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According to Webster's 
New World Dictionary, 
College Edition, covenant 
means a binding and sol-
emn agreement made by 
two or more individuals, 
parties, etc. to do or keep 
from doing a specified 
thing; compact.  

Isn't that what we all 
have done by joining the 
Clay Family Society? We 
have made a covenant 
with each other and to 
the Society. We have 
promised as individuals 
to research our ancestors, 
share information and 
record it for following 
generations.  

 How can you fulfill your 
promise or covenant to the 
Society? When called upon 
to serve on a committee, 
as an officer, to submit an 
article to the newsletter or 
share your ancestry--just 
say YES-- I can do that! 

 There are so many tal-
ented people in our Soci-
ety. Each and everyone 
has something special that 
they can do and share. 
What can you do to make 
our Society grow and im-
prove. It might just be 
talking about what we do 
as a group or helping 

someone to get past their 
brick wall.  

 June is fast approaching 
and with it will be our 
Gathering. Plan to attend 
and enjoy seeing and 
meeting your cousins. I 
know that I am looking 
forward to seeing every-
one and meeting our new 
members. 

Linda Pittano 

Report from the Chair 
February, 2010 

Gathering 2010 Rolling Forward to Lexington, KY 
 I want to remind everyone to 
please make their reservations as 
soon as possible for our Clay Family 
Gathering June 25-27, 2010.  The 
hotel will be Best Western Lexington 
Conference Center and the rate is 
$69.00 per night which is good if you 
come in early or stay over.  The hotel 
is located at exit 104 (Athens-
Boonesboro Road), right off I-
75. Please call 859-263-5241 direct to 
the hotel, fax the hotel at 859-263-
4333 or call 1-800-528-1234 for the 
nationwide reservation service. 
 Be sure to mention you are with 
the Clay Family Society. The people 
who live quite far from Kentucky will 
probably come in Thursday evening, 
and early registration will be held at 
7:00 p.m. for those who are there 
early. At registration, each family 
will be given a Directory, so please 
get your picture to Pat Dunford at 

3736 N. Tucson Blvd. Tucson AZ 
85716-1039 or e-mail her at PLDun-
ford@cox.net, and, if there is informa-
tion you do not want shared be sure 
to let her know. 
 We have a very full roster of events 
so there should be something for eve-
ryone to do. Visiting Whitehall and 
Ashland with tours to go along 
should be enough for anyone. But we 
don’t stop there. We will of course lay 
wreaths on several graves with a 
visit to the Clay-Bedford cemetery 
thrown in for good measure. There 
will be two luncheon buffets held at 
our hotel on Friday and Saturday 
also. Did I mention that our hotel has 
a hot breakfast buffet? 
 Along with our speakers, we are 
going to have entertainment on Sat-
urday night at our social. Try to be 
there by 6:30 p.m. so you won’t miss 
out on the snacks or any of the enter-

tainment planned. I promise you, 
you will not be disappointed! 
 Sunday morning we will meet 
at 9:00 and Charles Knighton 
will speak. 
 For those who may want to 
come in early or stay late, there 
are a lot of libraries for research. 
I think that if possible, it would 
be beneficial to visit the Duncan 
Tavern which has been reopened 
after renovation.  The John Fox 
library is in the tavern and it is a 
must see for genealogists. For 
frontier history buffs the tavern 
was the place Daniel Boone and 
Simon Kenton frequented.  I 
know I plan to come in early and 
stay a day later to visit these 
places. 
 Hope to see you in Lexington. 
  Louise Copenhaver,  
   Meetings Chair 

