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WELCOME TO THE SEVENTH CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY GATHERING! 

Greetings and welcome to every CFS member and guest as you have come from all points 
of the compass to “declare your Independence!” Here, in the westernmost location we have 

met since our founding in 2000, our theme is the Clays who rousted themselves around and 
came this far west and farther. Why did they come, and when and how? We’ll catch some 

of their stories, while sharing our own. We trust that our few days together will find us 
gleaning new information from our “formal” presentations, and also allow enough time for 

conversations to happen over meals, during breaks, etc. Here, face to face as we are only 
every two years, is where we find out about cousins we never knew we had, and add more 
branches to our venerable family tree. 

I want to express my thanks to all who have worked hard to put this event together, but es-
pecially to Pat Dunford, who over the past two years has not stopped thinking about and 
planning for these days. From the “big picture” to the smallest of details, she has made the 

contacts and woven the fabric so that we who have so looked forward to our seventh Gath-
ering will, I know, be pleased with the results. I urge each of you to also put your particular 
talent to work for the betterment of the Society. It takes a special kind of energy to keep an 
organization like ours feeling as one when we are obviously so scattered across the country. 
Your presence here in America’s heartland testifies to the interest and dedication you bring 

to the CFS. Let’s keep it up! 

Charles Herrick, President 
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Several meetings ago, when members mentioned “going out west” for a meeting, I was 

hooked! Heck, all of my family was out of the Midwest and into Oregon and Idaho by 1853, 
and the “story” about that was fed to us with our milk.  The schools in Oregon teach the “trail 

story” along with the rest of American history. “Fifty-four forty or fight” had meaning to us. 

Even though I was too young to attend school in Oregon, I got all the stories from my siblings, 
my parents, and my grandparents. 

Not all the stories were “true” — but most had a thread of truth to them.  What we didn’t have 
however was the “personal trail story” that our friends, and as it turns out, some cousins did. I 

have searched for that story my whole life. 

When we met in Lexington (Lexington I), my husband and I had previously spent a week in St. 
Louis. During our stay there, I was able to travel over to Columbia, to the Western Manuscripts 
Collection at the University of Missouri. My quest was to find some Palmer information to 
help cousin Charles Knighton with his book. But the treasure trove yielded so much more. I 
found a “family history” written by a cousin of my 2GreatGrandmother Catherine Nowlin 

(Graves) Palmer, wherein he documented HIS family’s trek from Pittsylvania County, Vir-

ginia, to Montgomery County, Missouri — where my Palmer ancestors lived. These Palmers 
were, of course, Burton and Rebecca (Bruce) Palmer. Rebecca was a daughter of Elizabeth 
(Clay) Bruce, the daughter of Dr. Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay of Bourbon County, Ken-
tucky.  The story in this book about “painting the wagon blue” came from that history.  Over 

the years I’ve found other diaries, letters home, and other papers that give a better picture of 

what life was like for my ancestors, both “on the trail,” “on the river,” or “in that new place.” 

As I continued to do research, I found more and more of the “Clay” stamp on Missouri — in-
cluding Shirley Langdon Wilcox’s ancestor, Malinda California Missouri Thompson, who 

surely gets the prize for the best name. That family eventually did make it to California, after a 
sojourn in Cole County, Missouri.  

Very few of the descendants of Clays live within fifty miles of the place where the ancestors 
landed — from Virginia, Georgia, Maryland, Vermont, New York. . . . almost all “went west” 

— or sometimes “south then west.”  A few have returned to their eastern seaboard roots, but 

many more are “out there.” 

I’ve tried to put some of the flavor of those journeys here, and provide some meat for those 

Clay bones, but most of all, I hope that our choices of speakers and topics for this year’s gath-

ering will leave you wanting to delve even more in your history, start taking care of your heir-
looms, and getting ready for our NEXT Gathering. 

Although titled the “Gathering Director,” this is more of a “coordinator” of many other folks 

efforts, particularly the Board of Directors, as well as our local heroes, Liz and Gary May. 

 



 

Page 3 

Courtyard by Marriott  
and Adams Pointe Conference Center 

Breakfast is available in the Café off the lobby. 

Friday  morning sessions, lunch, and dinner will be held in Salon G in the Adams Pointe Con-
ference Center. You may access the Salon through the courtyard, or down the east hall. Fol-
low the signs. 

The Hospitality Suite will be in a Suite in the hotel. You will be given the number on Friday 
morning. 

Sunday Breakfast with Charles will be served in the Courtyard Room.  



5:00-7:00 

7:00-9:00 

Registration and Meet and Greet 

Board Meeting 

Hotel Patio & Lobby 

Hospitality Suite 

8:00-8:45 

9:00-9:15 

 
9:15-9:45  

9:45-10:15 

 

10:15-10:30 

10:30-11:00 

 
10:50-11:30 

 
11:30-12:30 

12:45 

 

1:30-3:00 

3:00-3:30 

 
3:30 

4:00-5:00 

 
 
6:30-9:00 

Continue Registration 

Orientation to Weekend—Pat Dunford & Charles Her-
rick 

Introductions 

Migration of Clays from the East Coast to  . . .  

