
More details are falling into place as 

we look forward to our Gathering just 

five months from now – the weekend of 

June 26-29. See the outline of events 

elsewhere in this Pieces of Clay and 

start making your plans to attend. As I 

write this in sub-zero and snow blown 

Michigan, I can hardly wait for the 

warmer (maybe even hot?) time we will 

enjoy together in tidewater Virginia. Af-

ter our Board meeting there last sum-

mer, I wrote in this column something 

about our twin sites of Williamsburg 

and Jamestown. Each, along with near-

by Yorktown, is fascinating in its own 

way, and, given the John Clay (1613) 

connection, especially intriguing for us 

in the CFS.  We remember that not all 

members of the Society are descended 

from him, but the part he and others 

played in the first successful English 

colony in the New World is rightly of 

interest to us all. 

A book I cited last summer that gives 

an excellent historical overview is The 

River Where America Began: A Journey 

Along the James, by Bob Deans. You 

might want to find it or a similar source 

in preparation for your trip, which many 

in the CFS, we are hearing, will be mak-

ing for the first time. Here are some ex-

cerpts from Deans’ book to whet your 

appetite: Regarding the original 104 or 

so colonists of 1607: “More mixed litter 

than finely tuned team, the colonists 

were an unlikely collection of common-

ers and elites, assorted volunteers and 

recruits that would never have spent 

time together as a group in socially 

stratified England.” On their first view 

of the James: “Their arduous sea trial 

behind them, the English settlers sailed 

upstream on the balmy breath of 

spring, their faith rewarded with an an-

swer to prayer: a vast riverside realm 

where they might build anew between 

verdant shores and towering clouds, so 

near to heaven and so far from home.”   

On the wary reception of the Indi-

ans: “The native Virginians…had their 

own way of looking at these strange 

English newcomers, whether as wan-

dering busybodies or threatening in-

vaders, no one could be quite sure.” 

On the relationship between the lead-

ers of the two groups that would alter-

nately cooperate in life saving ways 

and engage in deadly massacres: “Few 

relationships in American history have 

opened with more promise, only to end 

in more disappointment, than the one 

between [John] Smith and Powhatan, 

two men thrown together from differ-

ent worlds who had an astonishing 

amount in common…men of their 

word who would readily make up lies 

from whole cloth if it better suited 

their purpose; men who could be trust-

ed, in other words, except when they 

couldn’t.” 

This last quote hints at the complexi-

ty of the colony – its life and even abil-

ity to survive at all, especially during 

the extreme famine of the winter of 

1609-10, and the decision to give it all 

up and sail back to England (as the in-

jured John Smith had already done). 

Abandoning the site and sailing down-

stream, the survivors were astonished 

the second day out to meet ships bring-

ing new leadership from England that 

would revive the colony, if not resolve 

all its issues. Matters would get even 
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more problematic with the successful 

cultivation of tobacco and the resulting 

removal of the Indians from their land, 

and the arrival of the first slaves in 

1619. This happened to coincide with 

the first representative governing body 

in the Americas: “In the single month 

of August 1619, the seeds of democra-

cy and slavery had been sown side by 

side along the banks of the James, the 

twisted paradox of American begin-

nings rooted in a contradiction that 

would confound and conflict the nation 

for centuries to come.”   

If, as someone has said, all questions 

of history can be explained by geogra-

phy, come in June to see how these –

time and space – meet together with 

your personal interests and stories. 

Come and appreciate the classic archi-

tecture of Williamsburg, the ongoing 

archeology of Jamestown, and weav-

ing together of our Clay family stories 

from colonial times to now. Make new 

connections, reunite with long lost 

cousins, hear experts in fields of inter-

est to us all, and look forward to some 

fine food and fellowship. See you 

there!   

Charlie Herrick 
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 Visiting Williamsburg and  
Jamestown 

Material Needed for  
Pieces of Clay 

Have you solved a problem? Do 

you have research questions? Pic-

tures? Short articles? Family 

news? This is the place for you! 

Pieces of Clay needs your materi-

al. Email attachments are prefera-

ble, but the USPS works as well. 

Write to PoCEditor@cox.net, or 

3736 N Tucson Blvd, Tuc-

son, AZ 85716. 
 
Items due for the April issue 

by March 15.  

SEIZING BODIES FOR DEBT  
In the churchyard of North Wingfield, Derby-

shire, [England] a gravestone bears the follow-

ing inscription: -- In memory of Thomas, son of 

John and Mary Clay who departed this life De-

cember 16th 1724, in the 40th year of his age. 
What though no mournful kindred stand 
   Around the solomn bier; 
No parents wring the trembling hand 
   Or drop the silent tear; 
No costly oak adorned with art 
   My weary limbs inclose; 
No friends impart a winding sheet 
   To deck my last repose.” 