Linda Pittano, Chair 



 Will the origin of John Clay ever 
be found? And what possible steps 
could be taken to find out for defi-
nite what part of England he came 
from? DNA seems a good idea to the 
solution but unfortunately at this 
moment in time there is a lack of 
male Clay participants in England 
who have any interest in family his-
tory. (My own DNA does not match). 
Hopefully one day a person with 
matching markers in England may 
be found and the problem will be 
solved. However until that time 
what else could be done? 
 If I was faced with this problem I 
would have to do a serious study of 
every parish register in England 
where Clays are known to have 
been at the time John Clay went to 
Virginia, in particular those near 
the shipping ports. I would want to 
find out from those registers every 
John Clay in England baptized be-
tween 1560-1595 and to know their 
life pattern especially their burial 
which would eliminate them from 
the investigation. I would continue 
this line of research cancelling out 
all the John Clays who stayed here 
in England until I came across a 
candidate who has disappeared 
without trace. I would then continue 
with other avenues of research on 
that person. 
 It would be a big project but not 
impossible especially if a Society 
had several members to partake in 
the study. I am led to believe that 
all English parish registers are 
available on microfilm in America. 
In those days people were not al-
lowed to leave their parish without 
a special permit and it would be a 
rare occasion for one to be granted. 
The people living inland would 
never see the sea in their whole life-
time. 
 At the time that John Clay went 
to Virginia families with the sur-
name of Clay were living in 23 coun-
ties in England. There were none in 
Scotland, Ireland or Wales. Some of 
those counties had Clays in more 
than one parish. 
 My own theory is that he came 
from one of those families living not 

too far away from the ports from 
which the ships were sailing. Ships to 
Virginia were departing from the Lon-
don Suburb of Greenwich at a place 
called Blackwall near the East India 
Docks. There is a large monument 
there to those first adventurers. It 
was from this spot that the “Susan 
Constant”, “Godspeed” and 
“Discovery” sailed to Virginia. There 
was an abundance of Clay families 
living not far from there in the city of 
London. 
 The ships sailed some 40 miles from 
London up the River Thames to the 
open sea and along the south coast 
taking several days to reach Ply-
mouth in Devon, a journey of some 
400 miles. They took a final rest there 
before the marathon journey across 
the Atlantic Ocean. There were Clays 
living at both the shipping ports of 
London and Plymouth. Another port 
halfway between those two was Ports-
mouth Harbour. There were Clays 
living in that area in the parish of 
Alverstoke near Gosport. A curious 
entry in Alverstoke parish register 
reads, “Buried, one that came from 
Virginia Jan. 9th 1611/12. No name is 
given but it shows one of the relevant 
ships had called at Portsmouth Har-
bour. 
 There were John Clays in the late 
1500s at the shipping ports of London, 
Plymouth, Alverstoke in Portsmouth 
Harbor. Some parishes in Kent and 
also Boston in Lincolnshire had river 
access to the sea. It was from Boston 
at a later date that some of the Pil-
grim Fathers tried to make their es-
cape from England. But they were 
caught and sent back to Scrooby. 
(They were religious dissenters and 
had no permission to travel). A plaque 
at Boston tells of their exploits. 
 The main study for John Clay as I 
mentioned earlier should be the par-
ish registers for those shipping ports. 
London being the capital city had in 
the 1500s 77 parishes and Clays were 
in twenty of them. Out of curiosity, I 
checked the parish register of “St Tho-
mas the Apostle” and found the two 
John Clays there were cancelled out 
by their burials. There are plenty 
more parish registers to be checked if 

anyone was interested in such a project. 
The following is a list of London parish 
registers where the Clays were located 
in the late 1500s. 

London Parish Registers Containing 
Clays Late 1500s 

Name of Parish           Startdate 

St Thomas the Apostle  (checked )1558 

St Andrew by the Wardrobe 1558 

St Brides Fleet Street  1587 

St Giles Without Cripplegate 1561 

St Dunston Stepney  1558 

St Katherine by the Tower 1584 

St Olave Old Jewry  1538 

St Nicholas Cole Abbey  1538 

St Michael Bassishaw  1538 

St Botolph Without Aldgate 1558 

Sst Botolph Without Bishopgate 1558 

St Margaret Westminster 1538 

St Andrew Holborn  1558 

St Vedast Foster Lane  1558 

St James Clerkenwell  1535 

St Augustine Watling Street 1559 

St Peters Cornhill  1538 

All Hallows Honey Lane  1538 

St Gregory/St Paul  1559 

Plymouth County of Devon 

St Andrew   1581 

Boston County of Lincolnshire 

St Botolph   1557
  

St Mildred Poultney  1538  

Alverstoke County of Hampshire  

St Mary  (Portsmouth Harbor) 1559  

                 The Elusive Ancestor—John Clay             by David Clay of England 
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The area around the East India Docks 
at Blackwall on the east side of Lon-
don with its modern buildings looks a 
lot different today than it did in De-
cember, 1606 when those three ships 
“Godspeed, “Susan Constant,” and 
”Discovery” left bound for Virginia but 
it was from here at Blackwall that the 
beginnings of the New World started. 
Blackwell is in the parish of Green-
wich and there was a royal palace 
there at the time. A monument dedi-
cated to those first settlers still stands 
overlooking the River Thames as a 
tribute to those brave adventurers of 
400 years ago.  
 