 Lindsey Apple 

Break 

The Importance of Restoring and Preserving Cemeter-
ies Charles Knighton 

Clay Family Tree(s) on the Web — Pat Dunford and Al 
Buckner 

Lunch for Participants and Guests 

Gather in Lobby of Hotel to form Carpools to 

the National Frontier Trails Museum (See p ____) 

The Oregon-California Trail — Jim Howk 

Free time to browse museum and library. Possible re-
search opportunity. 

Return to Hotel 

Travel to Odessa City Cemetery to honor descendants 
of Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay, including Samuel G 
Clay. (See map p ____) 

Dinner and Evening Social 

Salon G lobby 

Salon G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nat’l Frontier Trails 

Museum 

 

 

 

Osage City Cemetery 

 

 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Thursday – June 21 

Friday – June 22 

Invented in 1749, and named after 
the Conestoga Valley in Pennsyl-
vania, the Conestoga wagon was 
cleverly built. Its floor curved up-
ward to prevent the contents from 
tipping and shifting. The average 
Conestoga wagon was 18 feet long, 
11 feet high, and 4 feet in width. It 
could carry up to 12,000 pounds of 
cargo. 

The Conestoga wagon was popu-
lar for migration southward through 
the Appalachian Valley and the 
Great Wagon Road. It was used in 
the west as a freight vehicle, espe-
cially along the Santa Fe Trail. 

Why did they paint the wagon blue???? 
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08:159:00-9:50 

 
10:00-10:50 

10:50-11:05 

11:05-12:30 

 

12:30-1:15 

1:15-2:05 

2:05-5:00 

 
2:15-4:00 

 

7:30-9:30 

  

Gather in Lobby to form Carpools to Midwest Geneal-
ogy Center (see p ____ for map) 

Using Land Records in Genealogy—Angela McComas 

Heirloom Preservation—MGC Staff 

Cookie and Coffee Break 

Clay Family Society Member Business Meeting  

Box Lunch 

Migration to Midwest– Angela McComas 

Open time for individual research, oral histories, visit-
ing area museums 

Meeting of New Board of Directors 

Evening Free for dinner on your own AND 

Genealogy by Computer—hands on  

Pictures for Directory 

Hotel Lobby 

 
MGC 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hospitality Suite 

 

Hospitality Suite 

Hospitality Suite 

9:00-10:30  

 

Breakfast with Charles—Charles Knighton prom-
ises the newest crop of British Music Hall jokes, 
the gathering tells of their triumphs, failures, and 
stories — especially of our “trail” relatives. 

Courtyard Room— 
Registrants and Guests 
Welcome 

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS 
Saturday, June 23 

Sunday, June 24 

May you have a Happy and Safe Journey home, and till we meet again in. .. . Kentucky  . . 
. Virginia. . . 

Why did they paint the wagon blue???? 

Overland trail wagon of Dr. Calvin and Alvira 
(Brown) Reed, who crossed the plains on the Ore-
gon Trail in 1850, having sold their property in 
Iowa. Daughter Bianca was born as the family tran-
sited the Barlow Trail, south of Mt. Hood in Oregon. 

These wagons were similar to farm wagons, 4’ 

wide and 10-12’ in length, fitted with bows across 

the top.  
This is the oldest wagon in the state that actually 

traveled the Oregon Trail. It is in the Lane County 
Historical Museum. 

Dr. Reed died in 1855, crossing a river to visit a 
sick patient, but his family remained in Oregon and 
contributed heavily to its history. 
 

Although there seems to be controversy about this subject (did they really paint the wagons?) we have a personal 
account of wagons from Pittsylvania County, Virginia to Montgomery County Missouri in September, 1840, as 
told by David William Graves, then about four years old. “...in a few days we were off to Missouri in two wagons: 

one a large wagon with an old Virginia curved bed painted blue. In this wagon were packed most of the things we 
would need in our new home. The smaller wagon, also with curved bed painted blue, was the one that my mother, 
sister Lucy and myself rode in, and my father also when tired of walking. . . .”    

David William Graves was a cousin of Catherine Graves Palmer, my 2great-grandmother, who, like Alvira Reed, 
(above) bore a child on the trail to Oregon.                                                                                                             Pat 
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318 W. Pacific 
Independence, MO 64050 
Phone: (816) 325-7575 
Fax: (816) 325-7579 
E-mail: NFTMInfo@indepmo.org  

Our Staff: 

David Aamodt 
Curator (artifacts and exhibits) 
daamodt@indepmo.org 

Richard Edwards 
Education and Special Events Coordinator 
rwedwards@indepmo.org 

Debbie Stewart 
Museum Coordinator (oversees gift shop sales) 
dsstewart@indepmo.org 

Trail Swales 
During the trails period, thousands of wagons rolled down the hill 
from the Courthouse Square and passed over the property where 
the museum now sits. Evidence of the migration can still be seen 
today in the form of swales, or wagon ruts, left in the field directly 
across the street from the museum campus. A 1/4-mile long as-
phalt pathway circles around the swales. Interpretive signs give 
information about the swales and what it was like to begin the 
long trail journey. Handicapped accessible. 

