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As the Clay Family Society prepares to 
meet in Independence, Missouri, members 
might be interested to know the saga of one 
of their ancestors that lived there.  It is a 
tragic story, but it also contains heroism, 
honor, and duty, characteristics keenly culti-
vated by that branch of the Clay family.  
Andrew Eugene Erwin, grandson of Henry 
Clay, married Josephine Russell, the daugh-
ter of Col. William H. Russell, in Callaway 
County, Missouri on 10 July 1853.  The 
young couple moved to Independence 
where he operated a business supplying 
goods to settlers heading west across the 
Great Plains.  Eugene and Josephine had 
four daughters born in that area of Mis-
souri—Lucretia (Lula), Nettie, Mary Web-
ster and Eugenia.  (Mary Webster Erwin 
Anderson was the great grandmother of 
Clay Family Society member Bill LaBach). 

There are no living descendants in Inde-
pendence today, largely because of the trag-
edy that filled their lives.  Eugene was born 
2 October 1830, the son of Henry Clay’s 
last surviving daughter, Anne Clay Erwin, 
but he became an orphan at the age of five.  
Anne fell victim to that scourge of Clay 
women, too frequent childbirth.  Eugene 
spent much of his youth at Ashland, Henry 
Clay’s estate.  He was educated by his 
grandfather at Transylvania and Kentucky 
Military Institute.  The young Erwin wanted 
to attend West Point, but Henry Clay used 
his influence instead to seek an appointment 
for Henry Hart Clay, the son of Henry Clay 
Jr. who died in the Mexican War.  Erwin’s 
dark complexion, deep black eyes, and som-
ber expression are unique among Clay de-
scendants, but his independence and force 
of will were not.  He had the most potential 
of all the Erwin children. 

As a young man Erwin headed to Califor-
nia to make his fortune.  He struck gold 
there—of a sort.  He met Josephine Russell, 
a bright and energetic young woman who 
would be as strong and heroic as her hus-
band.  They seemed poised to become a 
successful couple in Independence. 

Unfortunately, Civil War intervened, as it 
did in so many Clay lives.  At first, Eugene 
promised not to become involved, but the 
duties of manhood were too strong.  He 

joined the Missouri militia which later 
became the 6th Missouri, C.S.A.  He 
fought at Wilson’s Creek and Elkhorn 
Tavern, then at Iuka and Corinth in Mis-
sissippi.  The 6th Missouri was made up 
of rough, tough men of the frontier who 
were not easily impressed, but Erwin 
quickly won their trust.  On 15 ay 1862, 
he was elected lieutenant colonel of his 
regiment, and when in battle he led with 
reckless abandon.  After recuperating 
from a wound received at Corinth, he 
rejoined his regiment in the defense of 
Vicksburg. 

Eugene Erwin suffered another horri-
ble legacy too common to the Clays.  He 
was a victim of tuberculosis and the con-
ditions at Vicksburg hastened its onset.  
Learning of her husband’s condition 
Josephine, accompanied by her oldest 
daughter, sought to join him.  Crossing 
battle lines and seeking information in a 
Confederate army that at its best com-
municated poorly, Josephine finally 
found her husband in April 1863.  
Eugene suffered a second wound, again 
in the foot and a recurrence of his illness 
forced him to relinquish his command.  
However, when the Union forces deto-
nated a cache of explosives beneath the 
Confederate lines defending Vicksburg, 
Erwin insisted upon rejoining his men.  
Leading the 6th Missouri in an attempt to 
repel the Union forces,  

Eugene Erwin was struck in the chest 
by two musket balls, dying instantly. 

Josephine and Lula endured the re-
mainder of the siege, but were fortunate 
to gain a hearing before Union com-
mander, General Ulysses Grant.  Out of 
respect for Henry Clay, Grant gave or-
ders that she be escorted back to Mis-
souri.  Josephine refused to shake his 
hand, an action she later regretted, and 
with the battle flag of the 6th Missouri 
hidden in her clothing she returned to 
Missouri.  Tragedy, however, was 
not finished with this young family.  
Josephine gave birth to a fourth daugh-
ter, named Eugenia in honor of her fa-
ther.  The infant lived only a few days,  
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undoubtedly another victim of a horrible 
war. 