their advice on some of these issues. 
Some of the changes are just word 
changes ie. Director to Trustee.  
 If anyone has any major questions 
please contact me and I will try to 
answer them. If I can't I will contact 
the attorney and get back to you. 
This will be discussed at our busi-
ness meeting in Lexington. 

Linda Pittano, Chair 

 In June of last year when the 
Board met in Lexington, several is-
sues were discussed. The Board as a 
whole instructed me to incorporate 
our Society. That has been done. We 
also have a tax ID number. When 
talking with the attorney, John 
Petrony, I was told that there may be 
some changes to our bylaws and 
rules and regulations. I have con-
tacted some members and asked for 

Location of First Settlers Monument 

First Settlers Monument 
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Contributed by David Clay, Mansfield, Notts, England 

Clay Genealogy 
Correction  

 Shirley Langdon Wilcox, a mem-
ber of The Clay Family Society and 
currently President of The Virginia 
Genealogical Society, has published 
an article in the Magazine of Vir-
ginia Genealogy, Volume 47, Num-
ber 2 dated May, 2009, entitled “A 
Correction to the Clay Family in 
Adventurers of Purse and Person.” 
This article refers to the book Ad-
venturers of Purse and Person, Vir-
ginia 1607-1624/5, Volume One: A-
F, 4th Ed. 2004, written by John 
Frederick Dorman. The correction 
concerns generations 5 and 6 of the 
Missouri branch of James Clay of 
Chesterfield and Halifax counties 
of Virginia. Due to copyright pro-
tection we are unable to print the 
article or offer reprints. The Maga-
zine of Virginia Genealogy is avail-
able in most genealogy libraries. 

Submitted by Connie Collins 

Peak 65th Anniversary 
 Paul Reed Peak and Jane Wood 
Worley celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary on June 8, 2009 
with a family reunion and buffet 
reception. They married the day 
after Paul graduated from the 
Coast Guard Academy and shortly 
before he shipped out for the war in 
Europe. Following his retirement 
thirty years later as a Captain, he 
and Jane returned to his boyhood 
town of Denver, Colorado. Since 
1989 they have lived at Vinson 
Hall in McLean, Virginia.  
 Their family celebrated with 
them: Roger and Lea Peak and 
grand- daughter Sarah of Arling-
ton, Virginia; Lucy and Cris Birch 
and grandchildren Stephen and 
Deborah of Vienna, Virginia; and 
Martha and Frank Helman of 
Boothbay Harbor, Maine.  From 
the Washington Post, Sunday, 
June 7, 2009.  

Submitted by Connie Collins 

Trustee Report 2010 



This article was obtained by Marcia 
Hovenden, and includes information 
about the families of several CFS 
members. In addition to Marcia, who 
descends from Julina, we have Law-
rence Clay of Kennewick, Washing-
ton, who descends from John Mitchell 
Clay, and perhaps many others 

The area under discussion goes 
from Louisa, Lawrence County, Ken-
tucky, to Perry, Lawrence County, 
Ohio (a 40 mile boat trip on the Big 
Sandy and Ohio rivers). The Missouri 
location was in Daviess County, some 
800 miles to the west. Of particular 
interest in the narrative is that these 
people moved back and forth, unlike 
the usual notion of “moving west” 
and “west again.” Because of the 
dual counties being named 
“Lawrence,” it can be very confusing. 