 

Chicago and Alton Depot 
This two-story train depot, built in 1879, has been restored on the 
grounds of the museum. The Depot is operated by the Friends of 
the Chicago and Alton Depot. For information 

Other things to see 

(from the  Nat’l Frontier Trails Museum Website) 

mailto:NFTMInfo@indepmo.org
mailto:daamodt@indepmo.org
mailto:rwedwards@indepmo.org
mailto:dsstewart@indepmo.org
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The Midwest Genealogy Center (MGC) is one of the nation's preeminent resources for family history, providing 
access to almost three-quarter of a million on-site materials. The Genealogy Center features 52,000 square feet of 
space to house all the resources and technology genealogists need to research. 

The Midwest Genealogy Center is part of the Mid-Continent Public Library (MCPL) system. MCPL has a long 
history of providing outstanding genealogy resources, and the Genealogy Center has been a major step in the growth 
of the system. 

Amongst its many features, MGC houses a uniquely expansive circulating collection and almost completely open 
stacks. New technology is also a major attribute of the building. Microfilm reader-printers, a self-digitization station, 
and significant database access allow researchers to use today's technology to assist their investigations. 

The Independence Public Library was formed in 1892 by the Independence Library Association, and Miss Carrie 
Wallace, a relative of former First Lady Bess Wallace Truman, was the first librarian, serving until 1947. She was 
instrumental in laying the ground work for the establishment of a genealogical library in the local public library. 
Early donations by the Independence Pioneers Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) formed 
the beginning of the future genealogical collection at the Midwest Genealogy Center. 

The Jackson County Public Library, Mid-Continent Public Library's 
predecessor and successor to the Independence Public Library, was 
formed in 1947. In 1971, MCPL acquired a collection of Missouri 
county histories, and the "Missouri Room" was opened at the Inde-
pendence Branch to accommodate patrons pursuing local historical 
information. In 1972, the North Independence Branch of the Mid-
Continent Public Library became the home of the genealogy collec-
tion. In 1996, the collection was moved to the facility that became 
the MCPL Genealogy and Local History Branch, and in 2008, the 
Midwest Genealogy Center was opened at 3440 S. Lee's Summit 
Road in Independence, Missouri. Since the initial donation of a 
$14.64 book by the DAR in 1927, the collection has grown to over 
17,000 circulating titles, more than 85,000 reference titles, and a vast 
number of periodicals and newspapers, as well as microforms, maps, 
and online databases. 

(From the MGC website) 

Angela McComas, genealogist, is in charge of classes and special programming.  Angela will be presenting two 
programs for us, Using Land Records in Genealogy, and Migrations to the West. 
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Samuel G Clay and wife Eugenia Katharine Varner 

Andrew Moore Clay and Caroline Lucinda Chinn 

A. Dr. Henry Clay m Rachel Povall 
 a. Samuel Clay m Ann/Nancy Winn (not all children listed) 
  i. Littleberry Bedford Clay m1 Arabella Ann Tilford MacCoun; m2 Almira Dudley; m3 Amanda 

Moore 
  Child with Amanda: 
   1. Andrew Moore Clay (28 Aug 1839-29 Feb 1904) m Caroline Lucinda Blackwell Chinn 

(Carrie), (21 Mar 1842-15 Feb 1931), on 20 Aug 1866. She was a daughter of Joel Higgins 
and Isabella Caroline Blackwell Chinn. 

  ii. Henry C Clay m Mary Grimes  
   1.  Samuel H Clay m Julia, dau of Captain Washington and Elizabeth (Bedford) Kennedy 
    a. Samuel G Clay b 1 Jan 1854 in Paris, Kentucky, d 12 Nov 1916, Independence, 

Mo,  m Eugenia Katharine Varner (Jennie) 
 b. Mattie Clay m Littleberry Bedford 
  i. Elizabeth Bedford m Captain Washington Kennedy 
   a. Julia Kennedy m Samuel H Kennedy (above). 

Andrew Moore Clay and Carrie Chinn are buried in the Wellington Cemetery, along with many of their 
children. The family still lives in the Kansas City/Independence area, including Sharon Clay, a young archi-
tect. 

Carrie, born in Kentucky, to Joel and Caroline Chinn, was with her family in Lafayette County, Missouri, 
by 1860.  

