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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
   What a wonderful time of year!  And it is certainly so, much 

because of the lights and the tinsel and the music of this time.  

Over time the trappings of marketing and the selling of mer-

chandise have overshadowed one of the greatest purported 

events of human history - the birth of the Son of God.   
   The biblical text suggests that He [God] came down from 

heaven, was made flesh and dwelt among us, and came by 

water and blood, being made from a woman.  Thus, we cele-

brate God sending His Own Son among us, wrapping himself 

in flesh and being made in the likeness of men. 
   What a thought!  What an incredible story!  Is it any wonder that Christmas is the 

greatest celebration of the year, celebrating the biggest event of all history? 
   There are many who believe this story, and there are those who do not, and then 

there are those who believe parts of the story in different ways.  But few would de-

ny that Christmas is a time for celebration, for charity, for goodwill, and for the gift 

of humanity being bestowed over and over again upon each other.  I doubt that any 

other holiday has spawned as many stories of goodness and love as has Christmas 

time.   
   One of my favorites is A Christmas Carol by the 

Englishman Charles Dickens.  I never tire of this most 

human story of lowly Bob Cratchit and of his ill and 

crippled boy Tiny Tim.  And how the wretched and 

abusive Ebenezer Scrooge is haunted by ghosts of the 

past, present, and future on Christmas Eve.  And how 

his heart is finally softened, and he gains the Christmas 

spirit of giving and the goodwill embodied by the holy 

Christ child. 
   As a young boy, it was stories like this and the stories of Robin Hood and many 

others that inspired within me a love for England and the British Isles.  I loved the 

English accent and all of the merry tales of yore.   
   It was two hundred years before Charles Dickens that John Clay the immigrant 

arrived in Jamestown.  He very possibly came from the branch of Clays that lived in 

and around Nottinghamshire, very close to Thoresby Hall where we will be meeting 

next summer.  We don’t have any proof of this, but there is some evidence that 

makes us think this could be the case. 
   Your board of directors has now been there and seen the countryside, including 

many Clay properties and possessions that reveal how they may have lived and how 

they worked and fought for their families and their beliefs.  We now get to be reu-

nited with many of you, you of our own Society family, in Nottinghamshire where 

we can visit Sherwood Forest, Chatsworth Hall, and Clay country in the midlands 

of England.  
   We have announced on several occasions that our Seeking Our Roots Gathering 

2018 will be held at Thoresby Hall in England from June 25th to June 29th.  We  
 
See President’s Message (page 2) 
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(From President’s Message page 1) 

have been gratified by your response.  We originally reserved 

a small block of rooms, but very soon thereafter we had to 

increase the number because of the large and early interest.  

Having blown through our original block of rooms, we have 

added more to be sure that we have enough available for all 

who want to join us.  I should 

mention now that additional 

rooms are subject to availa-

bility, so the sooner you send 

your registration form and 

non-refundable deposit, the 

better your chance of being 

able to stay with us at Thor-

esby Hall.  The rooms ARE limited, and we want every par-

ticipant to be able to join us there. 

   For those who wish to attend but who have not yet regis-

tered, the Gathering registration documents are included after 

the last page of this newsletter.  Also for the attendees’ con-

venience, this newsletter includes a wealth of travel tips.  We 

hope it’s helpful.  If you need more information, please con-

tact me at sdouglascline@gmail.com. 
   Though we won’t be meeting at Christmas time, the magic 

of merry old England will certainly be there at our Gathering.  

In the meantime, may I be one of the many who wishes you 

and your family a very merry Christmas indeed, and I person-

ally hope that you will feel the joy of the season and recall 

again the renowned story of God’s coming to earth and living 

amongst us as an exemplar of goodness and charity and peace 

for all of us.   
MERRY CHRISTMAS!! 

 

S. Douglas Cline 

CLAY FIELD TRIP IN CHESTERFIELD COUNTY, VIRGINIA 

   CFS member Diane Walsh and I 

both live near the Clay sites in Ches-

terfield, so we decided to go on a field 

trip.  We met up at the Chesterfield 

Historical Society of Virginia on Oc-

tober 23rd and headed out from there.  

I’d been to most of them, so I drove 

(though I did get turned around a few 

times!).  We started at the VA Histori-

cal Marker – “Lee’s Headquarters” – 

next to John Tyler Community Col-

lege:  http://tinyurl.com/zpz4nkr.  You 

may remember that I wrote about it in 

“Robert E. Lee and the Mystery Clay 

House” (Pieces of Clay, Vol. XIII,  
No. 1, p. 3). 
   On our way to that house, we drove 

past the Chester hotel where the 2006 

Gathering was held.  Back then, we 

had NO idea that we were so close to 

a significant Clay site! 
   Diane and I couldn’t quite get there 

due to construction, so we drove on to 

our next stop, which I’d only recently 

discovered – the VA Historical Mark-

er about Eleazar Clay:  https://

tinyurl.com/y8pt5hd6.  Rev. Eleazar   

Clay was profiled in “The Churchy 

Clays” (Pieces of Clay, Vol. XIV, No. 

