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Family:  according to Webster’s Colle-
giate Dictionary:  

1. All of the people that live under one 
head and in one house.  

2. All of the people that are descended 
from the same ancestor.  

3. A group of closely related persons. 

Family has always been very important 
to me. I have been blessed with the 
most loving, caring and helpful family. 
When growing up as a child I thought 
that all families were just like mine. As 
I got older I realized just how truly 
blessed that I was.  

The weekend of the 24th. we took our 
fall trip to Kentucky to clean up one of 
the cemeteries that has several "Clays" 
buried in it. Family, over 13 of us, 
made that trek. Each year we are able 
to accomplish a little more and the 
cemetery is getting to look better.  

I took the opportunity this trip to stop 
and see a close cousin. Dick Stevens 
has always been such a help to me and 
once again gave me the directions to my 
Mom's homeplace. This gentleman is in 
his 80's but said if he didn't have things 
to do he would go traipsing with us. 
Another dear friend, Gary Adkins, took 
us to our homeplace. What was sup-
posed to be 1/4 mile walk turned into 
over a mile one way. This was the first 
trip to the homeplace for Phyllis Alex-

ander. Our 
nephews, 
Don and Ron 
Adkins, were 
a great help 
on our trek. 
Thank good-
ness! Of 
course we 
brought back 
pieces of the 
well and the smokehouse. It was a 
real thrill to stand once again where 
my Mom and her family had walked. 
We got a real sense of how hard her 
life had been, walking several miles 
just to get to a road or store. It made 
me realize from where I got my back-
bone and stamina.  

I also had the opportunity to have 
dinner with Lindsey Apple and 
Louise Copenhaver in Lexington. He 
was such a joy. We talked about the 
Gathering in 2010. He had some 
great ideas for us. He's looking for-
ward to seeing us next year.  

We as a Society are Family. We help 
each other with research. Whenever 
anyone needs anything one of our 
family steps up to lend a hand. In 
closing I want to say how proud I am 
to be part of our "Family". 

Linda Cheeks Pittano, Chair 

Notes from the Chair 

Looking for Revolutionary Ancestors? 
I recently found a reference book that I 
was unaware of, although it was pub-
lished in 1938,   entitled: Historical 
Register of Virginians in the Revolu-
tion, Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, 1775-
1783  by John H. Gwathmey.  
 
The book has an extensive list of Clays 
who fought in the Revolution as well 
as many other familiar Virginia sur-
names.  The name of the soldier in-

cludes the military unit and some-
times other information.   It is now 
available on Ancestry.com and can 
be found in many libraries. I have 
heard although not confirmed that 
the DAR will accept the Register 
listing as proof of service.  
 
Submitted by Connie Collins 

I am seeking information as to why 
Green Clay moved from Powhatan, 
Va.to Fort Boonesborough, Ky.  I 
have heard he had an argument with 
his father and left home after his 
father put him to work in the cotton 
fields with slaves. I don't believe 
cotton was grown in Va., perhaps it 
was tobacco. Has anyone heard 
about or know information as to 
what the argument was about? 

 This is the Green Clay that fought 
in the Revolutionary War, the Siege 
of Boonesborough, and the war of 
1812. His name is on an historical 
marker as being one of the first set-
tlers (along with Daniel Boone) of 
Boonesborough. His son is the infa-
mous Cassius Marcellus Clay of 
Richmond, KY. The person inquiring 
is Anne Congleton. If anyone has 
any information to give her, please 
send it to the editor at 
PAlex320@aol.com or snail mail 
1330 Laurel Dr., Fostoria, OH 
44830-1333 and it will be forwarded 
to her quickly. 

Submitted by Gynger Cook 

QUERY 



In the last edition of Pieces of Clay 
(Volume VI Issue III), there was a 
printing error on page 4 when the 
Coat of Arms granted to Sir John 
Clay of Crich was omitted. So as not 
to confuse his arms with the London 
Clays which were correctly featured 
and displayed as shown at the Her-
ald’s Visitation in 1633-34, I enclose 
the following Coat of Arms Granted 
to Sir John Clay of Crich, Derbyshire 
in 1588. 