Josephine and her three daughters 
eventually moved to Kentucky where she 
married Henry Clay’s youngest son, John 
Morrison Clay.  She became a successful 
thoroughbred horse woman, one of the 
first women to be directly involved in 
that business.  In addition to raising thor-
oughbreds Josephine wrote a number of 

novels and short stories.  One of those 
novels, Uncle Phil, told the story of 
Vicksburg and the heroism of Colonel 
Eugene Erwin of the 6th Missouri.  One 
of her daughters, Mary Webster Erwin, 
married a Missouri banker, M.W. 
Anderson, and lived in Missouri until 
his death.  Today a monument near the 
site where he died honors the valor of 
Colonel Eugene Erwin. 

For further information read Henry Clay 
Simpson, Jr., Josephine Clay:  Pioneer 
Horsewoman of the Bluegrass and Kent 
Masterson Brown, “The Colonel and his 
Lady:  Colonel Eugene Erwin and His 
Wife Josephine”, The Filson History Quar-
terly 75 (Spring 2001); 205-244. 

 
Lindsey Apple 

Eugene and Josephine Erwin, cont. 
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Grimes & Sarah Hancock 
St. Francois County: 
 Eleazer Clay – b 1777, VA, s/o James 

& Mgt (Muse) Clay; m Mary Dum-
ville/Dummiese 

St. Genevieve County: 
 Solomon Clay –b c1784, NC, s/o Isaac 

Clay; m Mary Ann 

Clay heads of households in 1840 are in 
thirteen counties 

Buchanan County: 
 Greenberry Clay, (Green Clay) b 1805, 

MO, s/o Jeremiah & Nancy Clay; m 
Malva Ann Musick 

Clark County: 
 John Clay, b c1790, KY; m Martha 
Cole County: 
 Gardner Clay – John Gardner Clay, b 

1807, s/o Jeremiah & Nancy 
(Gardner) Clay; m Mgt Miller 

 Green Clay – b 1805, s/o Jeremiah & 
Nancy (Gardner) Clay 

 Jeremiah Clay – b 1765, s/o James & 
Mgt (Muse) Clay; m Frances John-
son & Mrs. Nancy Ott 

Crawford County: 
 Charles Clay, b 14 July1789, VA, m 

Lucinda 
 Hiram Clay, b c1819, VA; m Mary 

Curnett, 29 June 1836, Crawford 
Co., MO 

Monroe County: 
 C F Clay, b 1790-1800 
Montgomery County: 
 Isaac Clay, b 1810-20 
Newton County: 
 S A Clay, b 1800-10 
Perry County: 
 Mary A. Clay, widow of Solomon B 

Clay 
Platte County: 
 Johnson Clay – b 1798, s/o Jeremiah & 

1st wife Frances Clay; m Rebecca 
Collett 

In the July 2011, Pieces of Clay, Pat 
Dunford submitted a short article on 
Clays in the 1850 Missouri census. Some 
of these Clay families were very early 
Missouri pioneers. Below are Missouri 
Clay heads of households in 1830 and 
1840.  When known, I have annotated the 
listings. Even if our Clay Society mem-
bers are not direct descendants of those 
who settled in Missouri, it is quite possi-
ble that their siblings or cousins are 
among those who went west.  

Perhaps other readers can identify more 
of these men. I am descended from 
Jeremiah Walker Clay (b. 1765), whose 
daughter Louisa Clay married James 
Townsend Thompson in Missouri and 
then traveled by covered wagon to Lake 
County, California. 

Clay heads of households in 1830 are in 
five counties 
 
Cole County: 
 John G Clay – b 1807, MO, s/o 

Jeremiah & 2nd wife Nancy 
(Gardner) Clay; m Mgt Miller 

 Johnson Clay – b 1798, KY, s/o 
Jeremiah & 1st wife Frances Clay; m 
Rebecca Collett 

 William Clay – b 1800, KY, s/o 
Jeremiah & 1st wife Frances Clay; m 
Sarah Collett 

 Jeremiah Clay – b 1765, VA, s/o James 
& Mgt (Muse) Clay; m Frances 
Johnson & Mrs. Nancy Ott 

Montgomery County: 
 George Clay, b 1790-1800 
 Abram Clay – b 1760, PA; s/o John 

Nicholas Clay & Catherine Weger-
lin; m Mary Jones 

St. Charles County: [index on Ancestry 
says Pike Co.] 