The cause of the foregoing epitaph is thus 

explained: -- 
Thomas Clay was a man of intemperate 

habits and at the time of his death was in-

debted to the village innkeeper named 

Adlington, to the amount of twenty 

pounds. The publican resolved to seize the 

body, but the parents of the deceased care-

fully kept the door locked until the day 

appointed for the funeral. As soon as the 

door was opened Adlington rushed into the 

house, seized the corpse, and placed it on a 

form in the open street, in front of the resi-

dence of the parents of the departed. Clay’s 

friends refused to discharge the publican’s 

account. After the body had been exposed 

for several days, Adlington committed it 

the the ground in a bacon chest. – William 

Andrews, FRHS, Hull. 
 
From the Derby Mercury Jan 17th 1883.  

Contributed by member David Clay, Mans-

field, Notts, England 

Jamestown is a wonderful, operating “dig” 

which we will get to see, and you never know 

what awaits us there.  This photo, from the CFS 

Board meeting of 2013, shows our group on a 

guided tour. Note the flat surfaces and ample 

seating.  Nearby is the Jamestown Church tower, 

a seventeenth century structure that was pre-

served in the 1890s, and is 

now being “unrestored” to 

allow for modern archaeo-

logical techniques to master 

its mysteries. By this summer, we should get much more information 

about this and other artifacts and antiquities.  

The day we were there, the militia was camped on the Green by the Magazine.  Soldiers were 

mustering, it takes a lot of practice to do this right. Perhaps these two “soldiers” were put in 

the stocks for being out of uniform. 

The 2014 Gathering in Williamsburg features an after-

noon opportunity for you to wander the streets of Co-

lonial Williamsburg, taking in the sights, and meeting 

a native or two. Here you see two families taking their 

ease. On the left a young couple in shorts feed their 

baby with a bottle. Note the baby carriage. On the 

right,  two young mothers rest on the way to market, with the children taking their ease as 

well. Note the carriage for the baby here, and the barefoot mothers.  

Artisans at work, left, the cooper, 

sharing his craft with a new cus-

tomer, right a stable, currently 

the “Gateway House.”  

There are many lovely colo-

nial houses, houses currently 

occupied by folk like you and me.  Old taverns, where you may get a bite to eat and share 

stories with the proprietor, abound. All in all, a great place to spend an afternoon.  

On the web—take a tour of Williamsburg: http://tour.history.org/  
Meet one of our speakers, Mary Theobald: http://www.history.org/Foundation/journal/

Autumn10/myths.cfm 



Welcome to New Members 
Betty Jo (Jodi) Townsend (Edwin) of 

Bigfork, Montana, descended from 

Solomon B Clay b 1786 NC, d Perry 

Co., MO, 1833, wife Mary Ann[?] 
Sandra Clay El Ali, Burr Ridge, Illi-

nois, descended from Thomas and An-

na (Powell) Clay of Amelia Co., VA 
Carl Gene Clay (Melinda), Howe, 

Texas. descended from William and 

Jane (-?-) Clay of Virginia or Pennsyl-

vania 
David R Reese (Ellen Peach), Haz-

ard, Kentucky, descended from 

Charles and Martha (Green) Clay 

through daughter Lucy Green (Clay) 

and William Thaxton. 
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members. If you can assist in the query, please contact the person making the query.  

WEBSITE UPDATE 
The Members Only part of the 

website is UP at  
http://clayfamilysociety.org/ 
The Lineages presented at the 

2012 Gathering have been updat-

ed. Many of the past editions of  

Pieces of Clay  are available as 

well as the CFS Directory. Send 

an email to  
Lineages@ClayFamilySociety.org  
for your access. Include your 

choice of PASSWORD. You will 

be assigned a username. Don’t 

miss out! 

William Anderson 

LaBach, founding member  

of the Clay Family Society, 

and nationally known Clay 

researcher, has died. Born in 

Lexington, Kentucky on 29 

December 1938, Bill died 

28 October 2013, in Georgetown, Ken-

tucky. A real renaissance man, Bill re-

ceived numerous degrees, including mas-

ters and doctoral degrees in mathematics, 

from University of Illinois, and after a 

career in higher education, a juris doctor-

ate which led to his later career as an at-

torney. His interest in history led to an 

additional master’s degree in history.  The 

latter degrees were from the University of 

Kentucky.  
Bill’s family history may have spurred 

his interest in history, as he was a de-

scendant of many noted Kentuckians, 

including Senator statesman, Henry Clay.  

His interests further included gardening, 

particularly roses.  
Bill is survived by a large immediate 

family, and will be missed by all the 

“Kentucky Clays” and members of the 

Clay Family Society for his work,  careful 

research and willingness to help others. 
(facts about Bill’s life excerpted from the 

Lexington Herald-Leader, published 
Nov 1, 2013.  