Andrew and Caroline were in Pleasant Hill, Cass County, Missouri with daughters Amanda, 3, and Caro-
line, 1, by 1870. Pleasant Hill is south of Blue Springs. By 1880, the family is in Independence. Andrew was 
a druggist in 1870, but had become an insurance agent by 1880. There are more children, Samuel C, Frankie 
B, Hattie P, and Mary B.  By 1900, The family is in Kansas City, with children Mabel (23), John R, (19) 
James H (14) and Carrie’s mother, Belle Chinn.  Descendants of James Henry, through his son John A Clay, 

still live in the Kansas City area. 
Samuel G Clay was a student at “Kentucky University” in 1880, apparently receiving a degree that lead 

him to the ministry, as he became a clergyman. He married “Jennie” 3 May 1883.   
Jennie was born 11 July 1855 in Page County, Virginia to Isaac and Mary (Blosser) Varner. The Varner 

family moved to Lafayette, 
Clay County, Missouri 
sometime around 1865.  He 
was a farmer, although the 
1880 census has his occu-
pation as “fireman at mill.”  

She died 11 April 1929 
in Odessa. Both are buried 
in the Odessa Cemetery. 

It could be supposed that 
Andrew and Carrie invited 
young Samuel G to come to 
Missouri after graduation, 
where he met Jennie. Jennie 
and Samuel G had no chil-
dren that we know of.  

It is, however, clear that 
they lived their lives well 
and contributed to their 
community. 

Perhaps we will find out 
more when we visit Odessa. 
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The following selected public domain maps are from the Historical Atlas by William R. Shepherd (New York, 
1911), made available by The Perry-Castañeda Library Map Collection of the University of Texas at Austin. 

http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/historical/history_shepherd_1911.html
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When the immigrants “arrived” in Oregon, 

they were not yet “home.” 
Those coming by the “river route,” checking 

in at the Utilla Indian Agency near Pendleton, 
still had many miles to look forward to before 
being able to make a home, and obtain a 
“Donation Land Claim.” 

The river west of the Dalles was treacherous 
with rapids,  and the choice of conveyance was a 
bateux offered by the Hudson’s Bay Company, 

or a raft.   Sam Barlow, carved a trail (road) be-
ginning in 1846, leading south from the Dalles  
on the south side of Mt. Hood, a 12,000 foot ex-
tinct volcano. Although perhaps “better” than 

the rapids, the last 100 miles of the trail are con-
sidered the most harrowing of the entire journey 
from Missouri.  Laurel Hill, just west of Govern-
ment Camp, is a 60% grade, where you can still 
find the anchor trees used to hold the ropes 

wrapped around to lower the wagons, with other 
100 foot trees to slow the progress.  Baggage, 
people, oxen and other animals wound down the 
hill south of the drop on their own.  

Sam was reviled for putting in a toll gate, but 
to genealogists, those “IOU”s that he collected 

from immigrants not able to pay the toll, are 
pure gold! 
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Blue wagon and tent on the Barlow Trail bypass of Mount Hood on the Oregon Trail during a re-enactment September 
2006. Note hole for stovepipe.       P L Dunford, photo   

—Paragraphs have been inserted for ease of reading. They were not in the original document. Spelling and gram-
mar are as found in the transcript. Notes for clarification are in [brackets]. 

WILLIAM PORTER'S LETTER HOME  
 
Crossing of the North Fork of Platte  
June 24, 1848  
 
Dear Father, Mother, Brothers and Sisters,  

I wrote a few lines to you a few days ago, but lest they should not reach you, I will write as though I had not writ-
ten at all. We are all well, and getting on as well as common. Some of our company are a little discouraged on ac-
count of fatigues of the journey and the reports in reference to the Indians in Oregon. I have felt a little discour-
aged, sometimes, about the scarcity of grass, though our cattle look well.  

As a general thing, there is no difficulty in finding good camping places till you get to Laramie, thence to this 
place there is but one or two good camps. Grass is not as good this season as it commonly is.  

I will make a few suggestions from experience, which you may profit by should you ever travel this road. In ref-
erence to wagons, oxen, etc: I would say bring wagons made of the best materials and thoroughly seasoned and 
then have some black-smith's tongs and harness for setting tires. You can get tires cut and set at Laramie but you 
will frequently have occasion to set them on the road. The most common way is to nail a thin hoop on the felloe or 
part of its circumference and heat the tire and put it on. Another way is to take off the tire, raise or  
open the felloe, take pieces of good firm sole leather, cut round holes in them, split into the hole, and slip it on to 
the spoke, and two or three pieces, according to circumstances, between the felloes and  put on the tire. I have put 
on several this way, which seem to do well.  

Well made, stout active cattle, of the common kind of scrub stock should only be brought and about four yoke, or 
three at least for each wagon; and be sure to bring none except such as you work in the teams. All in our company 
who have loose cattle regret having started with them, and some sold their loose cattle at Laramie. Be careful to get 
an industrious, careful hand to drive your team and one that will not leave his post at any time.  
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I would advise to bring no horses. Mules for working or riding do well. Get a good Mexican saddle. A common 
saddle, whether rode or not, will be of little value, even after coming this far.  