1, p. 4).   

   We knew to head south, just as the 

marker said, and chose a route that 

took us to the site of Eleazar’s first 

church (https://tinyurl.com/y87nqcah).  

   Then we continued on to Eleazar’s 

home site and grave.  Those of you 

who attended the 2006 Gathering will 

recall that Greg Hatcher guided us 

there.  Back then the graves were rela-

tively accessible, but sadly they’re now 

hard to find – extremely overgrown, 

including tricky brambles.  We took 

pics to document where they are,  
including  this closeup of Eleazar’s 

grave – it’s the 

gray box in the 

center of this 

jungly mess. 
   Moving a bit 

west, we chose 

not to stop at the 

grave of Henry 

Clay (1672-1760) 

because we’d 

both been there before, but we did drive 

past it to try to find the school track that 

was purportedly built over some Clay 

graves (per an historian at the Chester-

field Historical Society of Virginia). 
   Our last stop was in a large neighbor-

hood called Brandermill.  There are 

four graves there, protected from devel-

opment.  One is still very prominent – 

the barrel-vaulted tomb where Eleazar’s 

son Phineas was originally buried. 
   Diane and I had great fun getting to 

know each other as we visited all these 

Clay sites.  The Eleazar historical mark-

er and the site of his first church were 

new to me, but the place that really 

struck me was the overgrown grave site 

where Eleazar and other family mem-

bers are buried.  It’s far worse than the 

deteriorating and treacherous Pearis 

Cemetery that I found last year in Giles 

Co., Virginia.  Maybe we can undertake 

a cleanup of the Eleazar graveyard?  

Count me in! 
 

— Mary Richardson 
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MEMBER QUERIES 

CFS member Rick Pickwick seeks assistance to determine 

the parents of his ancestor Mary (Clay) Brackett.  He has 

posted additional information at Find A Grave:  https://

tinyurl.com/ybz8hj2s. 
— Editor 

 

   I am the 4th great grandson of Mary Clay and Isaac 

Brackett III.  My cousin, Dr. Michelle Brown, and I are 

trying to find any information – pictures, stories, or rela-

tives (cousins, brothers, parents, etc.) – about Mary, Isaac, 

and their family, so I am appealing to anyone who might 

have an old family record.  Isaac Brackett had an oxen 

team and helped to build roads in New Hampshire and 

Massachusetts.  He married Mary in 1819 in Roxbury, 

Massachusetts.  We only know that she was supposedly 

born about 1790-1793 in the Milton, New Hampshire, area.  

Isaac was born 16 July 1791 in Rochester, New Hampshire, 

in a part that is now in Milton.  So Mary was probably born 

in the same area (though Massachusetts or southern Maine 

(York County?) are other possibilities).  Regardless Milton 

has no record of Mary or Isaac.  They moved to the Mans-

field/Sterling/Stowe, Vermont, area – probably in the early 

1820s.  There, Mary and two of their children (Daniel and 

Bathsheba) died in 1830, perhaps from a disease that went 

through at that time. 
   Isaac and Mary had seven children: 
 

   1)  Daniel Brackett (abt 1820 - abt 1830) 
   2)  Rebecca Sarah Brackett (abt 1821 - 1884) m. 

Sampson Burke Brown 
   3)  Hannah Brackett (abt 1822 - ) m. a Mr. Hawse 
   4)  Mary A. Brackett (abt 1823 - ) m. Stephen Brown 
   5)  Bathsheba Brackett ( - 1830) 
   6)  Ada Brackett m. a Mr. Twitchell 
   7)  Priscilla Brackett (abt 1827 - ) m. Benjamin B. Brown 
 
   After Mary died, Isaac married Susan Green, by whom he 

had another four children.  Isaac and Susan are interred in 

Stowe’s Sterling Cemetery. 
   We do not know the parentage of Mary Clay.  Might any-

one have a will that lists Mary (Clay) Brackett or her chil-

dren as heirs?  Can you help us find more information 

about these people:  Mr. Hause, Mr. Twitchell, Sampson 

Burke Brown and wife Rebecca Sarah Brackett (my 3rd 

great grandparents), Benjamin B. Brown and spouse 

Priscilla Brackett, Sheppard B. Brown and spouse Betsey 

Burbank, Stephen Brown and spouse Mary Ann Brackett, 

Manley Brown and spouse Rachel (?), Asa Brown and 

spouse Ann McFee and their children. 
   We are interested in all information you might be able to 

share.  Please contact me, Richard Pickwick, at 603-524-
4628 or massage1@earthlink.net or 28 Hurricane Rd.,  
Belmont, NH 03220. 