The article was hard to read, so this 
transcription may contain errors. If 
you find any, please let us know. 
Notes in square brackets, with italics 
include information from other 
sources. Curly brackets indicate 
words that were too hard to reasona-
bly guess. Unfortunately, with this 
signed “A Subscriber” there is no 
way to judge the validity of much of it, 
although I checked it against mar-
riage records, censuses, maps and 
other records as much as possible. 
Some of this appears to have been 
taken by the “subscriber” from His-
tory of Lawrence Co., Ohio by 
Hardesty (1882), but again, that arti-
cle has no sources. 
  
BIG SANDY NEWS 
Louisa, Lawrence Co., Ky. 
February 3, 1922 

Historical Sketch of Early Settlers 
John Mitchell Clay was born in Pulaski 

county, Virginia, Oct, 7, 1821. He had 
one brother, William, some four years or 
more older than he and quite a number of 
sisters all of whom married and settled in 
Lawrence, Boyd and Carter counties. The 
oldest, Betsey married John Riffe, grand-

father of Judge {Billie} Riffe of Louisa. 
{Linomie} (Leany/Linnie) married Isom 
Hogan, father of John and Andrew Hogan 
of Garner, Boyd county. Another (Julina 
Witten/Whitten) married Carter Ball of 
near Grayson, Carter county. Another 
(Patience), Mont Bolt of Bolte Fork, Boyd 
county, for many years surveyor of Boyd 
county. Nancy married her cousin James 
Clay, (s/o Wm Mitchell and Judah) who 
settled just below the falls of Blaine in 
Lawrence county. The youngest daughter, 
Kissie (Keziah), married John M. Burns 
well known as a lawyer and judge of the 
courts and father of your townsman, M. S. 
Burns. 

At the age of five years his father, Wil-
liam Clay, with his family, moved to Law-
rence county, Ky., and settled in East Fork 
near {Meed Tick} where he grew to man-
hood and married Lucinda Basell [Bazell], 
daughter of Elias Basell, who was a noted 
local Methodist preacher and a talented 
singer who frequently made trips down 
Sandy river on rafts of timber and crowds 
would gather on the banks of the river to 
hear him sing as his rafts passed down. 

Samuel Basell, the father of Elias Basell 
and grandfather of Mrs. Clay, at an early 
day, moved to Pike county, Ky., from 
North Carolina and settled on John’s creek 
in Pike county, Ky, on the farm now 
owned by a Mr. Bevins, father of Grace 
Bevins, later they lived in Floyd county 
and thence in Falls of Blaine where they 
lived when their daughter married Mr. 
Clay. Of this marriage six children were 
born. William and Leander in Lawrence 
county, Ky. {w}hen they moved to Mis-
souri [Daviess county] and remained three 
years where their oldest daughter, Re-
becca, was born. In 18[51] they moved 
back to Lawrence county, Ohio, where 
Josie M. [Missouri] was born in 18[53], 
Mandivell G. in 18[57], John C in 18[59] 
and where they both lived till they died, 
Lucinda in [1888] and John M. in 1902. 

When the Civil war broke out John M 
Clay enlisted in the 5th W. Va Volunteer 
Infantry and served three years, took part 
in the battles of Cross Keys, 2nd Bull Run 
and many others.  

William Clay, the father of John M. was 
born Nov. 7, 1777 in Giles county, Va. 
and died in Lawrence county, Ky, at the 
age of 64 years. He was born on New 

River at a place called Clover Bottom. 
They had trouble with hostile Indians. An 
uncle and an aunt of Mr. Clay were killed 
by them and another uncle was taken pris-
oner and afterwards killed. Part of the 
time they were compelled to live in forts. 
His father, William Clay, was married to 
Rebecca Cecil in 1800. Her mother was a 
Whitten and of a large family connection 
known as Whitten and Cecil families. 

She, Rebecca, was born in Montgomery 
county, Va., in 1782 and died in Law-
rence county, Ohio in 1866, being 84 
years old. She had been a member of the 
M. E. Church for upwards of 50 years and 
Mr. Clay’s family all belong to the M. E. 
Church. 

Elias Basell was the father of seven 
children, four boys, Wylie G., William 
H., Martin N., and James B., and three 
daughters, Lucinda J., Pernina? And 
Meribah, all of whom are now dead. 
Wylie G., and Wm. H. both married at 
Falls of Blaine, the former married Marah 
Woods and the latter Amanda Woods, 
sisters, and also sisters to Polly Crank of 
Fallsburg and the mother of the Cooksey 
boys. 

