
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Sixth Gathering, Lexington, Kentucky 
   June 2010 



Clay Family Society Sixth Gathering 
June 25-June 27, 2010 
Lexington, Kentucky 

 
Thursday, June 24, 2010 

6:30 -  8:00 pm  Early registration and chance to greet your cousins 

 

Friday, June 25, 2010 

8:30 - 9:00 am  Registration  

9:00-9:15 am  Opening remarks and Introductions 

9:20-9:50 am Marcia Hovenden: Connection between Jefferson Davis and Henry Clay family 

9:55-10:30 am  Sallie Clay Lanham: Mary Barr Clay and Cassius Clay jewelry from Russia 

10:30-10:45 am Break 

10:45-11:45 am Michelle Steele: Laura Clay former Whitehall guide and Laura Clay researcher 

12:00-1:00 pm  Luncheon 

1:15 -4:00 pm   Caravan to White Hall (tour and reception)  

4:30-5:30 pm  Business Meeting 

Evening Dinner on your own 

 

Saturday, June 26, 2010 
9:00 -11:00 am Caravan to Ashland for Clay Family Society Tour 

11:00-12:30  Caravan to Lexington Cemetery Place wreaths for Mary Barr Clay, Laura Clay, 

Henry Clay 

1:00-2:00 pm  Luncheon with speaker  Pat Dunford:  Clay Station and Clay Bedford Cemetery 

2:15-4:15 pm  Caravan to Dr Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay – Clay Station and the Clay 

Bedford Cemetery. Authors Kenney Roseberry and Rogers Barde, who have 

published a new book, God’s Acres: Private Graveyards in Bourbon County, 

Kentucky, including the Clay-Bedford Cemetery, will meet us at the cemetery.   

Place wreath for Dr. Henry Clay.  

6:00 pm  Social gathering with entertainment and refreshments 

 

Sunday, June 27, 2010 
9:00 am Memorial for Robert Young Clay 

9:45-11:45 am  A Conversation with Charles Knighton 

 



A Tale of Three Houses. . . . 
 and One Family 
One of the oldest extant houses in Kentucky, these 
are the remains of Clay Station, with cemetery in 
background.  Built about 1788 by Henry, and 
Rachel (Povall) Clay, probably with the help of his 
future son-in-law, Thomas Dawson. the original 
house was a log stockade, built in 1787, probably 
close to the current location along the creek.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Clermont/White Hall – original two story Georgian 
style “Clermont” on the right side of the picture, was 
built in 1798 by Green Clay and his wife Sally Lewis. 
The house was inherited by youngest son, Cassius M 
Clay. Around 1860, while Cassius was in Russia, 
Mary Jane (Warfield) Clay added on the three story 
Italianate wings, behind and to the left of the original 
house, more than doubling its size. 
 
 
 

 
Ashland, was built beginning in 1809 by the Hon. 
Henry Clay, “the Great Emancipator,” and his wife 
Lucretia Hart.  After Henry’s death, in 1852, his 
widow Lucretia left Ashland to live with one of her 
sons, John, on Tate’s Creek. Son James bought the 
property, finding it in serious disrepair. James razed 
the house and rebuilt it on the existing foundation, 
using his father’s original floor plan. He added 
some Italianate, Greek Revival and Victorian 
details that didn’t exist in the original home. 
 
 

 
Each of these houses was home to the families of these grandsons and great-grandsons of Henry Clay 
(1672-1760) and Mary Mitchell (1693-1777), of Chesterfield County, Virginia. 
 
This is their story. 
 







Henry Clay (I) son of Charles Clay and Hannah Wilson, was born in 1673 and died in 1764 in (now) 
Chesterfield County, Virginia.  He married Mary Mitchell (1693-1777) daughter of Capt William and 
Elizabeth ( _ ) Mitchell, who lived on the west side of Swift Creek, (now) Chesterfield County.  Henry 
and Mary had at least seven children (who are known), including William Mitchell who married Martha 
(Lewis or Runyon), and  moved to the New River area of (now) West Virginia, Martha,  who married 
William Bass, Jr., Amey who married William Green and Benjamin Williamson, and Mary, who married 
Edward Watkins . All of these remained in Virginia.  

