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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Fellow Society Members, 
 

   We hope you’ve had happy holidays!  

They always warm my heart with the prom-

ise of unity and holiday spirit.  As we all 

proudly carry traditions, mine include the 

anecdotes that I will one day be able to pass 

to my children.  I adore hearing my father 

explain the history of how our Clay ances-

tors embarked on a long journey to plot out 

land with Stephen F. Austin for the Old 

Three Hundred settlers of Texas.  These 

remind me of the importance of my heritage 

and my commitment to our society. 
   Our society is privileged to have all of you 

with us as we continue to flourish and grow.  

Our DNA project is evolving, and Pat is 

working diligently to organize and catego-

rize our lineages.  I would like to send a 

warm welcome to our new members:  Tod 

Ackerly, Michael and Beth Clay, William 

and Bev Clay, Carla Crider, Richard Lewis, 

Sandy Neder, Tony Rutti, and Carolyn 

Schunk.  We are elated to have you and 

look forward to getting to know you, your 

heritage, and how we all fit together!  I 

would also like to remind our current mem-

bers to renew their memberships for 2019 if 

they haven’t already.  I encourage each of 

you to reach out to relatives who are invest-

ed in your heritage and bring them into the 

fold. 

   As the wonderful memories 

of our most recent gathering 

remind me of how grateful I 

am for the Clay Family Soci-

ety and all of its members, I 

realize how quickly 2018 

flew by.  We are quickly 

approaching the time when 

the board must choose the 

2020 gathering location.  We 

want everyone to have a fantastic time again, 

so I would appreciate everyone’s input to aid 

us in choosing between Richmond, Virginia; 

Independence, Texas; and Philadelphia, 

Pennsylvania.  Other options which are his-

torically significant to Clays will also be 

considered.  Thank you in advance for ex-

pressing your choice via https://

www.surveymonkey.com/r/XQ5G566. 
   The Clay Family Society is always looking 

for members who would like to get more 

involved and contribute to historical re-

search, writing, website design, and many 

other opportunities.  If you have an interest in 

assisting our society, please feel free to reach 

out to me or anyone on the Board.  We are 

grateful to work with you all. 
   From all of us, we wish you hope, happi-

ness, and peace in the New Year! 
 

Casie Clay Branson 

WOMEN IN JAMESTOWN AND EARLY VIRGINIA 
 
   “Tenacity: Women in Jamestown and Early Vir- 
ginia” is a new exhibition at Virginia’s Jamestown 

Settlement.  According to a recent Washington Post 

article, “Its purpose is to tell the little-known stories 

of the English, African, and Native American women 

who created Virginia.”  You can read much more 

about it in the Post article at https://tinyurl.com/

yaov9srw and at https://tinyurl.com/ycgehuw8 on the 

Jamestown/Yorktown website.  The exhibition runs 

through January 5, 2020, so make plans to include it in your travels this year! 
   Many thanks to Connie Collins for bringing this to our attention. 
 

— Mary Richardson 

Courtesy www.historyisfun.org 
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   Even from the 19th century, various researchers have had some 

success with the “Clay” line(s), using paper trails and family sto-

ries to fill in the blanks.  Today, of course, we have the new and 

amazing field of genetics to help us in our quest.  Because both 

males and females pass on DNA to their offspring, we can pre-

sumably find out “who we DO think they are.”  (Apologies to 

“Who Do You Think You Are.”) 
   As you may recall from our last Pieces of Clay, we are stepping 

up the Clay Family DNA Project to better meet the genealogy 

needs of our project members and the Society plus take advantage 

of the new tools that are coming out. 
   To date we have focused on yDNA (father to son to son to son, 

etc.).  However, we realize that although yDNA can move a line 

back to, say, five brothers, and we know who their father probably 

is, we cannot necessarily determine which brother is ancestor to 

which male whose yDNA was tested.  Because we ask everyone 

who participates in our project to provide their known pedigree, 

we do have an advantage here, but the similarities of the results 

for a number of people are very similar, and we can’t separate 

them back in 1820. 
   This is where autosomal DNA 

(atDNA, which Family Tree DNA 

calls Family Finder) can be helpful.  

atDNA includes all the non-sex 

chromosomes.  Now, every week 

there are new ways to analyze the 

autosomal data, such as 

“AutoCluster Analysis” (right), 

which separates it into “cousin 

groups.” 
   We encourage everyone to invest 

in DNA test kits for their entire family…well, at least representa-

tives of as many generations as you can.  If you already have 

yDNA or mtDNA (maternal line) test results, you can easily add 

other tests at a reduced cost.  Adding a test at Family Tree DNA 

or transferring your autosomal results from one of the other com-

panies will be very helpful in identifying cousin groups.  Of 

course, that means also finding census, marriage, property, and 

other records where you can. 
   With DNA test results and – we hope – the genealogies that go 

with them, we can quarter or eighth the possibilities to determine 

to which group of “cousins” someone might belong.  If you match 

people in group 1 but not groups 2 and 3, and if you can find some 

good genealogies among the group, you’ve got a head start.  As 

you may know, generally you can only “match” with people who 

utilize the same testing service or who have transferred their data 

to the same service.  In our case, we utilize Family Tree DNA to 

do our tests, and they accept autosomal DNA tests from Ances-

try.com, 23&Me, and others.  The bigger our group, the more 

opportunities you have for a match. 
   Current project members will be receiving an email soon with 

more detail.  Watch for yours! 
 

