder” autosomal 

test.  Autosomal tests are conducted by several organiza-

tions, and each has its points, but we would certainly like 

to include you in our study.  Please keep us informed about 

your progress and challenges! 
 
Pat Dunford 
Lineages@ClayFamilySociety.org 

 

SENATOR HENRY CLAY’S CANE 
 
   Doug recently heard from Joseph W. Lindsay Haley, III, 

who seeks our help: 
 

   My father's female line in Kentucky is of the Lindsay 

and Collins family.  My great great grandfather Dr. 

Opie John Lindsay was a student and friend of Henry 

Clay during the time Sen. Clay was teaching at Tran-

sylvanian College and later after Lindsay was awarded 

a degree in medicine.  I have a copy of a Senior Paper 

of Dr. Lindsay's of 1832, given to me by the College 

Library.   
   Dr. Lindsay at some point was 

given a silver-headed cane, a gift 

from Henry Clay.  When his 

daughter Alice married my great 

grandfather Washington L. Col-

lins, he received the cane as a 

wedding gift.  It is now in my 

possession.   
   There is a humorous story of 

Dr. Lindsay and fellow students, 

riding to a town nearby to claim 

the body of a man who was con-

demned to hang.  They talked the 

man into donating his corpus to 

the medical dept. for a last meal 

and some money for his widow.  

Drawing lots to see who would 

carry the body on horseback, 

Lindsay lost.  His horse put up 

with this infringement until a few 

miles from the home stable.  When the animal broke 

into a canter, the body started making noise, and the 

horse bolted uncontrollably, flew into the stable, and 

dumped Lindsay in a pile of manure.  A student body 

tale for some period.     
   I am told that my great great aunt Lindsay (a wealthy 

lady) had some of Henry Clay's furniture, including one 

of his desks.  I am sorry to say that I have no idea what 

happen to those pieces.   
   If you find any other record or information on these 

gentlemen's relationship, I would be pleased to be made 

aware of it.  
 
My Thanks 
Joseph W. Lindsay Haley III 
Tallahassee Fl. 

 
   What a great story!  If you can help Mr. Haley, please con-

tact me at editor@clayfamilysociety.org, so I can connect you 

with him. 
 

— Editor  
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   Since many of us have Virginia roots, I thought there might be interest in “Jamestown,” a new TV series that dramatizes life 

there in 1619, just six years after the arrival of John Claye.  Brought to the screen by Gareth Neame of Downton Abbey fame, it 

is already airing in the UK.  The following article (http://tinyurl.com/y78pozxd) by Troy Jefferson of the Virginia Gazette is re-

printed with permission from the editor-in-chief of the Daily Press, which serves Hampton Roads, Virginia.  

— Editor 

"JAMESTOWN" SHOWCASES VIRGINIA HISTORY 

May 10, 2017 
 

   Riding the coattails of "Downton Abbey" popularity, 

"Jamestown" made landfall in the U.K. last week and is hop-

ing to come to the United States.  
   The new show aims to educate its audience on the state's 

history. 
   "Jamestown" is an eight-part drama series set in 1619 that 

follows the early days of the first permanent English settlers 

as they embark on their new lives, according to a news re-

lease from the American Evolution 2019 Commemoration. 

The 2019 Commemoration hasn't found a network to air the 

show on yet. 
   "We hope the series entices viewers to learn more about the 

real history in the historic places and properties in Virginia," 

said Kathy Spangler, executive director of the 2019 Com-

memoration. 
   The 2019 Commemoration is focused on showing how Vir-

ginia has changed over the years and highlights key influ-

ences. 2019 will mark the 400th year since African slaves 

arrived with settlers to the country, the first meeting of the 

House of Burgesses, the arrival of the first large group of 

women settlers, the first official English Thanksgiving and 

the first representative legislative assembly in the New 

World. 
   The cast of male settlers includes Max Beesley, Jason Fle-

myng, Dean Lennox-Kelly, Shaun Dooley, Stuart Martin, 

Steven Waddington, Matt Stokoe and Burn Gorman. The 

female settlers are played by Naomi Battrick, Sophie Rundle 

and Niamh Walsh. 
 