Son Henry II, who married Lucy Green died in Cumberland County, Charles, who married  Lucy’s 
sister Martha Green, died in Powhatan County, and John, who married Sarah Watkins and Mary Bass, 
died in Chesterfield County.  From these three sons came the westward movement of the family.   

The lineage chart on the previous page will help to identify the children of these families.  
 
 
Dr. Henry Clay (III), (1736-1820) son of Henry II and Lucy Green, married Rachel Povall (1739-

1820) daughter of Richard Povall and an unknown wife, around 9 April 1753, in Cumberland County.   
Henry and Rachel were married while very young, sixteen and thirteen, respectively. Henry had 

become a landowner, and was known as a “doctor” well before they went to Kentucky.  Henry had a 400 
and a 1000 acre preemption on The Stoner Fork of the Licking River, which he assigned to son Samuel 
Clay in 1783.  This is the location indicated on Alice Rogers Clay Blanton’s map as the gravesite of 
Samuel. 

By the time they left Virginia, about 1787, they were in their forties, with a family that consisted of 
twelve children, about half of whom were adults and married.  They located on the west branch of Green 
Creek, building one of the first stockades in the area. Within a year, they had replaced the log building 
with a stone house, made from stones quarried near-by. Although it was the “family home,” there is no 
doubt that in time of trouble, the surrounding neighbors came and took shelter in the house, thus the term 
“Clay Station” was used.  A description of the house is available from Stockading Up, A Study of Pioneer 
Stations in the Inner Bluegrass Region of Kentucky,  by Nancy O’Malley [Kentucky Heritage Council, 
1887, rev 1994], (pp 52, 55): 

“ The house, known locally as "the Fort", is a small structure of one‐and‐one‐half stories with 
interior end chimneys. The lower floor has two rooms and stairs in the northeast corner lead up to a 
second floor. A frame shed with a brick chimney is a recent addition on the east side of the house. The 
front of the house faces west. Two windows pierce the west wall on the first floor. An irregular 
depression on the south end of the house is suggestive of another possible addition but no door is 
present to connect it to the stone house without having to come outside. Very little modification has 
been done to the stone section. The structure was being used to store hay at the time of survey. 

” Since Dr. Clay's stone house was not located on his land grant, he must have acquired his tract by 
purchase. In checking early deeds, a land transfer for 200 acres between Henry Clay, Sr. and Benjamin 
Bedford was found which coincides with the stone house location. Dated February 20, 1793, the deed 
was for 200 acres on which Henry Clay was then living, on the waters of Green Creek. The land was 
adjacent to James Parberry, a Bruce, and another Clay (Bourbon County Deed Book B, p. 333).” 

The oldest daughter, Elizabeth, who had married John Bruce while in Virginia, settled south of the 
Clay Station in Garrard County,  Tabitha married Benjamin Bedford in Charlotte county just before the 
trek west. The younger children married in Bourbon County.  Mary Ann married Thomas Dawson  and 
they later  moved to Trigg County.  Mattie married Littlebury Bedford,  (Col) Henry married Peggy Helm 
and sister Letitia, married Archibald Bedford. 

Samuel served under General Green in the Revolutionary war. He married Nancy Winn, daughter of 
George and Letitia Winn.  He was in the war from under age 16 (say about 1777). Samuel’s son, Henry T 
(or C) was born in Virginia about 1780, raising the question as to whether Samuel and Letitia were 
married there, or if he had a previous wife.   



John, a cadet in the Virginia Regiment during the Revolutionary War, married Patsy Ingram in 
Brunswick in 1779. Both of these moved their families to Bourbon county, within a short walk of Clay 
Station.  They had three children. 

Henry and Rachel lived in the house another thirty-three years, 
when they died within months of each other in 1820, ages 83 and 81. 
They are buried in the cemetery behind the house.  

 Quite a few of the children are buried in the Clay-Bedford 
Cemetery.  While visiting the cemetery, we will have the opportunity to 
meet authors Kenney Roseberry and Rogers Barde, who have published 
a new book, God’s Acres: Private Graveyards in Bourbon County, 
Kentucky, including the Clay-Bedford Cemetery.  
 