The Heralds travelled through the 
realm of England checking that peo-
ple were entitled to their Arms and 
usually noted the ancestry of the 
armigorous person for two or three 
generations. In the County of Derby-
shire, the Heralds made Visitations 
in 1569, 1611, 1634 and 1662. 

At the Visitation all gentlemen had 
to present themselves at a certain 
place to show what arms they bore 
and by what authority and have 
their pedigrees recorded. Sir John 
Clay of Crich presented himself with 
his Coat of Arms before the Herald, 
Richard St. George at the Visitation 
of 1611 and his pedigree is as fol-
lows: 

John Clay of Glapwell, Derbyshire 
(died 1538) wife Joan Lathbury, son 
Robert Clay of Glapwell, Derbyshire 
(died 1556) wife Emma Wood of Bur-
ton Joyce, Nottinghamshire, daugh-
ter of Simon Wood, gentleman, son 
Sir John Clay of Crich, Derbyshire 
first wife Mary Calton, daughter of 
William Calton, Keeper of the hawks 
for King Henry the Eighth, second 
wife, Margaret Pole, (nee Ferrars), 

daughter of Sir Edward Ferrars. 

The Clays of Glapwell in Derbyshire 
were yeoman farmers for Elizabeth, 
Countess of Shrewsbury, (Bess of 
Hardwick), Lady of the Manor who had 
accumulated great wealth from her 
three marriages, one being to the Earl 
of Shrewsbury, one of the richest men 
in England. She was greatly favoured 
by Queen Elizabeth I. When the Count-
ess died in 1608, she left John and 
Mary Clay a gift of 50 pounds each. 
(Ref. Chatsworth Archives-H/278/07). 
The Clays of Glapwell had fared well 
under the Countess and eventually 
John Clay managed to buy property in 
1570 in the parish of Crich and moved 
there. He eventually sold his family 
lands in Glapwell in 1585 for 600 
pounds which was a fortune then and 
he began to acquire more land in the 
parish of Crich. 

In the adjoining parish of South Wing-
field, Mary Queen of Scots was held 
prisoner at Wingfield Manor. A plot 
was discovered to free her and assassi-
nate Queen Elizabeth. The man ac-
cused locally was Anthony Babbington 
who was related by marriage to John 
Clay. Babbington was executed in 1586 
and his lands in Crich were forfeited to 
the Crown. The Queen awarded these 
lands to Sir Walter Raleigh in recogni-
tion of his seafaring expeditions 
(Virginia, etc) but Raleigh lived in the 
south of England and had not much 
use for land in the north so in 1587 he 
sold the lands in Crich with a farm 
called “The Edge” to John Clay who by 
now had greatly prospered and became 
established with the gentry and he 
married Mary Calton, daughter of Wil-
liam Calton, “Keeper of the Hawks” for 
the previous monarch Henry VIII. He 
had five children with Mary. Their son 
William died in infancy, their other son 
Theophillus died without any issue in 
1590. They had three daughters, Pene-
lope, Maria and Susan. 

As his wealth and ownership of lands 
expanded he was now required to take 
public office and he was knighted by 
Queen Elizabeth in 1588 and given his 
coat of arms. He became responsible for 
local disputes and there are many ref-

erences to him in the archives. His 
wife died and he married again to the 
daughter of Sir Edward Ferrars who 
had been previously married to a man 
called German Pole. 

In 1605 a Catholic plot was discov-
ered to blow up the King and MPs in 
the Houses of Parliament but Guy 
Fawkes was caught in the cellar with 
the explosives. At the inquest Sir 
John Clay dared to speak his mind 
and stood up in Parliament and made 
a slanderous speech accusing the Earl 
of Shrewsbury of being forewarned 
and absenting himself from Parlia-
ment, “under cover of his happy 
gout”. 

