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25 June 2018 

Well, as a Society, we finally made it to England!  I am so pleased to welcome all of you to Thoresby Hall!  And 
I am confident that we will all have a wonderful time together over the next few days.  Prepare to be 
entertained, dine well, see much of our Clay heritage, and enjoy an immense amount of local history that you 
have only read about… until now!  So, make yourselves comfortable, relax, forget about your cares back home, 
and enjoy the week with us! 

S Douglas Cline, President 

 

Thoresby Hall Hotel, 1841 
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ABOUT THOSE ENGLISH CLAYS 
 

Who were the English 
Clays, and why can’t we find 

Grampa?  
Well, there were a lot of 

them. Going back to the first 
individual census since the 
Domesday Book, the 1841 
census shows 3828 Clays, 
including close alternate 
spellings, and fifty Olgethorpes. 
Why could our ancestors not 
been Olgethorpes?  

The name Clay (again, with 
alternate spellings) according to 
Surnamedb.com, in Anglo-
Saxon and might be 
topographical for someone who 
lived in a place with clay soil, 
or, it could be occupational, as 
in someone who worked with 
clay, perhaps a potter, or the 
person who supplied a potter.  

Either would account for the 
very large number of people 
with that surname, and thus our 
difficulty in honing in on the 
ancestors of both the American 
Clays and the current English 
Clays. A look at the current crop 
of Clays in our Clay Project at 
FTDNA shows that one set of 
progenitors account for most of 
the participants, the sons of 
Charles and Hannah (Wilson) 
Clay of Virginia.  The English 
volunteers include four that 
pretty well match each other, 
another two that match, and the 
rest do not. That is to be 
expected when looking at a 
name such as Clay. 

Between 1610 and 1630 there were 64 Clay surnamed children baptized in Derbyshire, between 1832 and 
c1846 there were 218.  There were 47 children baptized in Nottinghamshire between 1610 and 1630, 441 
between 1832 and 1846.  

Why were there more Clays in some places than others? Who weren’t apparently related?   More research! 
 
On the following pages you will find the itinerary for the Gathering this year. PLEASE NOTE, the schedule 

is subject to minor changes! AN UPDATED SCHEDULE WILL BE SENT OUT BEFORE 13 JUNE.  
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General Schedule for Gathering 
 Activity Location and Notes 
MONDAY, JUNE 25 Arrive, Check-in, explore, recuperate  
5:30-6:00 Check in for Gathering Thoresby Hall Ask at Desk 
6:00-8:00 pm  Dinner  Sherwood Room 
Evening Entertainment available at Hotel To Be Announced 
TBA Meeting of the Board of Directors To Be Announced 
TUESDAY, JUNE 26   See Tuesday Plan of the Day, p 4 
8:00 am  Breakfast  Sherwood Room 
9:00-9:45  Welcome, Plan of the Day, Logistics Blue Grill 

 Travel to  Southwell (c 30 minutes) 
10:30-Noon Visit the Minster, Saracens Head Pub Southwell  

 Travel to  Newark (c 20 minutes) 
12:20-1:00 pm Walk to Square, stop by the “Clay Tavern” for photos Newark 
1:00-1:55 Lunch on your Own Newark Royal Market Square 
1:55-4:30 Visit various Clay sites: Hercules Clay’s House, Memorial, 

portraits and Bible 
Around Market Square, St Mary 
Magdalene, Town Hall Museum 

4:30-7:00 On your own, return to  Thoresby 
7:00-?? Dinner, entertainment – Peter Clay – and get to know each 

other. Dave Clay’s Skiffle Group will entertain. 
Blue Grill 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27   See Wednesday Plan of the Day p 6 
8:00-8:55 am Breakfast Sherwood Room 
9:00-9:20 Plan of the Day, Logistics Blue Grill 
9:30-10:00 Mathew Clay of Blidworth, presented by Christine Clay 

