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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   Happy 2020!  It’s hard to believe that 

we are already well into the new year!  

We hope everyone had a lovely holiday 

season with lots of laughter and joy.  
   The 2020 Gathering is right around 

the corner and will be here before you 

know it.  Your board has been working 

diligently to finalize all of the wonder-

ful presentations and excursions that 

we will experience during our time in 

Richmond, Virginia.  From June 4th to 

June 7th we will be headquartered at a 

unique venue, as it is two hotels in one 

building at 700 East Main Street:  a 

Hampton Inn & Suites and a Home-

wood Suites.  Our board selected this 

location as it is centrally located and  

has many amenities for 

our Gathering attendees.  
   Mary Richardson, Nan-

cy Cook, and Leontyne 

Peck have been quite gra-

cious with their time in 

seeking out interesting 

destinations for our at-

tendees to visit.  Some of 

these include the American Civil War 

Museum, the National Park Service Civ-

il War Visitor Center, the T. Pott. pedes-

trian bridge across the James River, Hol-

lywood Cemetery, and the Virginia capi-

tal building. 
   We will also be debuting our new 

website shortly.  Many thanks to all who 

helped member John Clay create it.  He 

has done an amazing job!  It looks phe-

nomenal and is easy to navigate.  We 

look forward to sharing it with you. 
 
All the best, 
Casie Clay Branson 

 

KILTS  
 

         OR  
 

 LEDERHOSEN! 
 

 
 

   Do you care?  Do you have knowledge of DNA and its potential?  Will you con-

tribute your voice and time? 
   CFS is looking for a few members to join a planning committee to best utilize 

our resources in genetic genealogy.  The first goal will be to formulate a proposal 

for our 2020-2022 activities and present it to the board at the June Gathering in 

Richmond. 
   If you’re interested, contact Pat Dunford at lineages@clayfamilysociety.net. 
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   The Gathering plans are coming together!  As I noted in 

the last newsletter, our decision to return to Virginia created 

an opportunity to explore the 19th century since we had 

focused on earlier centuries at previous Virginia Gather-

ings.  So this year, we’ll learn more about the rich and com-

plicated history of Clays in the 1800s.  Hence our theme:  

Clays United  Family Histories in Black and White. 
   In keeping with our theme, we will visit Civil War-related 

venues at Tredegar – just southwest of downtown Rich-

mond along the James River:  the American Civil War Mu-

seum, the National Park Service Civil War Visitor Center, 

and the T. Tyler Potterfield “T Pott” pedestrian bridge that 

crosses the river.  We will also try to include nearby Holly-

wood Cemetery where many notables as well as Clays are 

buried.  Visiting the Virginia capital building is also a pos-

sibility.  Designed by Thomas Jefferson, it houses both a 

statue and portrait of Sen. Henry Clay. 
   Since the places that we will visit are downtown, your 

board has contracted for rooms and a meeting space at a 

nearby hotel.  As Casie mentioned, we’ve chosen a unique 

venue.  It’s an office building that has been converted into 

two Hilton hotels.  Some floors are a Hampton Inn (short-
term stays), and other floors are a Homewood Suites (long-
term stays).  Both venues share common areas  meeting 

rooms, laundry room, parking deck ($15/day if you have a 

vehicle), etc.  We have contracted for a block of rooms  

arriving June 4th and leaving June 7th.  Up to three days can 

be added on either side of this period at our group rates. 

 

Hampton Inn  https://tinyurl.com/t5rdshn 
$139 + taxes/night 
 
Homewood Suites  https://tinyurl.com/y2fbylzy 

$189 + taxes/night  
 

   There's so much to do in and around Richmond that some 

of you may well decide to add some days!  Visiting James 

Madison’s Montpelier, led by our own Leontyne Peck, 

should be high on your list!  We already have enough takers 

to visit there on Thursday June 4th.  If you would like to join 

us, you should plan to come to Richmond before the 4th.  We 

hope you will!  Please let me know as soon as possible. 
   Also please let me know about other places that you’d like 

to visit.  We’ll do our best to make them work for you. 
   Since this newsletter has been delayed by many interrup-

tions, I will publish a special “Gathering only” edition soon.  