For the full obituary visit: 
http://tinyurl.com/Bill-LaBach ) 

James Thomas Clay 
James Thomas Clay, 63, the first child 

of Ralph and Betty (Christiansen) Clay, 

born 10 February 1950 in Broken Bow, 

Nebraska died 7  November 2013 in Lin-

coln, Nebraska. 
Jim is survived by a large family, in-

cluding CFS member Lawrence (Corliss) 

Clay of Kennewick, Washington 
Jim grew up in the Merna, Nebraska 

area attending high school there and in 

Sargent.  He and his first wife, Linda 

(Gehrman) had one child, Scott. 
Jim served in the Army from 1969 to 

1973 with tours in Okinawa and Viet 

Nam.  He earned his GED in the Army 

and later graduated from McCook Junior 

college with honors.  He worked for the 

railroad until 1981 when he underwent a 

heart operation as a result of Marfan’s 

Syndrome.  He then spent many years as a 

cross-country truck driver, and as a janitor 

for the Anselmo-Merna schools. He won 

a contract carrying mail from Broken bow 

to Callaway, NE and at the time of his 

death also had contracts two other routes. 
He married Peggy Helgoth of Burwell 

on March 21, 1992.  They later divorced. 
James T. Clay descended from Ralph 

Richard, James William, William Henry, 

John Mitchell, William, Mitchell, William 

Mitchell, Henry, Charles, John Clay(e) 

immigrant of 1613. 
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ROAD TRIP? 
Are you interested in a guided 

coach tour along the James River 

between Williamsburg and Rich-

mond?   

It’d be a great opportunity to see 

where the earliest Virginians set-

tled, including the Jordan’s Jour-

ney land where John Claye 

lived.  We could take the tour 

before or after the Gathering – 

Thursday, June 26th or Sunday, 

June 29th.  With enough interest, 

we’ll make the arrangements, so 

please send your feedback to the 

gathering committee ASAP.   

And if there are other extracur-

ricular activities that you’d like 

us to pursue, just let us know! 
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Make your plans for the 2014 Clay Family Gathering 
JUNE  26-29, 2014 

Williamsburg and Jamestown, Virginia 
In five short months, we’ll be at The Woodlands 

in Williamsburg, Virginia, for the 2014 Clay Fami-

ly Gathering!  In our previous newsletter we an-

nounced that historian Martha McCartney will be 

our keynote speaker.  We’re also working to line 

up a panel of regional librarians from the Library 

of Virginia, Colonial Williamsburg, and William 

& Mary, and our Gathering dinner will be topped 

off by historian Mary Theobald, whose extensive 

writings include Death By Petticoat – American History Myths Debunked.   
In addition to our group’s private tour of Historic Jamestowne, you’ll have “on your own” time to explore  

Williamsburg – Colonial Williamsburg, William and Mary, and other Historic Triangle attractions.  You might 

also like to extend your trip to visit Richmond, Newport News, or Norfolk.  The myriad of historic sites, muse-

ums, and amusement parks are too numerous to list here, so if you’d like more information, check out the details 

we’ve posted at  http://clayfamilysociety.org/ui13.htm .  Watch for frequent updates. 
You can also contact Mary Richardson < mrichsoncfs@gmail.com>.  She’s a local who can offer suggestions 

that are tailored to your interests and travel schedule. 
Need anything else?  Just write us at Gathering@ClayFamilySociety.org . 
June will be here before you know it, so make your plans now to join us in Williamsburg.  We have excellent 

rates at the Woodlands, including three days before and after the meeting! Take advantage of this great oppor-

tunity to gather with family and visit places you won’t soon forget!   

Williamsburg Woodlands 

Williamsburg Woodlands 
105 Visitor Center Drive  
Williamsburg, VA 23185 
 
 
 

 
The reservations phone number is: (888) 965-
7254 
 
The "CFS Gathering" code is: 28014 
 
The Room rates are; 

Standard: $114 
Suite: #144 

These rates apply three days before and after 

the dates of the meeting, so, from 6/23 (check 

in) through July 1 (check out July 2). 

http://www.colonialwilliamsburg.com/stay/williamsburg-woodlands/
http://www.virginiahistoryseries.org/vhs2_web_site_04172013_125.htm
http://marymileytheobald.com/
http://marymileytheobald.com/2012/04/16/death-by-petticoat-american-history-myths-debunked/
http://www.historicjamestowne.org/
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http://www.wm.edu/
http://www.virginia.org/getawayhistorictriangle/
http://www.visitrichmondva.com/
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http://www.visitnorfolktoday.com/
http://clayfamilysociety.org/ui13.htm
mailto:mrichsoncfs@gmail.com
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