   CFS member Joyce Lesich requests your help to identify 

some of the unknowns in an old family photo.  In particular, 

she wonders if the woman who is seated fourth from the left 

might be her 4g-grandmother Elizabeth Eveline (Clay) But-

ler (abt. 1812-1888).  Elizabeth was a g-granddaughter of 

Henry Clay and Lucy Green, which makes Joyce a descend-

ant of immigrant John Clay.  Her comments below outline 

the pertinent part of her lineage, and her full Clay line is 

posted on our Members Only pages:  https://tinyurl.com/

yanfc8y2.  Others in the photo are likely the children (and 

spouses) of Joyce’s 3g-grandparents Andrew and Delitha.  

Please contact her at jfamilyfinder@aol.com if you can help. 
 

— Editor 
 
My direct line is through: 
   Mary Emma (Dickson) Pemberton 
   Elijah Jeremiah Pemberton (her husband) 
 
Mary Emma's parents were: 
   Andrew Jackson Dickson 
   Delitha (Butler) Dickson (b. Campbell Co., VA) 
 
Delitha’s parents were: 
   James Butler (son of Jonathan Butler & Elizabeth Harris) 
   Elizabeth Eveline Clay (dau. of Stephen Clay & Elizabeth  
       Dearing) 
 
I will only name those, for now, of which I am sure, as they 

are my direct ancestors.  Seated from left to right: 
 
Front Row  
   #2 Andrew J. Dickson 
   #3 Delitha (Butler) Dickson 
   #4 Delitha’s mother (Elizabeth (Clay)Butler or sister? 
 
Back Row 
   #7 Elijah Jeremiah Pemberton 
   #8 Mary Emma (Dickson) Pemberton 
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 Get a passport.  If you already have one, renew it if neces-

sary.  Either way:  https://tinyurl.com/ybfqcv8x  
 

 Sign up for Global Entry, which includes TSA Pre-Check:  

https://tinyurl.com/y7x3l6v3.  It will expedite you through 

U.S. security, both international and national.  It can take 

up to three months to get Global Entry clearance, so now 

is the time to submit your application. 
 

 Purchase travel insurance.  It may or may not include 

health insurance.  Check if your medical plan doesn’t suf-

ficiently cover you, especially abroad.  Many of us on the 

CFS board have used Allianz Global Assistance (https://

tinyurl.com/7pwcpgp – includes very informative travel 

considerations).  Your AAA may offer it, but it can be 

purchased elsewhere as can alternative insurance plans.  

Emergency Assistance Plus (https://tinyurl.com/ycn68778 

is another medical option.  Many AAAs offer it, so check 

with yours before you buy it separately. 
 

 If you want maps, the UK’s national mapping agency 

Ordnance Survey (OS) produces high resolution paper 

ones, which can be ordered at https://tinyurl.com/

y9ox7l37.  This site also has online versions similar to 

Google Maps, but I prefer the digitized OS maps at 

Streetmap:  https://tinyurl.com/229f.  Search on Thoresby 

to see how it works. 

 

 Exchange your home currency for pounds, so you’ll have 

some cash on hand when you arrive.  If you need more 

once you’re in the UK, you can use an ATM, but you 

might get nicked with service charges. 
 

 Scan all your travel documents:  passport, Global Entry, 

tickets, insurance, medical info, and anything else you 

may need.  Put them in an accessible place, e.g., mobile 

device, cloud storage, family or friends back home, etc. 
 

 Add Viber, WhatsApp, or the like to your mobile devices 

to minimize the costs of calling and texting.  I don’t use 

WhatsApp, but for Viber I know that everyone I want to 

contact must also have it installed and kept open on their 

devices. 
 

 

 Doctor’s Tips for Healthy Air Travel:  https://tinyurl.com/

y7nqgw9m 
 

 Prevent blood clots:  https://tinyurl.com/yavqm82c.  Read 

Roberta Estes’ experience:  https://tinyurl.com/yavb2872.  

And check with your doctor! 

 

By air, two ports of entry are the easiest:  London’s Heathrow 

Airport (LHR) or Manchester Airport (MAN). 
 