It will include how to make your hotel reservation, info 

about speakers, lots more about Richmond, and a registra-

tion form. 
   Richmond has recently been touted in various publications 

as a top travel destination.  “A once-quiet Southern city now 

shines as a true cultural destination” was the New York 

Times’ description in its list of “52 Places to Go in 

2020” (https://tinyurl.com/rx9z7gy).  And those places are 

all over the world!  So come to Richmond in 2020 for the 

Gathering...and so much more!! 
Mary Richardson 

GATHERING 2020 
RICHMOND, VIRGINIA 

JUNE 4 - 7 

Courtesy fortunebuilders.com 
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   When John Claye was enu-

merated at Jordan’s Journey 

(now Jordan Point), Virginia, 

in 1624, he stated that he 

came to the colony on the 

Treasurer in February 1613.  

In all likelihood, he arrived 

five months earlier at Point 

Comfort (now Hampton), 

Virginia, having sailed from 

England on the Treasurer 

under the command of Capt. Samuel Argall (https://

tinyurl.com/r4n2sz8).  Perhaps February 1613 is when he 

chose to remain in the colony.  This has been suggested by 

others. 
   According to Robert Young Clay, “The Treasurer was not 

an ordinary immigrant boat.  It was an armored man-of-war 

and…carried sixty or sixty-two soldiers and a few settlers.  

Likely, with the strong but unprovable military tradition 

attached to John Clay, he was one of those soldiers.”  In his 

Legacy of John Clay, former CFS member Baker “Bob”  

Clay, deduced the same.  Some contend that John Claye 

was a grenadier, but that word did not exist before 1676.  

Others describe him as a musketeer, a possibility if he was a 

soldier. 
   After the Treasurer arrived in 1612, it conducted missions 

to secure the Virginia colony, routing out the French in 

what is now New England, exploring 

the Chesapeake Bay region, and en-

gaging with the Native Americans, 

trading as well as attacking.  In April 

1613 Matoaka, aka Pocahontas, was 

kidnapped and secured on the Treas-

urer whilst peace with her father was 

negotiated.  Two years after her 1614 

marriage to Englishman John Rolfe, 

the Treasurer transported them, their 

son Thomas, and other Native Amer-

icans to England on a mission to  

seek more investors for the colony.  She became ill at the 

start of the return to Virginia and died in Gravesend, Eng-

land. 
   Fast forward to 1619 when a Portuguese ship called the 
São João Batista (also known as the San Juan Bautista be-

cause Spain controlled Portugal at the time) sailed toward 

Veracruz, Mexico.  Whilst en route, it was intercepted in the 

Gulf of Mexico by two British privateers, the White Lion 

and the Treasurer  the same ship that transported both John 

Claye and Pocahontas. 
   The Batista carried 350 captives, enslaved people from the 

kingdom of Ndongo on the west coast of Africa (present day 

Angola).  They had already endured the “First Passage” that 

ripped them from their homes and were in the midst of their 

grueling trans-Atlantic “Middle Passage,” crammed into the 

hold of the Batista, when about sixty of them were confis-

cated by the attacking privateers.  Those who weren’t taken 

surely became slaves in Mexico  their “Final Passage.”  

But the”20 and odd” who were boarded onto the White Lion  

and the forty-ish who were boarded onto the Treasurer were 

transported to Virginia.  The White Lion arrived at Point 

Comfort ahead of the Treasurer and immediately traded its 

captives for provisions.  

When the Treasurer docked 

at Point Comfort a few days 

later, just a few Africans 

were traded there because 

the ship’s captain and own-

ers (the Earl of Warwick 

and Samuel Argall) were 

mired in a piracy and  
rivalry scandal that made buyers leery.  As a result, the re-

maining Africans were transported to Bermuda and enslaved   

on the Earl of Warwick’s estate there (https://tinyurl.com/

srgsxud). 
   Three days of events were held last August in Hampton, 

Virginia, to commemorate the 1619 arrival of the first  
 

Continued on  page 4 

THE TREASURER’S MARK ON EARLIEST VIRGINIA 

Many thanks to CFS members Sharri Phillips, Thomas Clay, and others for broadening my understanding of immigrant John 

Claye and the Treasurer, upon which he sailed to the colony of Virginia.  By its association with British colonists, including 