                — Pat Dunford 
Clay Family Project Administrator 

GENEALOGY AND GENETICS? 
WHAT’S UP? 

   Many thanks to David Clay who shared images of several 1775 

editions of The London Gazette, listing the names of hundreds of 

subjects, merchants, and traders who swore allegiance to the king 

and supported the British government’s efforts to quell the naugh-

ty American colonists whose defiance would soon lead them to 

declare independence. 
 

   From the London loyalists: 

The London signatories included “Rich. Clay.”  In 1757 Richard 

Clay was a London merchant and co-owner of a ship called the 

“Worcester,” which was manned by a crew of 99 and 26 guns.  

From 1780 to 1790 Richard Clay was a director of the Bank of 

England in London. 
   Similar oaths were sworn throughout England and Scotland, 

including Chester and Dumbarton.  Signatories in Colchester in-

cluded Samuel and Daniel Clay, and Thomas Clay signed the Lan-

caster oath. 
— Mary Richardson 

CLAYS SUPPORT BRITAIN  
AND KING GEORGE III IN 1775 
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   After the Civil War in England during the 1600s, there was a lot of religious discontent.  

In my hometown of Mansfield, Nottinghamshire, a shoemaker named George Fox found-

ed the “Society of Friends” in 1647.  He preached his views on the 

streets and was subject to imprisonment and much persecution, 

even being stoned out of the village of Mansfield Woodhouse.  

When he was brought before the magistrates, he told them that 

they should tremble and quake at the name of God, which led his 

followers to be called Quakers.  They had meetings at houses in 

the nearby village of Skegby, just west of Mansfield in Sutton-in-
Ashfield, and by 1650 Fox’s followers had grown to large num-

bers.  At a later date the Friends Meeting House was built in 

Mansfield on what is still called “Quaker Way.” 

 

George Fox’s followers included some of the local Clay family: 
 

1649-1689 – John Clay was in a list of Quakers at Sutton-in-Ashfield, making him a  
                     founding member of the religion. 
 

1670 – Nathaniel Clay of Sutton-in-Ashfield was fined for religious assembly. 
 

1671 – Elizabeth Clay of Mansfield was listed as a Quaker. 
 

1672 – Sarah Clay was married at a Quaker Meeting at Skegby.  Witnesses were  
            William and Francis Clay. 
 

1673 – Hannah Clay of Mansfield was listed as a Quaker. 
 

1674 – William Clay married at a Quaker Meeting at Skegby. 
 

1676 – Birth of William and Mary Clay’s son Samuel was registered at a Quaker Meeting. 
 

1676 – Letter from Mansfield magistrates to church wardens and overseers of Sutton-in- 

DISSENTING CLAYS 
By David M. Clay 

            Ashfield that Francis and Sarah  
            Clay of “your town” were convicted 
            for unlawful religious assembly at  
            Mansfield. 
 

1676 – Mary Clay stands excommunicated   
            at Mansfield. 
 

1677 – Sarah Clay of Sutton-in-Ashfield  
            was married at a Quaker Meeting at  
            the house of Elizabeth Clay.  Wit 
            nesses were Francis, Nathaniel, and  
            Hannah Clay. 
 

1691 – Inventory and admin of Francis  
            Clay late of Chickahomene [now  
            Chickahominy] in Virginia and  
            formerly of Mansfield, England.   
            Administrator of his goods and land  
            was Daniel Clay of Mansfield. 
 

1693 – Mary Clay was listed as a Quaker at 
            Mansfield. 
 

1694 – Daniel Clay was set in the stocks at  
            Mansfield for saying “God Damn  
            the King and Queen.” 
 

   Because of persecution, many Quakers 

left England for America. 
   Another dissenting religion that emerged 

in England after the Civil War was the 

“Jumping Ranters.”  In 1834 at the North-

umberland courthouse, Robert Clay and 

John Price were charged with assaulting 

two other men in the Jumping Ranters 

chapel.  Clay and Price were fined 8 shil-

lings.  When the judge expressed his won-

der at jumping being used in religious ser-

vices, one of the preachers said it was the 

outpouring of God’s spirit. 
 
For more about George Fox and his follow-

ers, see https://tinyurl.com/o66wwaj. 
— Editor 

George Fox 
Courtesy Nottinghamshire 

County Council 

Old Meeting House 
Parsonage, Mansfield 
Courtesy Mary Richardson First Quaker Meeting House, Mansfield 

 

   Our Facebook group is called Clay Family Society:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9.  
 
   CFS members as well as non-members who have Facebook 

accounts are welcome to participate in the CFS Facebook 

group.  From Facebook, search on Clay Family Society in the 

upper left corner and click “Join” on our page.  See you there! 