 From LHR (145 miles to Thoresby) 
 

Rental car:  Drive is about 2 hours 40 minutes.  See 

https://tinyurl.com/y8qrhnv3. 
 

Train:  Take the London Underground or  a taxi to 

Kings Cross station in London.  From there, take the 

Hull or York train (direct) to Retford train station in Not-

tinghamshire (1 hour 30 minutes).  Get a taxi from there 

to Thoresby.  See train and taxi details below. 
 

 From MAN (72 miles to Thoresby) 
 

Rental car:  Drive is about 1 hour  45 minutes.  See 

https://tinyurl.com/y8foycay.  
 

Train:  Navigate to the Manchester  airpor t train sta-

tion to travel to Retford station (typically with one 

change).  Get a taxi from there to Thoresby.  See train 

and taxi details below. 
 

 Buses:  National Express buses run from both Manches-

ter and London to near Thoresby.  However, the trips are 

lengthy and may require walking and transfers.  Check 

https://tinyurl.com/ycl5sjxz for details. 
 

 Taxi Details  
 

Between Retford and Thoresby (about 15 minutes): 
 

Malcolm’s Taxis, phone 44 01777703333, quoted £20 

per taxi one way:  https://tinyurl.com/ybqkeu4u 
 

A2B Taxis, phone 44 01777700777, quoted £22 per  

taxi one way. 
 

At Thoresby for local rides:  Acorn Taxi Company, local 

phone 0 1623 861685. 
 

 Rental Car Considerations 
Make sure you’re comfortable driving on the left side of 

the road.  Also verify that you can get an automatic if you 

don’t want a stick shift. 
 

 Train Details 
UK National Rail site (stations, timetables, maps, phone 

numbers, and more):  https://tinyurl.com/5n7w9.  See also 

Trainline:  https://tinyurl.com/jx3lmuu. 
 
If you’d like to share other tips, please send them to  
editor@clayfamilysociety.org.  Thanks! 
 

— Mary Richardson 

GATHERING TRAVEL TIPS 
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PIECES OF CLAY  
is published and copyrighted by the Clay Family 

Society, Inc.  All rights reserved.  
 

Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 

We’re on the web: 
 

ClayFamilySociety.org:   
http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 
Clay Family Society on Facebook:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 

   Our Facebook group is called Clay Family Society:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.   
   Only members of both Facebook and CFS can access 

it.  From Facebook, search on Clay Family Society in 

the upper left corner and click “Join” on our page.  See 

you there! 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK! 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

 

CFS DUES 
 
   Our separate membership forms – application and geneal-

ogy – caused confusion, so we’ve now merged them into 

one:  https://tinyurl.com/lcaabd2. 
 
   Many of you have subscriptions that will expire on De-

cember 31st.  We don’t want to lose you, so please renew! 
 

   Here’s what you need to know.  Annual dues are good 

from January 1st to December 31st.  If you pay between 

January 1st and November 15th, your membership runs to 

the end of that year.  If you pay between November 16th 

and December 31st, your membership runs through Decem-

ber 31st of the next year. 
 

   Members who do not renew by March 31st are removed 

from the Society, including Pieces of Clay distribution and 

access to the Members Only pages on the CFS website. 
 

Dues:  $15/year Individual  or  $18/year Family 
 

For your convenience you can pay for more than one 

year at a time! 
 

AND you can pay online! 
 

   Please check your records to ascertain the status of your 

membership.  If you’re not sure, contact Treasurer Nancy 

Cook at treasurer@clayfamilysociety.org. 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 

   David  Philip McPhetridge, brother  of CFS member  

Charline Rambaud.  They descend from Matthew Cabiness 

Sr. and his wife Hannah Clay, who married in Prince George 

Co., Virginia, in 1734. 
 
   Brenda Ajamian descends from immigrant John Clay 

via the marriage of Isham Belcher and Elizabeth Clay. 

 

STILL SEEKING PICs 
 

SEND US YOURS! 

 

    We need a recent picture of you for our directory 

and website.  
 

 Headshot:  2x2” 
 

 Print quality:  digital format (jpg or other) 
 

 Send to website@clayfamilysociety.org 
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11 November 2017 
 
Dear Clay Family Society members, 
 
Your board has worked diligently to plan our next Gathering.  Seeking our Clay roots 

has always guided our mission, so when the 2016 Gathering attendees voted resound-

ingly to hold our next Gathering in England, your board was off and running! 
 
We visited England, saw lots of Clay sites, and chose a venue.  Now it’s time for you to 

register.  We do hope that you can join us! 
 
Attached is a copy of this letter plus the registration information and form.   
 