Bring plenty of good strong rope, five or six hundred feet will not be too much. There is a great deal of windy 
weather and rains are generally accompanied with high winds.  

You should therefore, have your wagon covers of very strong material. Good bed-ticking is good. Let the wagon 
bows be strong and well turned; and the cover should be fixed as to entirely shelter the hind and front end of the 
wagons when necessary. The wagon bed should be fixed so rain could not drive in on the floor, either at the sides 
or ends.  

A good tent is very necessary. Common domestic is not fit for a tent. Tent poles should be ironed and the pins 
should be made of iron or buck horns. A light cook-stove will be found very convenient to set at the mouth of the 
tent. Have a stake to hold up the pipe.  

A small dog or two will be useful till you cross the Missouri river after which they are more than useless.  
They have caused our company to divide. They have caused Walker and Bristow's companies' teams to run away 
twice, and ours once. It is a remarkable thing that teams, especially on the Platte are apt to become frightened very 
easily and run off. Walker and Bristow's company had 24 teams to run at once, killing some oxen and crippling oth-
ers, besides other damage. Our company had 19 teams (all except Purvines' 5 wagons) to run. Isaac Ball of St. 
Charles Co, Mo. had his thigh broken. He is doing well. It is a frightening sight to see so many teams running. 
When you stop for dinner or any cause loose the cattle from the wagon. If there is about to be a general runaway 
turn your oxen from the road and give them a fair start and stick to the wagon; otherwise you will be liable to be 
run over and wrecked. The cattle will run about 200 yards and stop.  

Our company consists of 24 wagons, belonging to Hooker and Purvine of  Scott and Morgan Counties: Tucker, 
Holmes, Lewis and Stephen and William Porter of Pike County, Ill and J. Ball of St. Charles Co., Mo.  We organ-
ized by selecting John Purvine Captain and William Porter Lieutenant. We divided our company into six messes or 
divisions, each one takes his turn to lead. We have  divided our men into seven guards or watches, three of which 
come on each night to guard the cattle and wagons. This division operates equally upon all.  

We are also into nine divisions to herd the cattle, morning and evenings. Every evening we drive our wagons, 
half to the right and half to the left forming a carel. The form of a horse-shoe makes a good carel. At night bring the 
mules and horses if any into the carel and the cattle near its mouth and guard them.  

I thought I would give a particular account of the road to this point but will not have time nor space. Procure 
Palmers' book and Freemont's map which will be very useful. If you have a man in company who has been the 
route it will be well; otherwise you ought generally to send some two or three in advance to select camping places. 
For the first 200 miles you will generally have to camp off the road. Wood is very scarce on Platte till you get near 
Laramie. Plenty of buffalo chips on Platte till you cross the south fork which are preferable to green cottonwood.  
When you have an opportunity of getting good wook on Platte better lay in two or three day's supply. At Scotts 
Bluffs, lay in one days supply of wood after which it is not necessary to haul wood up to this place.  

Lay in a few good whip stocks of hickory poles. Let all your nailing about the wagons be with wrought nails.  
This is the fourth day we have been here waiting to cross the Platte. A small company of  Mormon from Salt 

Lake are here with a canoe boat to cross the immigrants. They charge $1.50 per wagon. It will be two days yet till 
we can cross. Yesterday a company of Mormons arrived here with their wagons and teams to assist their friends 
now on the road to Salt Lake. There is now a company in our camp from Oregon, just arrived. They say grass is 
very scarce on the route from this on, and it will be very difficult getting there. They came the southern route in 
consequence of the war with the Indians, some seen to think it very dangerous to go either route. Andrew Rodgers 
was killed with the Whitmans' family. It is thought the war will be brought to a close this year. You will hear later 
news before spring.  

We have been traveling with Walker and Bristow's Company for some time, but for convenience will separate 
here till necessity calls us to join again. If thought best, you may have this letter published, and I hope this may suf-
fice for a letter to all whom I promised to write to, and all interested.  

I promised to write a letter for Samuel Tucker today, but the company is in such hast to leave I shall not have 
time. He says to tell all his relations and friends that he is well, and all the family have been well and are in good 
spirits considering the circumstances. Mr. Coffey and wife, together with their family wish to be remembered. Give 
my regards to all my relations and friends, and tell all who may intend to take this trip to be sure to have a good 
wagon and team and plenty of provisions.  

One thing I forgot to mention in its proper place and which I will consider of importance: make use of rosin and 
tallow to grease wagons. Black lead will do but is very inconvenient to haul. It will black everything.  

In hopes of seeing you again, I am, William Porter. 
[Transcript from http://www.henrystrobel.com/saintboniface/porter-letter.pdf ] 

 

http://www.henrystrobel.com/saintboniface/porter-letter.pdf
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At right, Josephine (Porter) 
Palmer, son Ernest (b 1875) and 
“Dick” Marion Palmer, son of 

John Henry and Catherine Nowlin 
Palmer, taken ca 1877 , probably 
in Salem, Oregon. 