Dabbs 
Blue Grill 

10:10-10:40  Travel to  Blidworth (c 25 minutes) 
10:40-11:00 War Memorial Blidworth 
11:00-11:40  Travel to  Crich (c 35 minutes) 
11:45-12:45 pm Visit Clay memorials, Tombs Blidworth, Crich  
12:45-1:15 Travel to Bakewell (c 30 minutes) 
1:15-2:30 Lunch on your own and visit town Bakewell 
2:45-3:05 Travel to  Bonsall (c 20 minutes) 
3:05 -3:30 St James the Apostle, Robert Clay Coat of Arms Bonsall 
3:30-4:30 Return to  Thoresby Hall (c 60 minutes) 
6:00 - 7:00 Dinner at your leisure Sherwood Room 
7:15 - 8:30 CFS General Business Meeting  Blue Grill 
8:30-?? Entertainment  TBA 
8:30-9:30 Meeting of the NEW Board of Directors Blue Grill 
THURSDAY, JUNE 28  See Thursday Plan of the Day p 7 
8:00 - 8:55 am Breakfast Sherwood Room 
9:00 - 9:30 Plan of the Day, Logistics Blue Grill 
9:30 - 6:00  pm Group Choice Choices include: Chatsworth House, Hardwick Hall, Chesterfield Market, 

Sherwood Forest, Nottingham Castle, Haddon Hall, Bolsover Castle 
6:00 pm Dinner at hotel Sherwood Room 
FRIDAY, JUNE 29 
8:00 – 8:55 Breakfast Sherwood Room 
9:00 - 9:15 Review Plan of the Day Blue Grill 
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9:15 - 10:00 History and Stories about various Clays in the area – Dave 
Clay 

Blue Grill 

11:00 am  Check out and Wave good-bye Blue Grill 
 

As is traditional with Gatherings, participants will form in groups for transportation. We expect to have several 
cars and drivers. Some of the places we will visit will be short of parking, so the fewer cars we take the better 
on those trips 

TUESDAY, JUNE 26 

Tuesday, June 26        Morning Activity 
8:00 am  Breakfast provided by Hotel  Sherwood Room 
9:00-9:45 Call to order, Welcome and daily logistics Blue Grill 
10:00-10:30 Travel 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wYNd-
1N8_Q8OokP2DeySJvzcKV1VDMyx&usp=sha
ring  

to Southwell – Church Street Car 
Park. (17 miles or 30 minutes).  
Five-minute walk to the Minster or 
Saracens Head from the carpark. 

10:30- Noon   
 

Visit Southwell Minster and Saracens Head 
Hotel.  

 

Noon-1220 Travel  There’ll be a map with all the 

locations marked. 
To Newark Town Wharf Car Park 
(8 miles or 16 minutes).   

12:20-1:00 pm Walk from car park past the “Clay Tavern,” 

includes photo shoot time. 
The Town Wharf Parking to Clay 
Tavern to Royal Market Square. 

1:00-1:55  Lunch on your own Newark Royal Market square 
 

Southwell, Notts1 
 Pronounce it? Well, if you want to sound like a local, it will be “south well.”  This is just one of the 

many place names we’ll face here, and not all are this easy, so our local members and friends aren’t available, 

or you’re bored some evening, go here: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q7VjLVU8Ec  
 Southwell is the cathedral city in Nottinghamshire, seat of Southwell Minster. It goes back to the 
Romans, and we might see the remains of a Roman villa under the minster.  There are records of baptisms as 
early as 627.  The Saracen’s Head was built in 1463, making it a very early public house, or pub.  

Southwell Minster  
At the minster, you may view the porch where the Reverend William Clay hid his pregnant wife in roof 
over entrance from the Round Heads.  She gave birth there in the hidden room.  Photo shoot in front of the 
Minster. You may also see 

 The tomb of Rear Admiral Edward Clay who defeated the Dutch and the Danish Fleet, c 1800. 
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/A_Naval_Biographical_Dictionary/Clay,_Edward_Sneyd  

 Clay Family floor slabs including British Redcoat General William Waldegrave of the American 
Revolutionary War, Pelham Clay and other officers with the surname of Clay.   

Saracens Head hotel  - King Charles I spent the night after being captured at Newark Castle in 1645.  He 
was later taken to London for trial and execution. 