John Claye, as well as Native Americans and Africans, the Treasurer’s story unites many descendants of 17th century Ameri-

ca.  Former Library of Virginia archivist and preeminent Clay researcher Robert Young Clay separated much fact from fic-

tion about John Claye (https://tinyurl.com/vuc3m57), and recent revelations have altered our understanding of the Treasur-

er.  I particularly recommend pertinent articles at Encyclopedia Virginia (https://tinyurl.com/wcue9hs), e.g.,“Samuel Argall” 

and “Virginia’s First Africans” (by Martha McCartney, our 2014 Gathering keynote speaker and author of many Virginia 

history articles and books including Jordan’s Point, Virginia).  For even more depth, I recommend “1619: Virginia’s First 

Africans.”  Go to https://tinyurl.com/rydvnrk and scroll down to click on 1619 First Africans Research Report (PDF).  And 

then read more.  This history is well documented  just follow best sources! 
— Mary Richardson 

Courtesy Getty Images 
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Continued from page 3 
 

Africans in English North America (https://tinyurl.com/

s64as6s).  As a lead-up, New York Times correspondent 

Nikole Hannah-Jones created “The 1619 

Project” to give context to the arrival of 

the first enslaved Africans in Virginia 

and the resulting influence on American 

culture (https://tinyurl.com/y6m2pten).  

It has garnered both praise and criticism:  https://

tinyurl.com/sloacwf.  The Richmond Times Dispatch edito-

rial’s summation of the Hampton commemoration (https://

tinyurl.com/wfcj9rs) offers a worthy point of view:   
 

“The arrival of the first Africans laid the ground-

work for the institutionalization of the odious prac-

tice of slavery, of trading human flesh as a com- 

 
 

modity.  The commemoration allows Virginians 

and Americans alike, regardless of background, to 

reflect on our history and understand how the past 

shapes today and informs the future.  And we need 

to hear all voices in the historical narrative  not 

only those of the victors.” 
 

   The Treasurer will forever be linked to the colony of Vir-

ginia:  immigrant John Claye, Pocahontas and other Native 

Americans, and the nameless Africans who were forced 

ashore from the White Lion and the Treasurer at Pt. Comfort 

400 years ago  their “Final Passage.”  It’s a complicated 

way to unite us…but it does. 
 

Mary Richardson 

THE TREASURER’S MARK ON EARLIEST VIRGINIA 

DAVID CLAY REPORTS… 
 

Men Who Were Granted Land In Virginia 

For Arranging Transportation of  
People From England 

   Dave Clay in England continues to scout out American 

Clays.  Thank you, Dave!  Here is his list of Clays who 

were granted land in Virginia for paying to transport people 

from England to Virginia under the headright system. 

 

   For more information, log in to the Members Only pages 

of the CFS website (https://tinyurl.com/r2w7bdz), click on 

Publications and then Gathering Books and then Gathering 

Book 2014.  Scroll to pages 25-32 “Early ‘Clay’ References 

in Virginia 1624-1699.”  The second entry is Pat Dunford’s 

transcription of John Claye’s hard-to-read “Land Patent for 

1200 acres...” on Ward’s Creek.  It describes his “one hun-

dred acres of the said twelve hundred acres of land being 

due to him…[as] an old planter….”  It further grants him  

 

“the other [ ] hundred acres being due unto him...for the 

transportation at his own pper [personal?] costs and charges 

of two and twenty psons into this Colony whose names are 

In the records mentioned under his Pattant….” 
   This suggests that John Claye paid to transport the 22 

heads rather than having bought them from someone else... 

and that we haven’t found his patent with all those names…

if, indeed, it still exists!  
Mary Richardson 

 

WHAT IS A HEADRIGHT? 
 

   To support the burgeoning, labor-
intensive tobacco economy in the col-

ony of Virginia, colonists grew their 

workforce by indenturing servants and 

enslaving Africans.  In 1618 the Vir-

ginia Company of London instituted a headright system 

whereby land was granted to encourage immigration of 

“heads,” i.e., people, to the colony.  Colonists who were 

already in Virginia  called Ancient Planters…including  
immigrant John Claye  received two headrights, i.e., 100 

acres.  Any white man who settled in Virginia or paid to 

transport immigrants – other men, women, children, or Af-

ricans  received 50 acres per head.  For instance, John 

Claye was granted 1200 acres:  100 for himself and 1100 

for the 22 people that he either transported or bought from 

another transporter.  Yes, headrights could be sold!  Also it 

was easy to scam the system.  For instance, some colonists 

who went to England and came back claimed another 50 

acres each time they returned to Virginia.  Others claimed 

the same headright in more than one county court.  The 

system was prone to fraud in many ways. 