Josephine Porter, Oregon born 
granddaughter of Stephen Porter  
who with his brother William led 
their company, married Marion 
Palmer, the first Oregon born child 
in the John Henry and Catherine 
Nowlin Graves Palmer family. 
John Henry Palmer was the son of 
Rebecca (Bruce) and Burton 
Palmer. Rebecca was the daughter 
of John and Elizabeth (Clay) 
Bruce, daughter of Dr. Henry and 
Rachel (Povall) Clay.  

Another family that went from Kentucky to Missouri is from the Mitchell Clay line. They are the children of 
William Clay5 (Mitchell4, William Mitchell3, Henry2, Charles1) and Rebecca Cecil.  The children appear to be: 

i.    Elizabeth Clay b ca 1802, d ca 1885, Lawrence Co., Ky, m John Rif[f]e (in Lawrence Co., Ky in 1850 and 
1860) 

ii.   Nancy B. Clay b ca 1804, d 1877, Ky, m James Mitchell Clay (s/o Wm Mitchell and Judah) 
iii.   Linnie B. Clay b ca 1809 m Isom Hogan (Carter Co, Ky in 1850) 
iv.   Julina Witten Clay b ca 1812, d ca 1866, KY, m John Carter Ball (he d Missouri) 
v.    Patience Clay b ca 1815  m Montraville S Bolt (in Lawrence Ky in 1850, Boyd in 1860) 
vi.   William B. Clay b ca 1817, d Civil War, m Malvina Harmon 
vii.  John Mitchell Clay b ca 1821, d 1902, Ohio,  m Lucinda Bazell 
viii. Keziah Clay b 1828 , m John M. Burns (in Letcher, Ky in 1850, Floyd in 1860) 

The 1850 census of Daviess County, Missouri,  shows William B, age 32, b Kentucky, with his family Malvina 
(Harmon?), 33 (VA), Daniel P, 11 (KY), Rebecca 9 (VA), Precilla Va (VA) 7, John M, 4, (KY) and William Z T, 1 
(KY). 

The next entry is for John M. Clay, 29, Carpenter, with Lucinda, 22, William H, 6, and Leander B, 1. All of 
these born in Kentucky. [Year: 1850; Census Place: District 27, Daviess, Missouri; Roll  M432_398; Page: 370B; Image: 224.] 

In 1860, we find William B and Melvinia in Grand River, Daviess County, with Daniel P, now 21, John, 14, and 
Zach T, 12. 

William B was a private in Company B of the Missouri Calvary and listed as missing from Shelby’s Brigade into 

Missouri, and little is known about the whereabouts of his family after the war. However in 1870 we do find a Danl 
P Clay, b KY age 32, a “patent right atty” [?] in Niantic, Macon County, Illinois, with his family: wife A J, 30, b 

Missouri; Lunetta F, 8, MO; Charity, 6, IA;  Wil-
liam, 4, MO; and Mary B., 1, IL.  There is a mar-
riage record in Daviess County, Missouri, 24 Jan 
1861, of Daniel P Clay to Miss Amanda J Carter. 
According to the 1860 census, Amanda J was the 
daughter of Salathiel Carter,  born in Virginia. By 
1880, Danl P is “Paris,” still in Macon County, Il-

linois, back to being a farmer, and has a new wife, 
Mary H, 24 (he’s 48). There is one additional 

child, Lafayette, age 2. 
In 1860, however, John M is no longer in Missouri.  We find John and Lucinda in Perry, Lawrence County, 

Ohio. John is now a farmer. The children include Wm H, 14, Leander B, 12, Rebecca E, 9, Missouri L, 7, Mande-
ville 3, Jno M, 4/12, Rebecca 78. [ Year: 1860; Census Place: Perry, Lawrence, Ohio; Roll  M653_997; Page: 6; Image: 16; Family His-
tory Library Film: 803997]. 

CFS member Lawrence Clay, of  Kennewick, Washington is from this line. Marcia Hovenden’s ancestor was 

Julina Witten Clay, who m John Carter Ball. She died in Carter County, Kentucky, but John Carter Ball and son 
Robert are found on the 1870 census of Lafayette, Clinton County, Missouri, with what may include other family 
members – Wilton, Mutters, and Nunly. 

 

Kentucky to Missouri to Illinois and Ohio 
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While most of the Clays we know about in Missouri are from the southeastern seaboard, there are other families 
whose descendants also made the trip. An example is from the Jonas Clay family of Vermont.  From the book The 
Clay Family Genealogy and History by Hiland H. Clay, published 1916. 

