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The time is drawing closer 
to our Gathering. I am 
looking forward to renew-
ing old friendships and 
making new ones. It has 
been an honor to serve as 
your President for the last 
two Gatherings. I feel that 
I have accomplished some 
of the things that I started 
out to do. We have pub-
lished our first journal, 
had our first directory and 
are presenting our second 
directory at this Gather-
ing, established a commit-
tee for cemeteries and 
have a working web site. 
There is still so much to 
do! That I will leave to the 
next President. It has been 
a serious undertaking for 

me to make an attempt for 
our Society to grow and 
work together. Without the 
help of numerous people 
this could not have hap-
pened. I must thank a few 
people. First and last is my 
dear husband who puts up 
with me on a daily basis. 
Believe me that is not al-
ways an easy task. Next, it 
is my family who has al-
ways been there to support 
me and help in any way 
that I have asked. Lastly it 
has to be you, the people 
in our Society, who have 

Report from the Chair 

society's website: Madison-
historyky.org. On that site, 
you can also click on Heri-
tage Walk of Fame to find 
information on this aspect 
of historical preservation, 
photographs of last year's 
installation and you can 
view plaques. One for 
Laura Clay was installed 
last year. This Madison 
County Historical Society 
website also has informa-
tion on costs of plaques and 
sponsorship. 

Dr. Rominger hopes 
members of our Society 
will be able to visit and 
hopes he will hear from us 
after our Gathering. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 
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We have received notice 
from Paul Rominger, Ph.D,  
vice-president of the Madison 
County Historical Society 
that a plaque to Cassius M. 
Clay will be installed on the 
Madison County Walk of 
Fame on August 22, 2010. He 
tells us they strive for this 
date because the 22nd is the 
date Madison County origi-
nated. The ceremony will be 
not be elaborate, but members 
of the Clay Family would be 
most welcome, and fam-
ily members might indicate a 
role the family would like to 
have in the program.  

Information on the Madi-
son County Walk of Fame 
can be found on the historical 

Madison County Walk of Fame 
Cassius M Clay 

so please try and be there for it; 
there will be refreshments, 
also.  

If you have not been able to 
contact me, you may call my 
cell at 330-651-5373. If you 
can’t get me that way, please 
contact Linda Pittano at 330-
847-6366 or Phyllis Alexander 
at 419-634-0081.  

To register, you will find the 
form at:  

www.clayfamilysociety.com/ 

or you may send your check 
along with a short note if you 
don't have a registration form.  

Mail to:  

Clay Family Society Gathering 
5131 Pierce Rd.  
Warren, OH 44481. 
 
See you in Kentucky. 

Louise Copenhaver 

Kentucky Ho! 
Our registrations are coming 
along quite nicely, but if you 
have not made your registra-
tion at the Best Western Lex-
ington Conference Center, 
please do so you won't miss 
out on the special rate that 
has been granted to our Gath-
ering.  Our block of rooms 
has had to be increased, and I 
don't know if they will be 
willing to do that again, so if 
you have not made your res-
ervation, please contact the 
hotel and get yours in.  

To help our caterer in order-
ing enough food for us, I 
have extended our deadline to 
June 18. The buffets are in-
cluded in the registration fee 
and I would hate to have any-
one miss out on the buffets 
due to not registering by the 
deadline.  

There is entertainment 
planned for Saturday evening 

Linda Pittano, Chair 

given me the drive and 
energy to continue. I 
thank you for your con-
tinued trust in me to al-
low that to happen. 

Linda Pittano 



Duff ’s Funeral Notices Scrapbook 

March 22, 2010 

Clay Foundation to close later this year 

CHARLESTON, W.Va. -- One of the 
largest philanthropic foundations in the 
Kanawha Valley will close its doors 
later this year.  

The Clay Foundation, which has 
awarded $100 million in grants over 
nearly a quarter century, will wind 
down its operations on Oct. 31, the 
Charleston Daily Mail reported in Tues-
day's editions.  

The foundation was formed by brothers 
Buckner and Lyell Clay when they sold 
Clay Communications in 1987. The 
business included several television 
stations and newspapers, including the 
Daily Mail. Buckner Clay died in 2003, 
followed by his brother Lyell in 2007. 