 

WE’RE ON FACEBOOK! 
PIECES OF CLAY 

 

is published and copyrighted by the Clay Family Society, 

Inc.  All rights reserved. 
 

Email editor@clayfamilysociety.org 
 

We’re on the web: 
 

ClayFamilySociety.org:  http://tinyurl.com/h6xwort 
 

Clay Family Society on Facebook:   
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 

https://tinyurl.com/o66wwaj
http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9
mailto:editor@clayfamilysociety.org
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  Tod Ackerly of Washington, DC, de-

scends from George Everson Clay (1851-
1929) of New York. 
 

   Mike and Beth Clay of Cypress, TX.  He 

descends from Jonas Clay III and is related 

to member John Stewart Clay. 
 

   William and Bev Clay of West Green-

wich, RI.  They graciously donated a full 

complement of Clay Family Quarterlies 

(1966-1974).  William descends from James 

C Clay and Polly Carruthers. 
 

Carla Crider of Newnan, GA. 
 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

 

CFS DUES ARE DUE! 
 

$15/year Individual  or  $18/year Family 
 
   Clay Family Society memberships run from January 1st to December 31st.  

Many of you have subscriptions that expired on December 31st, but you haven’t 

renewed.  We don’t want to lose you, so please renew! 
 
   Here’s what you need to know.  If you pay between January 1st and Novem-

ber 15th, your membership runs to the end of that year.  If you pay between 

November 16th and December 31st, your membership runs through December 

31st of the next year. 
 
   Members who do not renew by March 31st are removed from the Society, 

including Pieces of Clay distribution and access to the Members Only pages of 

the CFS website.  If you haven’t renewed by March 31st, you will receive the 1st 

quarter Pieces of Clay with a note that it is your last one until you renew. 
 
   It is possible to pay for more than one year, so some members’ subscriptions 

are good past 2019.  Regardless, if you are unsure of your status, please contact 

membership chair Luke Clay at membership@clayfamilysociety.org.  
 
   If your dues are due, please follow our website instructions at https://

tinyurl.com/lcaabd2.  Please note that we require completion of our member-

ship/genealogy form in addition to your payment.  Be sure to provide all new or 

changed information. 
 

 

…to comply with the stringent privacy rules of the European Union’s General 

Data Protection Regulations (GDPR).  Details were described on page 2 of your 

previous Pieces of Clay, but the article is reprinted to the right for your conven-

ience.  Whether your dues are due now or not, we need each and every member 

to complete our new form because we need your responses to the two GDPR-
related options under the NOTICE! banner.  The revised form is available for 

completion via our website:  click on Membership Form at https://tinyurl.com/

lcaabd2.  I have also included it on the last pages of this newsletter.   
 
Thank you. 

— Mary Richardson 

Our membership/genealogy form has changed… 

   In the most recent Pieces of Clay, “GDPR, DNA 

and You!” familiarized you with the recent General 

Data Protection Regulations (GDPR) in the Europe-

an Union and the similar United Kingdom regula-

tions, which are requiring current and positive per-

missions for “anyone” who has access to personal 

information about another person to continue that 

access.  It is designed to give EU and UK citizens 

and residents more control over their personal data, 

particularly electronic access.  That includes every-

thing from email lists to newsletter address files to 

directories to…who knows?   
   While this doesn’t affect US residents, we do want 

to be cautious.  Of course, it has no effect on our 

deceased ancestors.  Mostly, we need to maintain 

security of our databases, including mailing lists, and 

not share the personal information of members with 

others.  
   Therefore, we are asking EACH AND EVERY 

member of the society to “affirm” your wishes re-

garding what we do with your personal information.  

It’s not a matter of “if I don’t opt out, I’m in,” which 

is the usual method of clearing mailing lists and 

such.  Rather, we need you to check boxes to permit 

having your name and address in the CFS directory 

and your name in the genealogy database and web-

site.  Both of these boxes are found on the revised 

CFS Member Information form for 2019, which will 

soon be accessible from the CFS Membership page 

(https://tinyurl.com/y8hq4jzf) if it’s not there al-

ready.  Even if you are one of our members whose 

membership doesn’t expire this year, we need you to 

complete a new form.   
   Thank you for doing your part to keep our Society 

compliant with these new regulations! 
— Pat Dunford 

UPDATE:   
REVISED CFS MEMBER  
INFORMATION FORM 

Reprinted from Vol. XV, Issue 3, page 2: 

Welcome to our newest members! 
      Richard Lewis of Arlington, VA, de-

scends from Sen. Henry Clay & Lucretia 

Hart. 
 

   Sandy Neder of Camarillo, CA, de-

scends from William Clay (1791-1855) and 

Jane Patchell. 
 

   Tony Rutti of Westerville, OH, descends 

from John Clay (b. 1754 Dinwiddie, VA) 

and Melison Epps. 
 

   Carolyn Clay Schunk of Aurora, IN, 

descends from John T Clay (1801 NY- 1853 

Lorain Co, OH). 

Dave Clay (right) and his brother Peter 

posin’ in Mansfield, Notts! 
 

Courtesy Dave Clay 
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