Jonas Clay, the progenitor of this line, is said to have come with two brothers, Stephen and Thomas, to Salem, 
Massachusetts from England (Derby and Nottingham Counties) between 1630 and 1640. The author had spoken 
with Cassius M Clay,  of Kentucky, “Senator Clay” from Georgia, a “son of John M Clay” in New Orleans, and 

two Arkansas Clay families about the possible relationships. The conclusion was that there was no relationship. 
60. Sewall a son of Timothy and Rhoda (Lawson) Clay, was born in Chester, Vt., on July 11, 1807, at 

the old homestead. He remained at home with his parents until he was 21 years old. In 1828 he went to Al-
bany, N. Y., where he worked at brick making. The next year he went to Lisbon, St. Lawrence County, 
N.Y., and in 1830 settled in Oswegutchee, in the same county. Here he engaged in business as a merchant 
and as a farmer, where he married Mary Fish, April 5, 1832. In 1844 he sold out and left for the Illinois 
country, making the journey overland with two two-horse wagons, camping out most of the time. At that 
time his family consisted of his wife and three children: Eliza, Osbert, and Irving. A man by the name of 
Holden came with him and drove one of the teams. He arrived in Galesburg, Illinois, about the first of Au-
gust, coming to his brother, John L. Clay, where he stayed until fall, when he bought an improved farm, lo-
cated one-half mile east of what is now Surrey, Coldbrook Township, Warren County, Illinois. In 18i8 his 
wife. Mary, died. We know but little of his first wife's family. She had two brothers who were road contrac-
tors in Windsor County in the thirties, and one brother lived in Chicago forty-five years ago. He was mar-
ried a second time, April 28, 18.50, to Elizabeth (Howe) Underwood, the widow of Valentine Lender 
wood, who died Feb. 20, 181-9. She was born Jan. 17, 181.5, and died Jan. 29, 1892. She is buried beside 
her first husband in the Williams Cemetery, near Galesburg, Ill. 

In 1853 he sold the farm and moved to Galesburg, Ill. In 1857 he went to Missouri and bought a farm 
near Macon City, Macon County. In the fall of 1861 he exchanged his farm for one near Cameron, Illinois. 
Sewall Clay met the same fate as his brothers, Daniel and James, as he was killed in a runaway July 16, 
1886. That morning he had started with his wife to Galesburg in a two-horse buggy, when one mile south 
and a quarter of a mile west of the John L. Clay home, the horses became frightened at an old wagon stand-
ing alongside of the road and started to run. He was unable to hold them and when they reached the four 
corners they were going very fast, and made a short, quick turn toward the north, throwing them both out 
and killing Sewall instantly. He is buried beside his first wife, Mary, and son, Irving, in the Williams grave-
yard, near the county line, five miles southwest of Galesburg, Ill. His children by first wife, Mary: 

103. *Mary Eliza h. April 26, 1833; d. June 10,1891. 
104. *Otis Osbert b. March 29, 1835; d. March 29, 1911. 
105. *Irving b. Sept. 20, 1839; d. May 5, 1880. 
Children by second wife. Elizabeth: 
106. *Millard b. Feb. 22, 1851. 
107. *Eugene b. Oct. 22, 1854. 

Sewell’s brother, Daniel, had a daughter Lucy, b Oct. 12, 1818, d Aug 20, 1905,  made the trip to Galesburg, Ill, 

in 1841, and lived with her uncle, John L. The married Sidney P Edgerton and had several children. They moved to 
Iowa, then to Missouri, and a few years later to Nebraska.  

A quick check of the 1850 census finds Sewall, Elizabeth, and three children in Warren County, Illinois. Warren 
county is the next county west of Knox, where Galesburg is.  This is some 300 miles from Macon. Cameron, the 
location of the third farm, is over a hundred miles north of Galesburg. This family “got around.”  By 1870, they are 

back at “Floyd, Illinois” a few miles southwest of Galesburg. 

Jonas Clay of Massachusetts and Vermont 



 CLAY - Eleazer Clay, a pioneer resident of St. 
Francois County, was born in Virginia Oct. 4, 1779, 
the eighth child and youngest son of James and 
Margaret Muse Clay.  After James Clay's death in 
1790, Margaret and her family moved to Granger 
County in east Tennessee.  On Jan. 22, 1802, 
Eleazer married Mary Dunville who was the 
daughter of Robert Dunville, a Methodist minister.  
Mary was born Dec. 26, 1784 near Camden, SC.  
Their first child of record was Margaret, born 
1803.  On Mary's birthday in 1806, she gave birth 
to twin boys, James and William; and Nancy was 
born in 1809.  These four are listed as born in Ten-
nessee.  On Oct 12, 1811, Waide H. was born in 
Kentucky; this may have occurred on their trip to 
the Missouri Territory, for records show they ar-
rived in Missouri about this time.  Eleazer and 
Mary settled land located on Doe Run Creek, 
about one mile southeast of present town of Doe 
Run.  We believe Eleazer brought with him from 
Tennessee a family of slaves he had inherited from 
his father's estate.  The 1830 census shows he 
owned eight slaves, of which only two were 
adults.  There was much to be done clearing land 
and building a homestead.  The family seemed to 
progress very well.  By the year 1820 four more 
children were born: Eleanor in 1814, Eleazer Green 
in 1816, Robert D. in 1817 and Morgan S. in 1820. 