The foundation's major beneficiary has 
been the Clay Center for the Arts and 
Sciences, which has received nearly 
$59 million, according to the Daily 
Mail. But dozens of other organizations 
have benefited as well.   

Source: Charleston Gazette Newspaper 

Submitted by: Linda Pittano 

 

The Order of First Families of North 
Carolina, the Order of the Crown in 
America and he was a fellow of the 
Virginia Genealogical Society. He was 
a member of the Church of Christ. He is 
survived by three aunts, Gracie Nichols 
(Frank) Young of Pulaski, Tenn., Sara 
Ezell (Gilbert) Young and Frances 
Hickey (Odell) Young of Nashville, 
Tenn. Recently deceased was his aunt, 
Maurine Shivers (Elbert) Young of 
Nashville, Tenn. He is also survived by 
first cousins, Anne Escue Early (Loyd) 
Frashier of Malibu, Calif., Joanne Pas-
chall (Ferris) Harmon and Elaine 
Young (James) McGuire of Atlanta, 
Ga., Janet Young Watson and Paul D. 
Young of Pulaski, Tenn., Dr. Larry D. 
Young of Mocksville, N.C., Linda 
Young (Grady) Bogue of Knoxville, 
Tenn., Glenda Young (James) Hutchen-
son and Jane Young of Nashville, 
Tenn., and Martin Young of Oxford, 
Miss. Mr. Clay will be buried with his 
parents and grandparents in the Clay 
family plot in the Dixon Springs, Tenn. 
Cemetery following services at a later 
date. Memorials may be made to: Smith 
County Tennessee Historical & Genea-
logical Society, P.O. Box 112, Car-
thage, Tenn. 37030.  

Sanderson of Carthage, arrangements 
(www.sandersonfh.com) 

(Richmond Times-Dispatch,  05/09/2010 ) 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 

Editor’s Note: Robert Young Clay 
was a charter member of Clay 
Family Society 

It was with a heavy heart that I learned 
of Robert (Bob) Young Clay’s passing. 
So many wonderful things can be said 
of him but to me he was the true south-
ern gentleman. Those who were fortu-
nate to meet him will have so many 
stories to tell. His quick wit and humor 
was just one of his many characteris-
tics. We as a Society owe a great debt 
to him, not the least is the crest that he 
donated and not ending with his great 
works in genealogy. 

Rest in peace, Bob 

The funeral services of Mr. Thomas H. Clay 
will take place at Christ Church, tomorrow 
(Monday) afternoon at 4 o’clock. The friends of 
the family are invited to attend. Sunday, March 
19, 1871 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The funeral services of F. Montmollin, Jr., will 
take place at his late residence on High Street at 
3 o’clock P.M. The friends of the family are 
invited to attend. Saturday, December 30, 1871  

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
The funeral services of Rev. Dr. Robert 
Breckenridge will be conducted at the 2d Pres-
byterian Church, at 12 M. to-morrow. The 
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Robert 

Young 

Clay 

Clay, Robert Young, age 73, of  Rich-
mond, Va., and a native of Dixon 
Springs, Tenn., died May 6, 2010 in 
Richmond. He was born September 4, 
1936 to the late Robert Bell and Ruth 
Young Clay. Through his life, Mr. Clay 
was a heraldic artist, producing hundreds 
of paintings of coats of arms. After re-
tirement, he returned to landscape paint-
ings, sold through galleries in Richmond 
and Alexandria, Va. He also conducted a 
lifetime of research on the Clay geneal-
ogy. He received a Bachelor of Fine Arts 
Degree in 1960 from the University of 
Tennessee, Knoxville, having studied 
painting under C. Kermit Ewing and 
Walter H. Stephens, after which he was 
employed by the UT Library. In 1969, he 
received his Master of Library Science 
degree from George Peabody College in 
Nashville. From 1970, when he moved to 
Richmond, until retirement in 2001, he 
worked  as a genealogical reference ar-
chivist with the Virginia State Library 
and  Archives now the Library of Vir-
ginia. During that time and in  retirement 
he spoke nationally on research in Vir-
ginia records. Mr. Clay was a member of 
The Order of First Families of Virginia, 