 Please read the registration information on page 1 carefully and save for future 

reference.  It does not need to be submitted with your form and payment.   
 
 Then complete the registration form on page 2.  Your pdf software may allow 

you to key into each field.  Then save it and print.  Alternatively, you can print 

page 2 and complete it by hand.  Please print legibly! 
 
 If you have more than two in your party, complete enough additional forms to 

include everyone.   
 
 Write one check for your entire party and mail it with your completed page 2 

form(s) to President Doug Cline. 
 

 Send an email to Doug <sdouglascline@gmail.com> to alert him that your mail 

is headed his way. 
 
 
We can’t wait to see you next June in England! 
 
S. Douglas Cline 
President, Clay Family Society 

mailto:sdouglascline@gmail.com


Seeking Our Roots 
 

June 25-29, 2018 
Thoresby Hall 

Nottinghamshire, England 
 

 

CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY GATHERING REGISTRATION 
 
By now you know that this is our most special Gathering ever because we’ll be visiting where lots of Clays 

lived in England – perhaps yours!  We’ll be headquartered in the heart of these Clays at Nottingham’s Thor-

esby Hall (http://tinyurl.com/ybnptr66) beginning Monday, June 25th and ending Friday, June 29th. 
 

Thoresby Hall is one of the “Great Houses” of England, carefully restored and renovated including a modern 

wing that caters to the adult crowd.  It includes elevators and level walks – a rarity in some old houses.  
 

A mere $400 per person covers all four days at Thoresby:  your hotel room plus a full daily breakfast, a full 

nightly dinner, and professional entertainment each night.  Another $50 covers a special dinner and transpor-

tation to the venues on our itinerary, bringing the four-day total to $450 per person. 
 

Non-members are also welcome at the same price and will receive a one-year membership with their regis-

tration, good through December 2019.  But of course, only Society members will receive preferential access 

to our block of reserved hotel rooms.  So to absolutely secure a place, we advise that non-members join the 

Society beforehand, as we do not know exactly what our total attendance will be. 
 

We strongly suggest that you register as soon as possible to ensure that we can make room for all of you who 

desire to be with us!  Registrants 1 and 2 will share a room unless you indicate that each wants his or her 

own room. 
  

As the Society has already paid a non-refundable deposit to reserve our block of rooms, your reg-
istration must be accompanied by a non-refundable deposit of $200 per person.  The balance of 
an additional $250 per person will be due by 31 Mar 2018.  Please DO NOT contact Thoresby di-
rectly about your reservation because Thoresby requires that CFS coordinate this process. 
 
Thoresby is an adult-only hotel, so unfortunately we will miss some of our favorite young people who aren’t 

yet 21.  If you plan to bring younger attendees, you should make other lodging arrangements for them and/or 

yourselves nearby.  This can be done by visiting www.farmstay.co.uk, www.airbnb.com, or a multitude of 

other sites.   
 
We know that all of you have busy lives, and even though we are planning far in advance, it is always possi-

ble that something may happen to disrupt your travel plans.  If you are concerned about airline tickets and 

your non-refundable deposit, we suggest you consider buying travel insurance that will reimburse your ex-

penses should you need to cancel.  This is readily available at reasonable premiums. 
 
If you have questions, please contact President Doug Cline at sdouglascline@gmail.com. 
 
P.S.  For the convenience of our U.S. members, costs are expressed in dollars and are based on today’s ap-

proximate exchange rate.  Any difference between this rate and the 31 Mar 2018 rate will be covered by 

CFS.  We will gladly contact non-U.S. attendees privately to provide the costs in pounds. 

Please register 

ASAP 
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Emergency Contact:  ___________________________________________ 

 
Phone:  ________________________________________ 

 

Non-Refundable Deposit Due 

NOW 
 

Check # _________  for  $ ________ 
 
Pay to Clay Family Society 
 

% S. Douglas Cline 
P.O. Box 540 
Draper, UT  84020 

Balance Due  
By 31 MARCH 2018 
(if not already paid) 

 
$ _________ 

 

OFFICE USE ONLY 
 

Check # _________ 
 

Date       ______________ 

PLEASE 

PRINT 
Registrant 1 Registrant 2 Total $ 

Full Name     

  

Nametag 
1st Name 

    

Mailing 
Address 

    

Home Phone     

Cell Phone     

Email     

Own Room? 
Circle Choice YES          NO YES          NO 

Non-refundable 

Deposit 
 $200/registrant 

due NOW 

     $  ________      +        $  ________         = $  ________ 

Balance 
 $250/registrant 

due by 
31 Mar 2018 

     $  ________      +        $  ________         = $  ________ 

Gathering Total $  ________ 