 James Clay – b c1771, VA; s/o James 
& Mgt (Muse) Clay; m Faithful 

 William Clay – b 1800, s/o Jeremiah & 
1st wife Frances Clay; m Sarah Col-
lett 

St. Charles County: 
 Widow Clay – Sarah (Hancock) Clay, 

wid. of James b. c1771 
St. Francois County: 
 Eleazer Clay – b 1777, s/o James & 

Mgt (Muse) Clay; m Mary Dum-
ville/Dummiese 

 James W Clay, b c1807, TN; m Polly 
A 

 Wade H Clay, b 1820-30 or c1814, 
MO 

 William Clay – b 1806, s/o Eleazer & 
Mary Dumville/Dummiese; m Sarah 
Murphy 

St. Louis County: 
 George Clay – b 1796, KY, s/o Samuel 

Clay & Nancy Winn; m Almira 
Bainbridge 

 Thomas Clay, b 1810-20 
Warren County: 
 James Clay, b 1810-20 

Shirley Langdon Wilcox 

See related article page 4 

Annotated Early Clay Families in Missouri 

Correction 
Welcome to William Henry Clay of 
Andersonville, Tennessee. William was 
misidentified in the July issue of Pieces 
of Clay.  Our apologies, William! 

Notice 
Pat Dunford is compiling the available 
genealogies for the members of the Clay 
Family Society in a common database 
for our private use. 
 
If you have not done so, please print out 
the membership form, complete it and 
send it to Pat. ClayFamilySociety.com  



Sarah (Sallie) Clay Martin and her sister 
Rachel Clay Martin were daughters of Dr. 
Henry Clay III and Rachel Povall.  Sallie 
married Matthew Martin and Rachel mar-
ried his brother Barclay Martin. During the 
Revolution the families were in South 
Carolina, and the sisters helped to capture 
important documents from a British cou-
rier concerning troop movements. Sallie 
Clay Martin at great risk carried the docu-
ments to General Nathaniel Greene to pro-
vide him with information about the Brit-
ish troops.  Sallie and Rachel and their 
families settled in Bedford County, Ten-
nessee. Sallie had a large family but Ra-
chel had no descendants.  Matthew Martin 
is a member of the Sons of the American 
Revolution and Dr. Henry Clay (III), is 
recognized for his Patriot Service by the 
DAR. 

Elizabeth Hudson Clay Watkins was the 

wife of John Clay and the mother of Henry 
Clay, the Statesman. She was honored for 
her Patriot Service in providing a horse to 
the army when she lived in Hanover 
County Virginia. Elizabeth Clay married 
Henry Watkins after the death of John 
Clay. The Watkins family lived in Wood-
ford County, Kentucky where Elizabeth 
died in 1829. 

To access the DAR site go to 
www.dar.org/ , click on Library then 
Online Research. A page with The DAR 
Genealogical System (GRS) comes up, 
click on the GRS box. When the next page 
comes up click on the Ancestor Tab.  I just 
typed in Clay and Virginia and the 3 pages 
of Clays came up.  

 
Connie Collins 

Volunteer members of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution (DAR) are cur-
rently entering information from DAR 
applications of members on the DAR inter-
net site. These applications have been on 
file at DAR headquarters and they are now 
becoming available to the general public 
via the internet.  DAR membership is on-
going and continually growing, and new or 
additional applications are being added 
daily.   

Accepted applications for 25 Clays from 
Virginia were found on the DAR site.  Of 
these, 11 were for military service and 14 
were for Patriot Service.  Two of the appli-
cations were for women, Sallie Clay Mar-
tin and Elizabeth Hudson Clay Watkins. 
The sites contain the DAR numbers for the 
applications and copies of the applications 
and existing background information can 
be purchased for many records. 

Clays in the Revolution via DAR site 

The brief time your officers were able 
to spend in June at places of historical 
and genealogical interest east of Kansas 
City whetted our appetites for a deeper 
experience next June 21-24. That’s when 
we will come together to renew family 
acquaintances and appreciate more the 
role that Clays made in the westward 
expansion of our country. The current 
membership of the CFS is, of course, 
scattered from coast to coast. The major-
ity live in the east and thus reflect the 
roots of those Clays whose migrations 
were measured in hundreds of miles (if 
that), rather than thousands. But in this 
next Gathering, our seventh, it is appro-
priate that we find ourselves pretty much 

in the geographical center of the U.S. to 
honor those who ventured that far. Our 
special emphasis will be those men and 
women who came to the trailheads at 
Independence with the clear intent of 
pushing on from there, some all the way 
to the Pacific. 