Martin married Anna Layne of Rock 
Camp, Ohio, and Capt. J. R. Basell mar-
ried a Mary Winters of Lawrence county, 
Ohio.All the boys served in the Union 
army during the Civil war and the young-
est, James Barkendale, was a Captain of 
Co. C. 5th W. Va., Inft. 

Of the children of John M. Clay, Wil-
liam died at Ansley, Neb., in {1924} aged 
64 years. Leander died at his home at 
Andis,  Lawrence county, O.  1918, aged 
70 years. 

Of the remaining children Rebecca [m 
David Griffith] and Josie R [never mar-
ried] {are} at {Aid}  O. and John C. at 
Rock Camp, O. near where he was born 
and M. G. [Mandeville Green] resides at  
{__}in Pike county, Ky., where he has 
been teaching school for the last 12 years. 

William Clay, only brother of John M 
Clay, accompanied him and his family to 
Missouri in 1850 and remained there 
when John M. returned to Ohio. This  
proved to be the final separation of 
these brothers for when war was 
declared in 1861, William joined the 
Confederate army and became  

Historical Sketch of Early Settlers 
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estranged from his family or was 
lost or killed for he never returned 
to his family. 

Elias Basell married Elizabeth 
Ratliff of Pikeville in {1827}. She 
was widely related to the citizenry 
of Pike and adjoining counties. 
One of her sisters was Caroline 
Richardson who died in Catletts-
burg several years ago and was 
the mother of ex-sheriff  {“S___” } 
[John] Richardson. 
A SUBSCRIBER 

-- submitted by Pat Dunford and  
Marcia Hovenden 

 Politicians are notorious for 
making grandiose statements about 
patriotism, but in recent years only 
a few have sent theirs sons, and 
daughters, to serve in the nation’s 
wars. Henry Clay, the Statesman, 
made many statements about the 
love of his country. “I know no North 
or South, no East or West. My 
loyalty is first to my country.” “If 
you want to know the key to my 
heart look to the Union.” There were 
others. 
 But Henry Clay backed his words 
with actions. He taught his sons and 
grandsons that their Country, 
spelled with a capital C, had first 
rights to their service. He secured 
appointments for two sons and a 
grandson to the military academy at 
West Point. He found a position in 
the navy for another grandson. A 
descendant of Henry Clay fought in 
every American war from the 
Mexican War through Vietnam. 
Some were career officers; others 
did their duty to country and 
returned home. Henry Clay Jr. shed 

his blood in the Mexican War. Two 
sons, six grandsons, and the husband 
of a granddaughter served one side or 
the other in the Civil War. For the 
descendants of Henry Clay, it was 
truly a Brothers’ War. 
 Two grandsons fought in the Indian 
wars in the west, one participating in 
the capture/surrender of the Apache 
chief, Geronimo. Three additional 
descendants attended West Point. In 
World War II, Robert Pepper Clay, 
father and grandfather of CFS 
members Lucy and Ned Boyajian, was 
decorated by three nations for his 
service. Commander William Stucky, 
a relation of CFS member Julie Brock, 
served with distinction in the Navy. 
 There are , of course, many reasons 
for a man or woman to demonstrate 
their patriotism through military 
service, but the legacy of Henry Clay 
the Statesman reverberated through 
the members of the Clay family. We 
could only wish that other prominent 
American politicians would be as 
quick to loan their sons and daughters 
to the nation in its moments of crisis. 

Billy Payne, Country Artist Will Visit Us 

Sketch, cont. from p.5 

Payne has a long list of awards 
starting with an Airplay Interna-
tional Award for his first single “No 
Limit on Love. He also had a top ten 
single for it from The Independent 
Country Charts in 2000. Another 
Top Ten single “Nadine” was gar-
nered in 2002. In 2003 he was named 
the 27th person on the 50 Top Inde-
pendent Country Artists of the World 
Chart. He is an interna-
tional star, having landed in 
April, 2006 on the Country 
Club Music Charts in 
Europe at #4 with “Blue 
Skies Mountain Air & Clear 
Water” from the album 
“Back to the Simple Life.” 