https://tinyurl.com/s64as6s
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HOLLYWOOD CEMETERY’S CLAYS 

   Hollywood is undoubtedly Rich-

mond’s most famous cemetery.  It was 

named for the holly trees that dominated 

the hilly property above the James River 

when it was transformed into a garden 

cemetery, a style that many cemeteries 

adopted in the 19th century (https://

tinyurl.com/s9tkyf8). 
   The views from Hollywood are stun-

ning in all directions!  Overlooking the 

rocky falls of the 

river where it be-

comes unnaviga-

ble, you can almost 

see the Tredegar 

sites that we will 

visit next June.  

Hollywood is also 

a registered arboretum in recognition of 

its lush, park-like setting. 
   Hollywood is the final resting place of 

many notables (https://tinyurl.com/

rtwfwkj) including two US presidents – 

Monroe and Tyler.  Other notables in-

clude Jefferson Davis, six Virginia gov-

ernors, two US Supreme Court justices, 

and John Randolph of Roanoke, who 

famously dueled with Sen. Henry Clay 

in 1826.  Many other prominent Rich-

mond movers and shakers are also bur-

ied there. 
   Almost 20,000 Civil War 

soldiers are interred in Hol-

lywood.  As most were 

Confederates, this part of 

the cemetery is called the 

Confederate Section.  It is 

anchored by a pyramidal 

monument to their memory. 
   The notables and Confederate Section 

alone make a visit to Hollywood well 

worth it.  Hollywood makes it easy to 

find these graves.  Just follow the blue 

line on the roads.  
   What you won’t see by following the 

blue line are the 21 Clay-related graves –  
Clays, spouses, and other close relations. 

With help from Hollywood’s Cheryl 

Knaut, I visited most of them, took pho-
tos, and researched all but the three 

Georgia Clay soldiers in the Confederate 

Section.  I learned that: 

 12 connect to immigrant John Claye 

via his grandson Henry, who owned 

extensive properties in what are now 

western Richmond suburbs, particular-

ly Chesterfield and Powhatan Counties. 
 

 4 are related to Clay and Coleman fam-

ilies who lived in Amelia Co. for dec-

ades – about 20 miles southeast of 

Henry Clay’s properties, so they may 

be John Claye relations, too.  Whilst 

unravelling this white Clay family, I 

discovered that it has been conflated 

with CFS member Leontyne (Clay) 

Peck’s black family in numerous An-

cestry trees.  
 

 1 was an American who married an 

English Clay, a diplomat whose sister 

lived in Essex, England.  The family 

moved from Egypt to Richmond where 

the daughter married a local.  She is 

buried in Hollywood, and her mother 

was, too, until she was disinterred and 

then reinterred in England. 
 

   The Clays in Hollywood tell the stories 

that epitomize what we’re learning about 

our diversity, that we’re white and black, 

American and English, and have varied 

ancestries.  Which is why CFS is “dedi-
cated to the history, study, and under-

standing of those surnamed CLAY wher-

ever and whenever they lived.”  
   We hope to take our Gathering at-

tendees to Hollywood.  The logistics can 

be tricky, so if we can’t work them out, 

we will share how folks can visit on their 

own.  Regardless, don’t miss Holly-

wood’s very extensive and highly in-

formative website that is chock full of 

history, maps, virtual tours, and more.  

Check out https://tinyurl.com/u4lrr7q to 

take it all in! 
 

Mary Richardson 

NEWS IN THE 

FAMILY 

Welcome to our  
newest member! 

 
   Mercedes Franklin of New 

York City descends from Louisi-

ana Clays who were connected to 

Sen. Henry Clay. 

CFS Needs YOU! 
 

   As you will recall from the last 

newsletter, four CFS board mem-

bers’ terms are expiring: 
 

 Vice President Pat Dunford 
 Treasurer Nancy Cook 
 Publications director (Pieces of 

Clay) Mary Richardson 
 Director at Large Linda Pittano 
 
   To date only one person has 

expressed interest, so the board 

still seeks members who are will-

ing to fill these positions.  If you 

would like to know more before 

you commit, please contact the 

current office holder.  The email 

address for each is on page 1. 
   We hope you will consider 

serving.  It’s a great way to get 

more involved with CFS!  And 

we need your leadership to keep 

our society vital for years to 

come!! 
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