Obituary Robert Young Clay Memories 

Clay Foundation 

friends of the family are respectfully invited 
to attend.  December 19, 1871 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
 The funeral services of Edward Cronly will 
take place from Christ Church to-morrow, 
Thursday afternoon at 4 1/2 o’clock. Friends 
of the family are invited to attend. 
Lexington, Ky., July 10, 1871 
 
From: Duff’s Funeral Notices Scrapbook.  
Duff, James M.; Lexington, Ky: Lexington 
Public Library, 1806-1807  

Submitted by Linda Pittano 



Clay descendants attending the Clay 
Family gathering who are interested in 
researching ancestors from Virginia 
and Kentucky can find a number of 
very good libraries in the area around 
Lexington, Kentucky. Most of the li-
braries also have resources from other 
states. To make the most of your time, 
check the library websites and search 
the online catalogs to identify publica-
tions of interest before visiting. Having 
catalog numbers for books available 
when you arrive at the library helps you 
save time and directly access books 
that you are interested in. These librar-
ies are: Lexington Public Library 140 
East Main in Lexington, KY 40507. 
Phone 859-231-5530. Hours: Mon-
Thurs 9-9, Fri. 9-6, Sun. 1-5 Website 
www.lexpublib.org/page/genealogy-
resources The Lexington Library has a 
catalog online that can be searched 
from your home computer. This library 
has extensive genealogical resources 
and also has access to some historical 
newspapers. Duncan Tavern DAR 
John Fox Jr. Library 323 High Street 
in Paris, KY 40361-2002 Hours: Tues-
day thru Saturday 10am-12 noon and 
1pm-4 Phone 859-987-1788 Website: 
www.kentuckydar.org/johnfoxjrlibrary/
indexhtm Charge is $4.00 waived for 
DAR, SAR and CAR members. The 
John Fox Jr. Library is the official Ge-
nealogical Library for the Kentucky 

Society of the National Society of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. 
Paris-Bourbon County Library 701 
High Street in Paris, KY Hours MWF 
9:30-5:30, Tu Thu 9:30-8pm, Sat. 9:30-
3pm Phone 859-987-4419 Website: 
http://bourbonlibrary.org/genealogy.ht
m The website lists an extensive list of 
holdings for Bourbon County Geneal-
ogy and Local History plus links for 
other Kentucky resources.  

For those who have additional time, 
there are two excellent research facili-
ties in Frankfort, KY about a one hour 
drive west from Lexington. Kentucky 
Department for Libraries and Ar-
chives (KDLA) KDLA is located at: 
300 Coffee Tree Road in Frankfort, KY 
40601 Hours Mon thru Fri 10am-4pm. 
Phone: 502-564-8300 or toll free 800-
928-700. Holdings include microfilms 
of KY County Records. Kentucky His-
torical Society Thomas D. Clark 
Center for KY History Martin F. 
Schmidt Research Library Location: 
100 West Broadway in Frankfort, KY 
40601 Phone: 502-564-1792 ext. 4460 
e-mail: Refdesk@ky.gov Web-
site:http://history.ky.gov Hours: Weds. 
10-4, Thurs. 10-8, Fri. & Sat. 10-5. 
Very extensive genealogical and his-
tory library 

Submitted by Connie Collins 

Marshfield Library in Wisconsin Marriages, Births 
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Genealogical Research in  
The Bluegrass Area 

 

 

Name                    Event      Newspaper    Date 

CLAY, ANDREW   MARRIAGE  Marshfield Times    Jun 17, 1898 page 8, col. 2 
 Notes: license issued-Morris Solmonson-Chicago/wed Lucy Stone 
 
CLAY, BABY BOY  BIRTH   Marshfield News Herald   Jul 9, 1997 page 2A col. 6 
 Notes: parents Elizabeth & Richard Clay of Antigo   
 
CLAY, KYLE KEVIN  BIRTH   Marshfield News Herald   Sep 27, 1997 page 2A col.6     
 Notes: parents Kathrin & Kevin Clay of Antigo 
 