 
Newark-on-Trent 

                                                           
1 Note. In order to be sure to give credit here, without taking up undue space, unless otherwise identified, the sources of 
information are David M Clay of Mansfield, and Wikipedia.org.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wYNd-1N8_Q8OokP2DeySJvzcKV1VDMyx&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wYNd-1N8_Q8OokP2DeySJvzcKV1VDMyx&usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1wYNd-1N8_Q8OokP2DeySJvzcKV1VDMyx&usp=sharing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9q7VjLVU8Ec
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/A_Naval_Biographical_Dictionary/Clay,_Edward_Sneyd


5 
 

  http://www.visit-newark.co.uk/   
After parking in the Town Wharf Parking Lot, we’ll gather  for a photo op in front of the castle, then we will 

make our way to the Square by way of the Clay Tavern, Slaughterhouse Lane -- “The Clay Tavern is a 
beautiful traditional town centre pub. Located on the pedestrianized high street this pub is ideally situated in 
Newark’s town centre. The Tavern has a single room trading area with a bar to the right and seating in front of 

the bay window.  The pub also boasts the largest beer garden 
in Newark and is always popular in the summer.” It was 
named in honor of Hercules Clay, one-time mayor of 
Newark.  

We will carry on to the Newark Royal Market, where 
there are several places to eat lunch. (more on that at the 
Gathering). After lunch, we will gather at the southwest 
corner of the market now hosting a “National West” bank 
(as of the latest Google Maps, anyway).  

 
Tuesday, June 26   Afternoon  
2:15 Meet at the southwest corner of the Newark 

Royal Market square.  
Southwest Corner of Market Square 
near bank. 

2:15-2:30   Plaque for Hercules Clay, Mayor of Newark 
during English Civil War siege which 
indicates where his house stood.   

Market Square 

2:30-3:00   View Hercules Clay Bible from 1600’s and 

portrait of his brother, John Clay. 
Town Hall Museum 

3:30-4:30   See memorial to Hercules Clay. (#10) St Mary Magdalene 

 
We will visit the plaque near the site of  Hercules Clay’s house that burned down, from which he and his 

family having barely escaped. We will also visit the Town Hall Museum, home to a number of  Clay family 
artifacts, including a Bible. From there, we will walk to The Parish Church of St Mary Magdalene, where we 
will enjoy this early Norman church, and view a number of floor stones remembering various Clays, and a wall 
monument to Hercules. 

 
4:30   Travel  Return to Thoresby Hall (18 miles or 

30 minutes) 
5:00-7:00 On your own  
7:00   Gathering Participants Dinner and piano music 

by Peter Clay, a renowned English pianist who 
has played at many prestigious events.  There is a 
licensed bar for a selection of drinks, including 
English Beer. 

Blue Grill  

After Dinner:   Entertainment by David Clay’s skiffle group.   Blue Grill 
 

http://www.visit-newark.co.uk/
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 27 

Wednesday, June 27 Morning  
8:00am  Breakfast provided by Hotel Sherwood Room 
9:00  Call to order and daily logistics Blue Grill 
9:20-0:00 Speech by Christine Clay Dabbs on Clays and 

particularly Matthew Clay of Blidworth who fought 
at the Battle of Waterloo and was at the siege of 
Quatre Brass.  New Book by Christine Clay on 
Matthew Clay will be available for purchase. 

Blue Grill 

10:10-10:40 Travel to Blidworth (15 miles or 25 minutes)    
Park on Beck Lane close to Main Street 

10:40-1100 Visit War Memorial of Sergeant Major Mathew 
Clay  

“junction of Main Street and Beck 

Lane” 
11:00-11:20 Travel to Crich (20 miles or 35 minutes)  
11:20-12:40 
pm   

Visit Sir John Clay’s Tomb and wall panel 
engraving of pole and Clay’s 2nd wife. 

St Mary’s Church, Crich 

 

Wednesday, June 27 Afternoon  
12:45-1:15 Travel Bakewell (14 miles or 30 minutes) 
1:15-2:30 Eat lunch at cafes or pubs of choice.  Also take out 

(take away) for Fish & Chips to sit by the river.  
There are several shops and the famous Bakewell 
Tart Shop.  (Note:  Dave Clay’s ancestors lived 

nearby in the next village for over 300 years.) 