   "Jamestown" premiered on Sky 1 in the United Kingdom on 

May 5. 
   Spangler said she saw the first episode and was impressed. 
   "It had a number of twists and turns. It was very much a 

dramatic series," Spangler said. "The first episode focused 

heavily on the women's arrival, which is one of the historic 

elements of the American Evolution 2019 Commemoration." 
   Carnival Films, which produced "Downton Abbey," also 

produced "Jamestown." 
   "During the later seasons of 'Downton Abbey' I was think-

ing about the formula of the show, the ensemble nature of the 

cast, the close-defined precinct and the very clear central mis-

sion that the characters were involved in. I wondered if there 

was another world to immerse ourselves in, where we could 

enter another single precinct and follow and root for a group 

of characters," said Gareth Neame, executive producer, in a 

news release. 
   Spangler said she hopes people will watch the show and 

have a better understanding on how history relates to the 

world today. 
   "I hope this series brings visibility to Virginia and the 400-
year history that really has help America become what it is 

today. We hope it builds curiosity to learn more," Spangler 

said. 
 
Jefferson can be reached by phone at 757-790-9313. 
 

Want to see a trailer of the new show? 
Visit: http://tinyurl.com/y9sqvdxk  
 
Copyright © 2017, The Virginia Gazette 
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CLAY FAMILY GATHERING 2018 
 

   Watch this space in the next Pieces of 

Clay, so you can start planning to join 

us.  Your board will be visiting Derby-

shire, England, later this month to deter-

mine the logistics of next year’s Gather-

ing.  We’ll have lots to share soon!  
   In the meantime, whet your appetite by 

searching on “travel derbyshire” for 

loads of great sites and images.  And if you haven’t seen 

“Secrets of Chatsworth”...or even if you have!...you can view 

it at pbs.org (http://

tinyurl.com/y8v5wbcs) or 

Netflix (http://tinyurl.com/

y6v6m33o) to learn the fasci-

nating history of the Caven-

dish family. 
   Enjoy! 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

   Our Facebook group is called Clay Family Society:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.   
   Only members of both Facebook and CFS can access 

it.  From Facebook, search on Clay Family Society in 

the upper left corner and click “Join” on our page.  See 

you there! 

WHY JOIN THE CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY? 
 
A CFS membership offers numerous benefits: 
 

 Pieces of Clay newsletter 

 Access to the members-only pages of the CFS website, 

including the member directory, extensive lineage data-

base, and publications (Pieces of Clay and Gathering 

Books) 

 Access to the Clay Family Society Facebook page 

 Participation in the CFS biennial Gatherings 
 

   If you haven’t yet paid your 2017 dues, complete instruc-

tions are on the CFS membership page (http://tinyurl.com/

lcaabd2), and your mail includes  membership and genealogy 

forms for your convenience.  If you are unsure of your mem-

bership status, email membership@clayfamilysociety.org. 
   With an up-to-date membership, you may request authori-

zation to access the CFS members-only pages and/or the CFS 

Facebook page.  Email your request, including desired pass-

word, to lineages@clayfamilysociety.org. 

PIECES OF CLAY  
is published and copyrighted by the 

Clay Family Society, Inc.  All rights 

reserved.  
 

Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 

We’re on the web: 
 

ClayFamilySociety.org:   
http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 
Clay Family Society on Face-

book:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 

MEA CULPA 
 

   Many apologies again to the several members who did not 

receive the last Pieces of Clay when I initially emailed it.   I 

still don’t know what happened, but I’ve taken steps to try to 

prevent it going forward.  You can help, too.  I send the Pieces 

of Clay from mrichson@ix.netcom.com, so please make sure 

that my address is whitelisted.  This will tell your provider not 

to block what I send you.  Whitelisting usually entails adding 

an address to your address book on your provider’s website, 

but check with your provider to be sure.  If you don’t know 

how to do this, I’m happy to help. 
 
Thanks, 
Mary Richardson 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 
   Debra (Bailey) Johnson of Hazen, AR, descends from 

Mitchell Clay and Phoebe Belcher via their son Mitchell Jr. 
 

   Shelby Riddle of Birmingham, AL, descends from Arch-

ibald Clay (1808-1886 Nottoway Co., VA). 
 

   John Stewart Clay of Southpor t, NC 
 

   Liam Clay of Bournemouth, England.  His mother  was 

a Clay whose line reaches back to the late 16th century in and 

around North Wingfield, England (http://tinyurl.com/

k3fwtyr) – close to our 2018 Gathering locale. 

       ——————————        
   In our last issue, we welcomed new member Jonathan  
Moreland and requested assistance to identify the parents 

of his ancestor Thomas Clay.  Many thanks to member Janis 

Hendrick, who has researched Jon’s Clay family and was 

able to add that Thomas had a brother named James in Pike 

Co., Ohio. 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK! 

LIBRARY  
OUTREACH 

TEASER 
 

   Just enough room 

here to tell you that 

I’ve contacted a 

premier genealogical 

organization to add 

the Pieces of Clay to 

their collection.  

They welcome fami-

ly newsletters, so 

fingers crossed.  Stay 

tuned!   
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