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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   It occurs to me as I write this article 

that it is my last.  I step down as presi-

dent of your Society at the end of this 

month as we meet at the beautiful and 

verdant Thoresby Hall in England for 

our 2018 Gathering.  It has now been 

four years that I have served as your 

president, and it is amazing how fast 

the time has elapsed.  I have mixed 

emotions of both my sadness in leaving 

this post but also the glad anticipation 

of seeing many of you across the pond 

in the country of our roots.  Think of it!  

We now have truly become an interna-

tional organization, as the ties to our 

cousins in England have become firmer 

and closer.  Our Society has enriched 

its membership to include several fami-

lies in England, so our narrow borders 

of knowledge and colloquialism have 

been broadened and extended to the 

regions of our mother country. 
   Our Society has seen excellent 

growth during these years, both in sheer 

numbers but also in replacing some of 

our inactive members with younger 

people who can carry the torch forward.  

We must still do much, much more in 

this area.  Membership is so reasonable, 

and the services and information pro-

vided to our members are so plentiful 

and so masterfully provided and man-

aged by your excellent board of direc-

tors. 
   Speaking of your board, elections will 

be held next week at Thoresby for those 

board members whose terms are expir-

ing.  It is essential for the Society to 

have a full working board and a new 

president to carry the work forward.  I 

encourage any and all of you who feel 

like you can make a contribution of  

time and service to 

step forward and help 

make this possible.  

Without a board of 

directors, there is no 

Society.  I solicit your 

help and your in- 
volvement!  Please contact either me 

(contact info below) or Pat Dunford 

<pldunford@cox.net> for more infor-

mation. 
   Though we still have much to learn, I 

think the most significant area of growth 

in the past four years has been in our 

further understanding of DNA and the 

hands-on familiarization and organiza-

tion of our current DNA project results.  

We have performed several more tests in 

the United States.  And though this is 

certainly important, I am most excited 

about the several tests that have now 

been completed in the UK.  Several vol-

unteers living in England have contribut-

ed their tests to our project, and we are 

seeing interesting results.  I believe we 

are on the very cusp of finding matching 

results with our English ancestors and 

their progeny who live in the United 

States.  As I write, Pat Dunford, who is 

charged with the upkeep and organiza-

tion of our project, is seeing and narrow-

ing down patterns of relationships be-

tween those of us here and those across 

the pond.  We are also now able to nar-

row the English regions that have similar 

DNA results to those of us living in the 

US.  I don’t want to steal any of Pat’s 

thunder so will not go further, as she will 

have much to discuss and some exciting 

news in the very near future.  But I will 

say that our board’s trip to England last 

year, the ties made there, and next  
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week’s Gathering in Nottinghamshire all have a significant 

bearing on understanding our roots – the regions and families 

from which they come.  More information will come as fur-

ther clues develop. 
   I am most committed to this work.  Thus, in harmony with 

our valuable progress in DNA studies with our cousins in 

England and in the interest of further identifying our family 

members and their regions of origin there, I am making the 

following announcement as I step down:  
 

    
 
   If you all participate, we can provide at least a $4,000 fund 

to eventually establish a line of genealogy all the way back to  
a common ancestor in England for many of us.  You can do 

this by sending me your pledge by phone (801-560-2340) or 

by email to sdouglascline@gmail.com. 
   I hope that all of you will consider this opportunity to help 

me move the work forward.  Together, we can continue to 

make a wonderful difference! 
   It has been my sincere pleasure to serve you these past four 

years.  My life has been greatly enriched through the interac-

tion I have had with all of you.  I especially want to express 

my genuine gratitude and appreciativeness for the expertise 

and the valuable insight and counsel given to me by the mem-

bers of your board.  They are truly wonderful, dedicated, and 

selfless people who each day carry a great load and keep the 

Clay Family Society vital and dynamic. 
 
 
My best wishes to all of you! 
 
     S. Douglas Cline 
 

   Between now and July 31, 2018, I will 

match any donation from any of you up to a 

cumulative value of $2,000.  These dona-

tions are to be used exclusively for DNA 

work and for any subsequent research on 

the families identified here and in England 

that may lead to the discovery of a common 

ancestor from Great Britain to some or any 

of our Clays in the United States. 

   Any of you who have subscriptions (paid or unpaid) to ge-

nealogy/history related sites in the UK or the EU may have 

gotten an email that begins with “We’ve updated our Privacy 

Statement…” or “We’ve improved our terms of service…” or 

a similar phrase.  What’s going on here?  The short of it is 

this.  The European Union and the United Kingdom have im-

plemented laws/rules that are designed to protect the privacy 

of everyone.  Even though these jurisdictions are across the 

pond, they have a potential effect on those of us in the United 

States as well.  

 

   The EU’s GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) and 

its counterpart in the UK applies to all companies and organi-

zations in those geographic and political entities.  However it 

also applies to those NON-EU/UK companies (and organiza-

tions) anywhere in the world if they have “clients” who are 

based in the EU or UK.  Confused yet?  Why do we care?  