Bakewell. There are at least two car 
parks, Granby Road Car Park and New 
Street Car Park 

2:45-3:05 Travel to Bonsall (10 miles or 20 minutes) 
3:05-4:30* see memorial to Robert Clay with the Clay Coat of 

Arms. 
Bonsall St James the Apostle Church  
 

*The parking is very limited. Plan on parking farther away and a shuttle will carry people up the hill 
 

Wednesday, June 27 Evening  
4:30-5:30 Travel back to Thoresby Hall (36 miles or 60 minutes) 
5:30 Discuss Thursday Schedule Blue Grill 
6:00 Refresh and dinner served in main dining room at 

leisure 
Sherwood 

7:00-8:30  Business Meeting Blue Grill.   
8:30-9:30  Meeting of the new Board Blue Grill 
8:30- Entertainment provided for the rest of the evening 

with licensed bar. 
Theater 

 

  



7 
 

THURSDAY, JUNE 28 

Thursday is the day to “make it your own!” Please discuss the choices with your fellow participants 
BEFORE Thursday morning. We will discuss this as a group on Wednesday before dinner.  
 The choices are too many for everyone to go everywhere, so you might want to choose based on interests, 
location, or toss a coin. 
 To help out, we’ve made up a couple of possible itineraries, but you can make up your own as well. To give 
an idea of distance, from Thoresby Hall on the east, to Bakewell (Haddon Hall) on the west, the route is about 
30 miles and will take about one hour to drive.  From Thoresby to Nottingham is about 25 miles. See the map 
below.  
 
The suggestions, based on location:  

 Sherwood Forest – five miles southwest of Thoresby Hall 
 http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/culture-leisure/country-parks/sherwood-forest  

 Chatsworth House – Bakewell, Derbyshire DE45 1PP – (“House and Garden” only entry is £21). 
  https://www.chatsworth.org/ 

 Haddon Hall– Bakewell DE45 1LA– a medieval manor house. Has a restaurant. (£15.75)  
  http://www.haddonhall.co.uk/  

 Hardwick Hall -- Doe Lea, Chesterfield, Derbyshire, S44 5QJ   
Entry is £7.00 + £4.00 parking (special “attic tours” on Thursday 1100-1600, £1.00 ) 

 https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hardwick-hall  
 Bolsover Castle – near Chesterfield S44 6PR (£11.30) 

  http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/bolsover-castle/  
 Chesterfield -- Chesterfield Market S40 1PA; Chesterfield Parish Church S40 1XJ  

 https://www.chesterfield.gov.uk/explore-chesterfield/markets-and-market-hall.aspx 
 https://crookedspire.org/  

 North Wingfield – See where the largest number of Clays in the County of Derbyshire came from.  They 
are documented here back to 1327 when Nicholas Clay was taxed.  Quite a few Clay gravestones 
including John Clay, buried with his wife and maid in the same grave.  You may also want to see “The 

Elms” large house built by a Clay family in 1720 and restored in 2012… 
St Lawrence’s Church  http://www.stlawrencenorthwingfield.org/  
The Elms – North Wingfield  GBR 7C6.HCZ – built by the Clays in the early 1700s. Recent 
restoration.  Private home.  

  https://sites.google.com/site/clayofderbyshire/clay-houses  
   http://www.limecraft.co.uk/elm-tree-farm-north-wingfield-chesterfield/ 
 Nottingham Castle – Nottingham (£8, parking nearby in public lots) 

https://www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk/  
 

Thursday, June 28 Morning  
8:00am – 8:55 am Breakfast provided by Hotel Sherwood Room 
9:00am – 9:30 am Call to order and daily logistics Blue Grill 
9:30 am – 6:00 
pm    

Visit various sites 
Dave Clay is planning to lead a group to 
Chatsworth.  