 
General Green Clay, son of Charles Clay and Martha 
Green, married Sally Lewis (1776-1867) on 14 Mar 1795 
in Kentucky. She was the daughter of Col Thomas Lewis 
and Elizabeth Payne. Lewis was a member of the first 
State Senate and fourth judge of the Lexington Circuit. 
Sally Ann’s brother, Douglas Payne Lewis, married 
Rachel Elizabeth Clay, daughter of Col. Henry and 
Margaret (Helm) Clay. 

Green Clay fought in the Revolutionary War, and 
was a well-known general in the War of 1812. He came 
to Kentucky in the 1780s, to Madison County, where he 
made a fortune surveying the new lands in Kentucky after the Revolution, receiving up to half the land as 
payment for services. He also had several distilleries, a tavern, and several ferries along the Kentucky 
River. He eventually built a home for Sally, along the Kentucky River, called Clermont, after living in a 
log cabin from their marriage in 1795 until about 1799, when the house was habitable.  

They raised many children in the house, most of whom married and raised families of their own.  
Elizabeth Lewis “Eliza” Clay (1798-1887) m John Speed Smith; nine children 
Sydney Payne Clay  (1800-1834)  married first Isabella Reid; married secondly Nancy 

Bowman Keen; five total children. 
Paulina Green Clay (1802-1886) m Col. William Rodes 
Sally Ann Clay (1803-1829) married first Edmund Irvin, married secondly Madison 

Johnson; no issue 
Brutus Junius Clay (1808-  ) married first Amelia McClanahan; married secondly her 

sister Anne Marie Field; five children total 
Cassius Marcellus Clay  (1810-1903) married first Mary Jane Warfield; may have 

befriended a “Russian ballerina”; married second Dora Richardson;  eleven 
children total 

Sophia Clay (1813-1813) 
Sydney Payne located up in Bourbon County, southwest of Clay Station, in a home called Escondida. 
Brutus Junius located up in Bourbon County, along the Winchester Road, and built a house called 

Auvergne.  
Cassius Marcellus and Mary Jane Warfield continued to live at Clermont. During his time as an 

ambassador to Russia, Mary Jane added wings to the house, and eventually it was called White Hall. 
 
 
 



The Rev Sir John Clay, son of John Clay and Sarah 
Watkins, married Elizabeth Hudson, and their son, Henry Clay 
(1777-1852) married Lucretia Hart, daughter of Col. Thomas 
and Susannah  (Gray) Hart.  Henry was born in Hanover 
County, Virginia, and after passing the Virginia bar at age 
twenty, made his way to Kentucky, where he met young 
Lucretia in Lexington, "Henry Clay, a young lawyer, came to 
Lexington in 1797. Although penniless and almost friendless in 
the midst of a distinguished Bar, he was full of courage and of 
hope. Very soon he was a constant and welcome visitor at the hospitable home of Colonel Hart where two 
charming unmarried daughters and the first piano brought to Lexington, made an attractive social center; 
and when young people gathered at her home, Lucretia played for them to dance. Two time-stained piedes 
of music, The Lexington Grand Waltz and The Ashland Quadrilles, dedicated to Mrs. Henry Clay by 
Professor Wilhelm Iucho, are tributes to her musical ability."   

Of the eleven children raised at Ashland, Henrietta (1800- ), the oldest, died as a child, Theodore 
(1802-1870), the eldest son, was injured as a child and lived out his life in an asylum. Thomas Hart Clay 
(1803-1871) married Marie Mentelle (no issue); Susan Hart Clay (1805-1825)  married Martin Duralde; 
Ann Brown Clay (1807-1835)  married James Erwin and died in childbirth; Lucretia Hart Clay (1809-
1823) died at fourteen; Eliza Clay (1815-1825)  died while traveling. Laura (1815) died at three months. 
Henry Clay, Jr. (1811-1848) , married Julia Prather, and was killed at the Battle of Buena Vista during the 
Mexican War. James Brown Clay (1817-1864)  married Susan Jacob of Louisville, he died in Canada 
during the Civil War. John Morrison Clay (1821-1887) married Mrs. Josephine (Russell) Erwin, widow 
of Henry Clay’s grandson, no issue. 
 