When St. Francois County was established in 
1821, Governor McNair appointed Eleazer one of 
two justices of the peace for Pendleton Township, 
an office he held for several years.  He was also on 
the venue of the first jury selected in the county.  
From 1823 to 1826 three more daughters were 
born: Mahalia, Mary Ann and Angeline.  By the 
early 1830s the older children began to marry and 
establish their own homes, some moved to other 
areas; however sons Waide H. and Eleazer Green, 
acquired land adjoining their parents.  By the mid-
1850s Eleazer and his two sons owned about 750-
acres of adjoining land.  During these years as 
happens to all families, the family burying ground 
has claimed several family members.  Waide's 
wife, Menica; Eleazer's daughter, Mahalia, and 
possibly others.  Also, son William had died in 
Madison County.  Then on April 16, 1852 Mother 
Mary Clay was called away. 

The known marriages of Eleazer and Mary's 
children are as follows: Margaret to George 
Carder, James W. to Polly Ann Spradling, William 
S. to Sarah Murphy, Waide H. to Menica Musick 
and second to Mary E. Sutherland, Robert D. to 
Luvica Hunt, Eleazer G. to Susan Chilton or Shel-

ton, Angeline to Alvin Rucker, Nancy to Perry 
Moore and Mary Ann to William Bumbaugh. 

As far as we know, daughter Margaret Carder, 
and some of her children and grandchildren were 
the only family members left in the neighborhood.  
The census of 1860 lists Eleazer, 80 years of age, as 
the lone member of the household, with a real es-
tate value of $8000 and personal property value of 
$9800, this figure would include his slaves.  The 
clouds of Civil War were gathering and surely af-
fected the closing years of Eleazer's life.  On Feb. 
18, 1863, he was found dead in his home.  Doctors 
said he had suffered a stroke.  The inscription on 
his gravestone has these words, "I have finished 
my work, I have kept the faith." 

_____________________________________ 

Excerpted from The First 200 Years 1798-1998, pub-
lished by the City of Farmington, MO. Used by permis-
sion of the City of Farmington Library.   Submitted by 
Janis Clay, who says she and Jack W. Clay are  
“descended from Eleazer Clay (b. 1779) . . .  of St. 

Francois County whose son Eleazer Green Clay mi-
grated to Wayne County, Illinois where I was 
born.  James and Margaret Muse Clay had three sons 
who migrated to Missouri - Eleazer who settled in St. 
Francois County, Jeremiah Walker who settled in Cole 
County, Missouri, and James who settled in St. Charles 
County, Missouri. Jeremiah Walker Clay was undoubt-
edly named for Rev. Jeremiah Walker of Halifax and 
Amelia counties, Virginia. It was said Margaret Muse 
Clay, a devout Baptist, named two of their sons for these 
‘dissenters’ as they were called: Jeremiah Walker who 

was jailed for preaching without a license, and Eleazer 
Clay (b.1744 d.1836 VA). They were ‘persecuted’ minis-

ters.”  
Jack W. Clay was born January 2, 1924, son of Paul 

Joseph and Beulah (Iahn) Clay.  Paul J. Clay (1899) is 
a descendant of the James William Clay (1806) line, a 
son of Eleazer Clay (1779) Virginia.  He has one 
brother Bob Clay (1922-2003), sister Shirley (Clay) 
Slover (1932- ) and sister Polly Ann (1929-1931).  Jack 
has lived in the Lead Belt area all his life.  He served 39 
months in World War II and was discharged from the 
Army in November 1945.  Jack and Ann Martin first met 
in January 1946 and were married March 13, 1946.  
They moved to Farmington in 1947.  They have two 
children.  Ann died in 1999. 

Jack is an accomplished author of history books on 
St. Francois County, Missouri and belonged to the St. 
Francois County Historical Society helping on projects 
to preserve old county records and other items of inter-
est. He continues to volunteer at his local library.  Jack 
can tell great stories about the Clay family in St. Fran-
cois County, Missouri. 

“An Early Clay Family in Missouri” Farmington Missouri - The First 200 Years  1798 – 1998 
By Jack Clay 
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A Few Miscellaneous Articles From Missouri 

Date: 1835-06-17;  
Paper: Daily Commercial Bulletin 

Date: 1858-08-24;  
Paper: Daily Missouri Republican 

Date: 1858-08-24;  
Paper: Daily Missouri Republican 

Date: 1898-04-29;  
Paper: St. Louis Republic 

Articles Excerpted from GenealogyBank.com.  
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Date: 1837-01-18;  
Paper: Daily Commercial Bulletin 

Date: 1902-09-28;  
Paper: Kansas City Star 

Date: 1809-1-29;  
Paper: Missouri Gazette and Public Advertiser 