 

 

12:30pm – 1:30 Lunch available at Chatsworth House and several 
other venues. A list will be provided  

 

 

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/culture-leisure/country-parks/sherwood-forest
https://www.chatsworth.org/
http://www.haddonhall.co.uk/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/hardwick-hall
http://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/places/bolsover-castle/
https://www.chesterfield.gov.uk/explore-chesterfield/markets-and-market-hall.aspx
https://crookedspire.org/
http://www.stlawrencenorthwingfield.org/
https://sites.google.com/site/clayofderbyshire/clay-houses
http://www.limecraft.co.uk/elm-tree-farm-north-wingfield-chesterfield/
https://www.nottinghamcastle.org.uk/
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Thursday, June 28 Afternoon  
1:30 - 3:00 pm Continue with tour  
as you like Return to Hotel  
6:00 pm  Dinner provided by hotel, theater entertainment Sherwood Room 

 

 

 

Friday morning, 
June 29 

  

8:00am  Breakfast provided by Hotel Sherwood 
9:00 Call to order and daily logistics Blue Grill 
9:15 – 10:00 History and stories of various Clay’s in the 

area by David M Clay 
Blue Grill 

11:00am  Check out.  
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Getting to Thoresby Hall Hotel 
By Train 

FROM LONDON HEATHROW 
(1) to London to Retford2 

Taxi from Heathrow to Kings Cross Station (KGX), £40-
50. OR  

Take the Heathrow Express to Paddington Station, get a 
taxi/Uber to Kings Cross (KGX), for the train to Retford 
(RET).  Takes about five minutes for $10-20. 

You might want to put the Uber ap on your phone before 
leaving the states. https://www.uber.com/  

If you are able to schlep luggage and are familiar with the 
system, you can also take the Hammersmith & City tube line, 
which is $2-4 and takes 12 minutes.  

You can also take the Piccadilly Line directly from Heathrow 
to Kings Cross/St Pancras underground station and walk from 
there to the Kings Cross Railway Station ($5-8). That takes about 
an hour but you won’t have to change stations.  

 
(2) From London Kings Cross (KGX) 
Purchase ticket to Retford (RET) on a Hull or York 

train. The price is somewhere between £18 and £45, 
depending on the day, time of day, and class of service, and 
whether you have a rail card.  

FROM MANCHESTER INTERNATIONAL 
Airport (MIA) to Retford (RET) 
The train runs from MIA to RETford via Sheffield. The 

total time is about 2.5 hours. The TransPennine Express 
(about once an hour) has only one change, to the Northern at 
Sheffield (SHF), and then to Retford. Prices are in the £25 
range.  There are other trains which have more changes, but 
this one is the easiest, especially with luggage. 

RETFORD STATION TO THORESBY HALL 
HOTEL 

Retford to Thoresby by taxi is nine miles or about 17 minutes.   
Malcolms Taxi telephone: +44  01777703333 (about £20);  A2B Taxis telephone: +44  01777700777 (about 

£22). Uber may also be available by June.   
Whether you are driving, or giving instructions to your Uber/Taxi, the address is Thoresby Park, Ollerton 

NG22 9WH. The Postal Code (NG22 9WH) is the method used in England to locate addresses for cell phones 
or GPS units, so that’s all you need.   The lat/long address is 53°14'3.92"N   1° 2'44.57"W. Neither of these is 
perfect, but will get you on Netherfield Lane, and on to the property.  

Renting a car and finding your way. To use your GPS in your phone, be sure to check with your provider 
to ensure you will have access in the UK. If you cannot, or do not wish to use your phone, you might want to 
get a GPS with your rental vehicle. Some, at least Hertz, have navigators that double as phones, for which you 
pay the minutes, of course.  

Your Cell Phone. Talk with your provider to see what your options are in using the phone in England. The 
Thoresby Hall has wi-fi, so you may be able to use that for calling. However, for maps and such, you either need to 
have a signal or look up and save the files on your phone. NO, I don’t know how to do that, but people do.  

                                                           
2 Thanks to new member Jackie Fisher for her good advice on London, and Dave Clay for the Retford to Thoresby information. 

RailCards 
You may be eligible for a senior railcard, 

or other discount travel card, which you may 
purchase before you go, or at a station. The 
price for a 1 year rail card is £30. It saves 
you 1/3 on standard or first class tickets. It 
would probably pay for itself in two trips.  

You can get the railcard online, at a staffed 
station (Paddington, for example), or by 
phone. https://www.railcard.co.uk/cheap-
train-tickets/  

Check https://www.thetrainline.com/ for 
up to date information on trains. You can put 
this on your cell phone for easy access.  

https://www.uber.com/
https://www.railcard.co.uk/cheap-train-tickets/
https://www.railcard.co.uk/cheap-train-tickets/
https://www.thetrainline.com/