Well, because the Clay Family Society “holds” personal data 

on members who are not currently residing in the US.  And, in 

the Clay DNA Project (not Clay Family Society per se, but  

many of the same individuals involved), we have participants 

who are from out of the US.  Not only do we hold their “name 

and address” but also their DNA.  yDNA and mtDNA are not 

of much concern, as they focus on ancestors and are very nar-

rowly defined.  But autosomal (atDNA) tests more pieces of 

DNA and has been used to identify individuals.   
   So technically “we” are bound by the rules, and someone 

could take “us” to court.  Likely?  No.  Possible?  Yes.   
   Those emails you’ve been getting are carefully phrased.  

Where historically when someone cleaned up their mailing 

list, they would say, “If you wish to quit receiving ___, send 

this back with the box checked.”  Or words to that effect.  

Some are now asking us to “review their new policy.”  With 

some, the request is very clear.  Here’s one example, “We are 

writing to ask for your continued permission for [Name of 

Organization] to hold your contact details on file so that we 

can continue to send you regular updates dates by email.  

Although you have provided us with this permission in the 

past, we are required under the new EU General Data Pro-

tection Regulations (GDPR) to obtain a fresh, explicit, con-

sent from you:  we are not allowed simply to roll your previ-

ous consent forward.”    
   The Board of Directors will be discussing this at the Gather-

ing in England, so look for more information in the 2018 

Quarter 3 Pieces of Clay. 
 

— Pat Dunford 

GDPR, DNA and You! 
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   The Clay Project at Family 

Tree DNA is doing well.  Our 

consultant Jen Zinck, who was 

managing the project with Nancy 

Acord-Greathouse, has with-

drawn from management but will 

remain available when we need 

assistance.  Pat Dunford has 

agreed to be named an administrator in Jen’s stead.  
   Progress is being made to further categorize the 

participants with the goal of matching every kit 

participant with the closest other kits.  We also 

wish to label the sub-groups by both “common an-

cestor” and “location.”  For the primary “Virginia” 

group, we are placing kits, as well as we can, with a 

“grandson of Charles and Hannah (Wilson) Clay.”  
    We also need to ensure that every kit has a work-

ing email address, a named “beneficiary,” and the 

“privacy” and “permissions” that will allow the 

administrators to properly create readable reports.  

This is good practice to keep the kits cleaned up, 

plus we want to have clean records to comply with 

GDPR.  This includes making sure that every living 

person involved is “pseudonymized” if he or she 

wishes to be.  See https://tinyurl.com/yakhdjnd.  If 

you have a kit or manage a kit, you’ll be receiving 

an email requesting this after the 4th of July. 
   Next we want to look at bringing all y-DNA kits 

up to a minimum of 37 markers.  Some of the early 

kits were 12 markers, which is not particularly 

helpful to the kit owners. 
   You can check out the Clay Project at Family 

Tree DNA here:  https://tinyurl.com/y8elqekc.  You 

can also link to it via the DNA Project tab on our 

Society’s home page:  https://tinyurl.com/y8jsgfr2. 
 

— Pat Dunford 

Welcome to our newest members! 
 

Casie Clay Branson of Holly Ridge, NC. 

Don Drake of Moyock, NC, descends from Mary CLAY and Ralph 

STEWART via their daughter Catherine (STEWART) COOKE. 

Susan Gilbride of Evergreen, CO, descends from Mitchell and 

Phoebe (BELCHER) CLAY’s daughter Rebecca, who married 

George PEARIS. 

Katie Horwitz of Indianapolis, IN, and her uncle Jim Horwitz of 

Cincinnati, OH, descend from Charles CLAY and Martha GREEN 

via their son Thomas. 

Kathy Bishop Miller of Littleton, CO  

 
   CFS secretary Connie Collins and her family were recently in 

New Orleans for the graduation of her great niece, Kathryn Kohrs, 

from Tulane University.  Here they are at the statue of Henry Clay 

in Lafayette Square.  Connie says that “apparently Henry Clay visit-

ed New Orleans two times.” 
   From left to right:  Annalise Kohrs, Kathryn Kohrs, Jackson 

Kohrs, Mariruth Johnson, Carol Kohrs, and Connie. They are de-

scendents of Dr. Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay through their 

daughter Elizabeth (Clay)  Bruce.  

yDNA and the Clay Project NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

   Our Facebook group is called Clay Family Society:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.   
   CFS members as well as non-members who have 

Facebook accounts are welcome to participate in the 

CFS Facebook group.  From Facebook, search on 

Clay Family Society in the upper left corner and click 

“Join” on our page.  See you there! 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK! 
PIECES OF CLAY 

 

is published and copyrighted by the Clay Family Society, 

Inc.  All rights reserved.  
 

Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 

We’re on the web: 
 

ClayFamilySociety.org:  http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 

Clay Family Society on Facebook:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 
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