 
On the following page is a map from the 1934 “Historical Map of Bourbon County” by Alice Rogers 
(Clay) Blanton, a descendant of Sydney Payne Clay and Sallie Carneal Warfield.  You will find Henry 
and Rachel (Povall) Clay’s “Clay Station” on the lower middle of the page. Escondida is to the left, 
Auvergne (Brutus Junius) upper middle, flanked by Littleberry Bedford’s home and the grave of  Samuel 
Clay. In 1934, all these homes were standing, however, I do not know which, other than Clay Station, the 
oldest, is standing today 



 



White Hall
The home of Cassius Marcellus Clay,

emancipationist, newspaper publisher, Minister to Russia, and friend to Abraham Lincoln. 

Clay’s daughter, Laura Clay, was politically active for women’s suffrage and states’ rights. 

In 1920, Laura Clay became the first woman to be nominated for U.S. President 

by a major political party

Starting from BW Lexington Conference Center @ Athens Boonesboro Rd
1 Head northwest on Athens Boonesboro Rd - go 0.2 mi 
2 Turn left from Exit 104, to merge onto I-75 S - go 9.0 mi 
3 Take exit 95 for KY-627 toward Boonesborough/Winchester - go 0.2 mi 
4 Turn right at Exit 95, KY-627 S/White Hall Shrine Rd - go 1.8 mi
Continue to follow White Hall Shrine Rd to White Hall. 

Total: about 12 mi - about 16 minsTotal: about 12 mi - about 16 mins



 Hotel to Ashland
120 Sycamore Road
Lexington, Kentucky 40502
Phone: (859) 266-8581
Starting from BW Lexington Conference Center
1 Head northwest on Athens Boonesboro Rd   
2 Becomes Richmond Rd - go about 5.7 mi 2 Becomes Richmond Rd - go about 5.7 mi 
3 Turn left onto Westpoint Rd (Sherman Ave is to the right) - go 0.2 mi 
4 Follow around on Fincastle Rd
9 Ashland parking lot will be on the right 
Trip time about 20 minutes.

Ashland, home of the Hon. Henry Clay and his wife, Lucretia (Hart) Clay



Name: Miss Laura Clay
City, State Lexington, KY
Date of Birth 26 Jan 1849
Date of Death  15 Jun 1941
Age at Death 92
Burial Date 7/1/1941
Section J, Lot 6Section J, Lot 6

Lexington, Kentucky
Cemetery
833 West main Street
Lexington, Kentucky

Name: Mary Barr Clay
City, State Richmond, KY
Date of Birth   2 Oct 1839 
Date of Death   1924
Age at Death 84
Burial Date 10/14/1924
Section J, Lot 6Section J, Lot 6



 A BW Lexington Conference Center Hotel
1. Head northwest on Athens Boonesboro Rd for 276 ft 
2. Take the ramp onto I-75 N  for 9.2 mi 
3. Take exit 113 for US-27/US-68 toward Paris/Lexington  
4. At bottom of ramp, turn left (east) at Paris Pike (US 27/US 68/N Broadway Rd)  0.2 mi 
5. Continue onto Paris Pike/US-27 N/US-68 E  for  12.7 mi 
6. Continue onto to Paris, becomes Main St 6. Continue onto to Paris, becomes Main St 
7. Follow Main St for 1.4 mi 
8. Turn right at E 10th St for two blocks to “Y” intersection 
 B 9. Slight right onto Winchester St/Ky-627 
10. Head south on KY-627 S/Winchester St for  5.7 mi 
11. Turn right at Escondida Rd. Travel about 1.7 miles to
 C  825 Escondida Road . Look for a stone gate on the right 
12 Turn right through gate, travel north, parallel to Railroad Track to farm.12 Turn right through gate, travel north, parallel to Railroad Track to farm.
(If you go under the RR underpass, turn around and go back to 825.)
At the farm, park on grass near road if possible.

24.1 mi – about 29 mins to Paris
7.5 mi – about 11 mins to  825 Escondida Rd Paris, KY 40361 

Dr. Henry and Rachel 
(Povall) Clay’s house 
and the Clay Bedford
Cemetery
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