The National Frontier Trails Museum, 
where we will spend time on Friday, has 
a map covering an entire wall showing 
all the routes that led west from Inde-
pendence – the Santa Fe, Oregon, Mor-
mon, and a number of others. Those who 
ventured out on all those trails faced tri-
als, hardships along the way both re-
corded in journals (part of the Museum, 
of course), but most that we can only 
imagine. One hint of the contrast be-
tween the high hopes these pioneers be-
gan with and the harsh realities of what 
they encountered is represented by the 
Museum’s collection of items they were 
forced to abandon along the way. As 
pack animals died, water gave out, wag-

ons broke down, crucial turns were 
missed, the migrants’ dream of replicat-
ing the lifestyle they had known back 
east gave way to issues of pure survival. 
A huge and beautiful grandfather clock is 
just one of dozens of  household posses-
sions on display representing a trail of 
downsized expectations. 

Shirley and I have already handed 
down to our next generation a set of 
chairs that her great-grandparents, having 
homesteaded in central Kansas after the 
Civil War, bought from folks passing 
through who were forced to lighten their 
load. Artifacts and the stories that go 
with them, genealogies and the individu-
als that inhabit them, present day connec-
tions and future family dreams – all these 
are part of our 2012 Gathering experi-
ence. Plan now to be there, and encour-
age others in your family circle to do the 
same.      

Charlie Herrick 

PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS – WESTWARD 
HO! AND HOW.  ALSO WHEN, WHERE, ETC. 
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New Book by Lindsey Apple 
sity Press of Kentucky. It can be 
found at Amazon.com. If you go 
there to the books section and type 
in Lindsey Apple, both of his books 
will come up. His other book is ti-
tled Cautious Rebel: A Biography of 

Susan Clay Sawitzky.  I have read 
Cautious Rebel and highly recommend 
it and am sure his new book will be 
just as good. 

Editor 

Word has been received that the new 
book by CFS Vice President Manage-
ment Lindsey Apple is now available. 
It is  The Family Legacy of Henry 
Clay: In the Shadow of a Kentucky 
Patriarch  and printed by The Univer-
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(adapted from David H Burr map, 1839, David Rumsay map collection) 

MISSOURI . .  where Clays lived in 1840 and 1850.  . Where were they from? 

 How did they travel?. . . Where did they go? In 1840, there were about twenty-
one families with the surname 
“Clay” living in Missouri, according 
to the census.   

They were found in counties 
throughout Missouri from the Mis-
sissippi River to Kansas Territory. 
On page 2, Shirley Wilcox annotated 
the available census and gives us the 
families of some of these.  

On the map, you will see the coun-
ties they lived in in 1840 marked in 
white circles: 

A = Buchanan (1840 only) 
B = Platte 
F = Clark 
H = Monroe  
J = Cole  
K = Montgomery  
L = Warren (1840 only) 
M = St Charles 
N = St Louis  
O = Crawford  
P = St Francois  
Q = Perry  
S = Newton (1840 only) 

By 1850, there were forty-one 
families or single adults.  Of these, 
twelve of the heads-of-household and 
single adults were born in Missouri. 
The remainder had migrated to Mis-
souri from other states or countries.   

From the 1850 census we find the 
state or country they were born in.   

Here we list the birthplaces fol-
lowed by the counties of residence in 
1850, marked on the map with blue 
triangles. 

Kentucky (9 households) 
 H - Monroe 
 B - Platte 
 D - Daviess 
 N - St Louis 

 K - Montgomery 
Virginia (4 households) 
 O - Crawford 
Tennessee (2 households) 
 T - Barry 
 P - St Francois 
Ohio  (2 households) 
 G - Lafayette 
Louisiana (1 household) 
 J - Cole 
North Carolina (1 household) 
 Q - Perry 

Pennsylvania (1 household) 
 N - St Louis 
Ireland (1 household) 
 N - St Louis 
Who were these families?  
Why did they move to Missouri? 
Who were the women who headed 

households of Clay children, and 
who were the fathers or husbands?  

Who were the Clays with different 
names, descended from Clay daugh-
ters? 

Declare Your Independence 
Join us in Independence, Missouri,  June 21-24, 2012!  

Don’t miss the SEVENTH biennial Clay Family Society Gather-
ing in the geographic and demographic epicenter of the United 
States.  Learn more about how and why people migrated within the 
United States. 

Watch for the program and registration in the NEXT Pieces of 
Clay! 