Of late, Billy has been 
performing live shows with 
the former members of 
Waylon Jennings’ band, the 
Waylors.  They are now 

known as Waymore’s Outlaws. Jerry 
Bridges, Richie Albright and Fred New-
ell were formerly with Waylon 
Jennings, and they have brought on-
board Eugene Moles, former guitarist 
for Merle Haggard and Buck Owens. 
Billy has been with them for several live 
shows together and a TV appearance in 
Tupelo, Mississippi. Bridges is now 
Payne’s manager. 

Billy Payne, a country singer for 
the last twenty-five years will pro-
vide entertainment at our social 
Saturday night June 26, 2010 at 
the Best Western in Lexington, 
KY. His newest CD is “Spirit of An 
Outlaw” and will be out in 2010. 
He is currently promoting 
“Country Till I Die”, which was 
produced by Jerry Bridges, Waylon 
Jennings’s former manager. Jerry 
Bridges, Richie Albright, Fred 
Newell and Eugene Moles recorded 
the cd with Billy. Jerry Bridges co-
wrote two songs with Billy for this 
project. “Long Gone” and “One 
Drink At a Time” both relate to 
lost love and self destruction. Billy 
wrote “Nashville Ain’t the Same.” 
It tells the story from Payne’s 
point of view of the changes he has 
seen Nashville go through for the 
past 25 years. 
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A Legacy of Service 

Membership Directory 
By March 30,  you should receive a 
letter or e-mail a letter requesting 
updating of information, lineages 
and photos. If you do not receive 
yours, please call me at (520) 327-
3891 or  e-mail at PLDunford 
@cox.net.  This is very important so 
as many of our members as possible 
are included. We need the informa-
tion by April 30. 

Submitted by Pat Dunford 
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Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1566 County Road 50 
Ada, OH 45810-9433 
E-mail: PAlex320@aol.com 
Telephone: 419-634-0081 
 
We’re on the web: 
http://www.clayfamilysociety.com 

Randy Gail Clay, 49, of Broken Bow, 
NE died Dec. 27, 2009, at Custer 
Heights in Broken Bow after a lengthy 
battle with diabetes.  He was born Jan. 
17, 1960, to Gail Jr. and Janet (Hohfeld) 
Clay in Broken Bow.  Randy began 
school in Broken Bow then transferred 
to Callaway, NE Public School.  He 
graduated from Callaway high School in 
1978 with honors.  Randy attended col-
lege in Lincoln, NE and later attended a 
technical college in Denver, CO. 

He was diagnosed with diabetes at 
age 13 but never let the disease slow 
him down as he traveled overseas and to 
several states.  He worked in Los Ange-
les, CA and Denver, CO before coming 
back to Broken Bow where he worked 
until his health no longer allowed him to 
do so.  While in Denver he married 
Maria Parks.  They later divorced. 

Randy was a staunch Cardinal fan but 
loved all sports.  He made many friends 
on his computer and especially liked 
fantasy football.  He loved life and will 
be remembered for his teasing ways. 

He is survived by his parents, Gail Jr. 
and Janet, one brother, Corey and (Lim) 
Clay of Broken Bow; nieces and neph-
ews.  Funeral services were Dec. 31, 
2009, at Govier Brothers Mortuary in 
Broken Bow with Pastor Glen Emert 
officiating.  Burial was in Broken Bow 
Cemetery.  Memorials are suggested to 
Broken Bow Ambulance Service or Cus-
ter Heights. 
Lineage: Randy Gail, Gail Jr., Gail B., 
James William, William Henry, John 
Mitchell, William, Mitchell, William 
Mitchell, Submitted by Lawrence Clay 

Melvin Quesenberry needs our help. He 
is working on his family tree and has gone 
back in time with the Quesenberrys, Mar-
shalls, Cox’s, Phillips, Huffs, etc., but Clay 
is one of the two families (the other being 
the Ousleys) where he seems to have hit a 
brick wall. 