Sir John Clay died in 1633 and ac-
cording to dates of various events re-
lating to him he must have been born 
around 1545 and lived well into his 
eighties. His Will made in 1629 starts 
off with standard solictors jargon fol-
lowed by John Clay’s request to be 
buried in the church at Crich in the 
tomb he had made for his first wife 
Mary. The tomb is still there and has 
the engraving on top of a knight and 
his wife with the Clay coat of arms. 
His five children are featured around 
the sides. There is a long epitaph 
which starts: “Here lieth John Clay, 
gentleman and Mary whom he first 
did wive, With her he lived near eight 
years space in which God gave them 
children five”, etc. He left his lands, 
buildings, tenements and tythes to 
his daughters and to the eldest son of 
his daughter Penelope Brelsford he 
leaves, “The ring I wear with my 
arms upon it”. Pictured below is how 
the ring may have looked. 

He left money to be divided amongst 
the poor people of Crich and money to 
repair causeways, bridges and high-

ways in the par-
ish. He also left  
money to his ser-
vants. There fol-
lowed an Inquisi-
tion in 1633 which 

said he owned a capital messuage 

More News from David Clay of England  
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At our latest gathering we had a 
report from Greg Hatcher on our 
Clay DNA project through Family 
Tree DNA. Greg passed out a chart 
showing the DNA from 18 kits. This 
chart can be viewed at http://
www.familytreedna.com/public/Clay 
DNA Project&fixed_columns=on It 
includes one person who was tested 
by another unnamed company. 
Sorenson Molecular Genealogy 
Foundation has tested four other 
Clay males, and a summary follows. 

Perhaps others know of results from 
other DNA companies, and would 
be willing to share what they know. 

One Clay in the Sorenson database, 
has Missouri and Virginia ances-
tors, and is an exact match for other 
descendants of John Clay Sr. tested 
by Family Tree DNA.  

For this participant there is a chart 
at the Sorenson site that begins 
with Emery Donald Clay, born 7 
Feb. 1902, St. Joseph, Missouri. He 
can also be found in Ancestry’s Cali-
fornia Death Index. He died 4 Au-
gust 1965, Los Angeles Co., Califor-

nia. From that same death index we 
know that he had a son Emery Donald 
Clay, Jr. who was born 23 October 
1928, in Kansas and died 14 Decem-
ber 1993 in Sacramento Co., Califor-
nia. 

Using Missouri death certificate im-
ages that are on-line, at http://
www.sos.mo.gov/archives/resources/
deathcertificates/#search, one can find 
additional information on this family.  

To find earlier generations more re-
search would be required. 

1. William Clay m. Nancy Smith 

2. Mark Smith Clay, Sr., b. 3 Apr. 
1825, Prince Edward, VA; m. Ra-
chel A. McGuire, b. 14 Nov. 1847, 
IN, daughter of Frances T. 
McGuire and Martha S. 
Hoagland. Mark. S. Clay died 3 
June 1915, Butler, Bates Co., MO 
and his wife Rachel died 23 April 
1935, St. Louis, MO. 

3. Mark Smith Clay, Jr., b. 17 May 
1875, Fayette, MO; d. 13 Feb. 
1916, Butler, Bates Co., MO;  m. 
Frances Showalter 

4. Emery Donald Clay, Sr. as above 

5. Emery Donald Clay, Jr., as above 

Further exploration of this lineage 
was not done, but it is posted here as 
it may be helpful to other researchers, 
especially those with brick walls. 

There were also two English Clays, of 
more recent emigration, in the 
Sorenson database. These two people 
matched the twelve markers for the 
English Clay on the chart distributed 
by Greg. However twelve markers is 
often not enough to make meaningful 
comparisons. The fourth Clay in the 
Sorenson database was a descendant 
of Henry Clay, born Louisiana, who 
married Mary Ann Tauriac.  

No date or specific place was given, so 
the origins of the family are unknown. 
However a good match was not found 
with any of the Clays tested by 
FamilyTree DNA.  

To see the Sorenson DNA results or to 
check for other surnames of interest 
go to http://www.smgf.org/. 

kitchen was well stocked and his 
windows all had curtains and curtain 
rails. 