CLAY, RYAN R   BIRTH   Marshfield News Herald   Dec 31, 1990 page 12 col 6 
 Notes: parents: Randy & Debbie Clay of Antigo 
 

Source: Marshfield Library 211 E. Second St. Marshfield, WI 54449 Submitted by Linda Pittano 

Sweet Potato Pie:        Ray Bradshaw          

2 pie shells (unbaked) —11/2 cups mashed 
sweet potatoes—1/2 cup brown sugar—1/2 
cup white sugar– 3 Tbsp butter — 1/2 tsp. 
nutmeg—1/2 tsp. cinnamon—1/2 tsp. all-
spice —1 tsp. vanilla—1/2 tsp. salt—1 
Tbsp. lemon juice—3 eggs, beaten—1 1/4 
cups light cream or undiluted evaporated 
milk 

Preheat oven to 450 degrees. Prick pie 
shells with fork. Bake 8 minutes; remove 
from oven. Mix sweet potatoes and sugar; 
add butter, nutmeg, cinnamon, allspice, 
vanilla, salt and lemon juice. Mix well. 
Gradually add eggs and cream or milk; mix 
until smooth. Pour mixture into partially 
baked pie shells. Bake at 375 degrees 
about 35 minutes or until knife inserted in 
center comes out clean. 

Sugarless Chocolate Cake 

Submitted by Gynger Cook 

1/2 cup shortening—1/2 cup molasses—
1/2 tsp. salt—4 heaping Tbsp cocoa—1 3/4 
c. cake flour— 1/2 tsp. baking soda—2 
eggs, beaten—1 1/2 tsp. baking powder—1 
c. milk—1 tsp. vanilla 

Beat everything together well, pour into 2 
greased and floured 8” pans, bake 350 de-
grees for about 20 minutes. 

You may see recipes from time to time from 
our Clay Family Book. They are still for 
sale! 

Clay Family Recipes 



Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1566 County Road 50 
Ada, OH 45810-9433 
E-mail: PAlex320@aol.com 
Telephone: 419-634-0081 
 
We’re on the web: 
CFS website: 
http://www.clayfamilysociety.com 
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We Will Visit Ashland and White Hall 

Originally built by Green Clay in 1798 as a two-story Georgian brick structure, the house was remodeled and doubled in 
size in the 1860s as an Italianate style structure and renamed  from Clermont to White Hall.  Cassius Marcellus Clay was 
born here in 1810. He later retired here and died in 1903.  White Hall is now a Kentucky State Park Historic Site.  The 
CFS toured White Hall in 2002, as shown here, with members taking a break before lunch. Note Connie Collins is look-
ing for a photo opportunity, while Dave Hovenden is hard at work on his notes!. 

Note from Editor 
In this issue you will find a copy 
of the program for our upcoming 
Gathering in Lexington. You may 
want to bring it with you. You 
will also find a proposed “code of 
regulations” for incorporating our 
society as a nonprofit corporation 
under the laws of the State of 
Ohio. You may want to look it 
over carefully because we will be 
voting on it at our meeting in 
June. 

As an aside, many of you may 
want to know that our Meetings 
Director, Louise Copenhaver, had 
a fire in her home recently and 
lost just about everything. The 
good thing is that she and all her 
family are safe. Let’s keep them 
in our prayers. 

Phyllis Alexander, Editor 

A great big welcome goes 
out to new members Carol 
Lovelady Dehan of Hous-
ton, Texas, to Shirley Clay 
Davis of Stone Mountain, 
Georgia, to Janis L. Com-
stock-Jones of Mt. Vernon, 
Ohio, to Luann Kelly of 
Carlisle, Kentucky and to 
Marilyn Harvey Gilmer of 
San Anselmo, California.  

Ashland, named for the many ash trees on the property, was the plantation and mansion for 
many years of Henry Clay. It was there he introduced the Hereford breed of livestock to the 
United States. Rebuilt and remodeled by his heirs, Ashland is now a museum. The museum 
includes 17 acres of the original estate grounds. 