His great-great grandfather, Nathaniel 
C. Quesenberry, married Nancy Clay, 
daughter of Middleton Woods Clay (1808-
1863) and Charlotte T. Cox (1808-1874). 
Middleton, Charlotte and their family of six 
children (George, Nancy, John, Elizabeth, 
Mary and Tazwell) are shown in the 1850 
Franklin County, Virginia census. He has a 
significant amount of information of great, 
great, great grandmother Charlotte Cox’s 
family, but nothing on the parents, grand-
parents, etc. for great, great, great grandfa-
ther Middleton Woods Clay. 

He would like to know if anyone in our 
group’s research if anyone has a clue as to 
Middleton Woods Clay’s lineage. 

He would appreciate any information 
garnered and, in turn, if anyone is inter-
ested in Nancy Clay Quesenberry’s descen-
dants, he will provide those. 

If anyone can help him, he can be con-
tacted via snail mail as Mel Quesenberry, 
2000 Merifield Drive, NW, Willis, Virginia 
24380 and via email as silverfox@swva.net. 

Submitted by Gynger Cook 

A great big warm welcome goes out 
to new members James Franklin 
Clay of Hartwell, GA, Sallie Clay 
Lanham of Frankfort, KY, and  Billie 
Carol Gordon of Los Gatos, CA. Wel-
come aboard. 

For Sale 
Don’t forget we have our Clay 
Family Society Cookbooks for sale 
at $10 plus $3 for shipping. We 
also have our very own “Clay 
Journal” written by Billie Jo Mon-
ger at $30 plus $3 shipping. To 
order, contact Linda Pittano at 
chico1226@aol.com or by snail 
mail at 5929 Shaffer Rd., Warren, 
OH 44481. I’m sure you’ll enjoy 
both of them.  

George Albert  

Des Autels 

cruited to be the very first state communi-
cations officer for the Commonwealth of 
Virginia in 1971. He helped Virginia and 
other states set up their own communica-
tions offices as well as establishing a na-
tional organization of state communications 
officers. George came to Lake Placid in 
1997 from Key Largo, FL. He was passion-
ate about golf and was a member of the 
Pine Lake Country Club. George was a 
catholic. We will all miss George. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Mary (Clay) whom he 
married April 10, 1974, and children Chris-
tine, of Stafford, VA, Steven, of Fernandina 
Beach, FL, David of South Pole, Christo-
pher of Richmond, VA, Deborah Hardesty 
of Richmond, and chosen daughter, April 
Pascarella of Panama City, FL; siblings, 
Anne Murray of Orlando, and Aline Dodier, 
Gerard and Paul, all of Amesbury; grand-
children, Samantha, Lauren, Amanda, 
Monica and Alicia; and great grandchil-
dren, Evan, Zoe and chosen great grand-
child, Makayla Bally. Services will take 
place at a later date in Amesbury, MA. Ar-
rangements are under the Michael A. Bro-
chetti Funeral Home in Lake Placid. 

George’s ashes were put to rest in Ames-
bury, MA where he played golf as a 
child. A bench was placed on the sixth 
hole where made one of seven holes in 
one in his lifetime. The bench has his 
name engraved on it. Some of his ashes 
were spread at his parents’ grave site.  

Middleton Woods Clay—Do You Know 
Him? A Query from Melvin Quesenberry 

Randy Gail Clay, 49 PIECES OF  CLAY 

George Albert DesAutels, 77, of 
Lake Placid, FL, Died Monday 
January 19, 2009, at his Placid 
Lakes residence. George was a na-
tive of Ma, born February 21, 1931, 
to Ms. Ella and Adrien DesAutels in 
Amesbury. George entered the U.S. 
Army after completing two years of 
college. He earned chief warrant 
officer and was selected for assign-
ment to the White House Communi-
cations Agency, which provides com-
munications for the president of the 
Unites States. He served under 
John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. 
Johnson from 1963 through 1968 
and President Richard M. Nixon 
from 1968 through 1971. During 
this period, he was responsible for 
insuring that the president was 
continually in contact with his na-
tional security advisors, the mili-
tary as commander in chief and as 
the chief executive of the U.S. gov-
ernment, he was in constant contact 
with all of the federal agencies. This 
entailed any time and any place 
throughout the world. George was 
also personally selected to accom-
pany Vice Presidents Humphrey 
and Agnew to many exotic places in 
Africa and Asia. Following George’s 
retirement from the White House 
and the U.S. Army, he was re-