Sir John Clay left no male heir of the 
same surname but after his death 
other relatives of the same name 
began to use his coat of arms. There 
is still a farm in Crich today called 
“The Edge”. There’s a saying in Eng-
land—“It’s not what you know, it’s 

who you know”. 
This could well 
apply to this fam-
ily of Clays who 
became favoured 
by Bess of Hard-
wick, the Count-
ess of Shrews-
bury.  

Submitted by 
David Clay, England 
 

Picture  from Wikimedia.org 

called “The Edge” and six cottages 
in the  parish of Crich and property 
in several other places. 

It is obvious that the house at “The 
Edge” was substantial as according 
to the Inventory with the Will, it 
contained a private suit of armour 
with other armour and headpieces, 
two haulberts, two pikes, six bils 
(military weapons), four lead man-
tles and a crossbow. The house was 
well furnished and had twenty three 
beds, of which five of them were four 
poster beds. He had his own coal-
mine (which were abundant in Der-
byshire) and fields of wheat, oats 
and barley. He had six horses, fifty-
two sheep, fourteen lambs, nineteen 
cows, one bull, fifteen pigs, turkeys, 
ducks, chickens, pigeons and many 
implements of farming. He had a 
pair of playing tables and four 
wooden games, brewed his own beer 
and wine, had his own dairy. His 

     CLAY DNA   by Shirley Langdon Wilcox 

David Clay Report, cont. from p. 2 
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A sincere apology goes out to Patty 
Hasson of Lexington, KY who joined 
our ranks at our most recent gather-
ing in Huntsville. The editor inadver-
tently missed Patty. Welcome aboard! 

Blue Grass Area 
2010 

 

 

Is it ever too soon to start making 
plans? Apparently our Meetings Di-
rector doesn’t think so. Louise Copen-
haver, along with Linda Pittano, trav-
eled to Lexington, KY recently and 
met up with Lindsey Apple. Sites 
were toured. Louise is asking that if 
anyone has dietary concerns that they 
let her know so she can make sure 
they are met. You can contact her at 
Weezer1017@aol.com or snail mail: 
5131 Pierce Rd., Warren, OH 44481. 
If you have any particular site you 
wish to visit, it would be helpful if 
you would let her know that also. 
She’ll appreciate it! 



POSTED: June 19, 2008 Warren Tribune 
Chronicle, Warren, Oh.  

WARREN — Dorinda L. Clay, 63, Warren, 
passed away Wednesday morning, June 
18, 2008, at Hospice House. Dorinda was 
born March 24, 1945, in Youngstown, the 
daughter of Walter and Fern McElhaney 
Busse.   

She was owner-operator of Fabric Patch 
Quilt Store from 2000 until 2005. Prior to 
owning the store, Dorinda was a case-
worker and fraud investigator with the Port-
age County Jobs and Family Services from 
1989 until 1999, and a Realtor with Reli-
able Real Estate in Niles from 1978 until 
1990.   

Dorinda was a graduate of Niles McKinley 
High School class of 1963. She graduated 
in 1996 with an associate degree in human 
services from Lakeland Community Col-
lage in Mentor, and attended Youngstown 
State University from 1996 to 1999 working 
toward a bachelor’s degree in psychology. 
Her hobbies included doll making, quilting, 
and being with family and friends.   

Dorinda is survived by her husband, 
James E. Clay, whom she married Nov. 
30, 1963; two sons, J. Destry (Debra) Clay 
of Niles, Shawn A. (Cindy) Clay of Newton, 
N.C.; seven grandchildren, Mackenzie 
Gleason, who lived with her, Tiffany Clay 
of Niles, Ashley, Austin and Anna Clay of 
Newton, N.C., and Corinne and Katie Crisp 
of Lenoir, N.C.; a son-in-law, Tony Crisp of 
Lenoir, N.C.; one brother, Gene (Kathy) 
Busse of Niles; and a half-sister, Deborah 
Busse of Mineral Ridge. She also leaves 
several loving sisters-in-law and brothers-
in-law as well as many nieces, nephews, 
great-nieces and great-nephews.  

Besides her parents, Dorinda was pre-
ceded in death by a daughter, Shannan 
Clay-Crisp, who passed away Nov. 25, 
2006; and her dearest friend of 28 years, 
Judy Davis.  

Services will be 1:30 p.m. Saturday at the 
Lane Funeral Home, Austintown Chapel, 
where family and friends may call from 5 to 
8 p.m. Friday. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano-Trumbull 
County 
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PIECES OF CLAY 

Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1330 Laurel Dr. 
Fostoria, OH 44830-1333 
E-mail: PAlex320@aol.com 
Telephone: 419-435-4781 
 
We’re on the web: 
CFS website: 
http://www.clayfamilysociety.com 

Pictured above is Linda Pittano and Phyllis Alexander in Carter County, KY at their mother’s 
family homestead. All that is left standing is the part of the well pictured above and a remnant 
of the smokehouse.  Members of the family recently made the twice yearly trek to the 
Haywood Cemetery in Carter County to clean it up and decorate the graves.  For more infor-
mation, see the Chair’s Report on Page 1.                                       Photo provided by Ron Adkins 

Dorinda Clay  

Eloise J. Clay 
Eloise J. Clay, 69, of the Red Carpet 
Health Care Center, died Thursday morn-
ing [June 18, 1992] at Guernsey County 
Memorial Hospital. 

She was born Oct. 15, 1922, in Guernsey 
County, daughter of the late William O. 
and Cynthia Wendell Pethtel. She was a 
former employee at March Electric and the 
former Cambridge State Hospital and re-
tired from NCR, all of Cambridge. She 
was a member of the North Salem Pres-
byterian Church and the Ladies Auxiliary 
to the Guernsey VFW Post 2901. 

She was preceded in death by a daughter. 
Mrs. Clay leaves a son, David Clay of 
Minerva; two daughters, Judy Darlene 
Hammersly of Cambridge and Nancy 
Marie Timmons of Flushing; two brothers, 
Robert and Howard Pethtel, both of Cam-
bridge; six grandchildren, Steve Hammer-
sly of New Concord; Dana Hammersly of 
Cambridge; David A. Clay of Carrollton; 
Amie Clay Robertson of Cuyahoga Falls, 
Jay Timmons of Dayton and Tricia 
Timmons of Colorado Springs, Colo.; sev-
eral nieces and nephews. 

Friends may call from 7 to 9 p.m. Friday at 
Thorn Funeral Home, where services will 
be at 11 a.m. Saturday with Pastor 
Stephen Spurgin officiating. Burial will be 
in Northwood Cemetery. 
Submitted by Linda Pittano from the Daily Jef-
fersonian of Cambridge, OH in Guernsey 
County. 

Omar W. Clay 
Omar W. Clay, 55, Kimbolton R. D. 1, North 
Salem, died at 11:30 a.m. Friday [Jan. 12, 
1973] in Aultman General Hospital, Canton. 
He had been in failing health. 
Born in Piedmont, May 3, 1917, he was a 
son of the late Calvin W. and Estella Fergu-
son Clay. An employee of Heller Tool Com-
pany, Newcomerstown, he was a member of 
New Salem United Presbyterian Church; 
Royal Arch Masons, Newcomerstown; and 
the Eagles Lodge, Cambridge, and was a 
past master of Plainfield Masonic Lodge. 

Mr. Clay leaves his wife, Frances D. Doulter 
Clay; two daughters, Mrs. Robert (Judy) 
Hammersly, Cambridge, Mrs. Michael 
(Nancy) Timmons, Batesville; one son, David 
Clay, MInerva; one step-daughter, Mrs. Paul 
(Cindy) Burton, Flora, Ill.; one step-son, 
Ricky L. Beaver, Middlebourne; nine grand-
children; three brothers, Roy of Boiling 
Springs, Pa. and George and Wayne, both of 
Freeport; and several nieces and nephews. 
One daughter and one brother are de-
ceased. 

Friends may call at Thorn Funeral Home 
from 7 to 9 p.m. Sunday and 2 to 4 and 7 to 
9 p.m. Monday. Masonic services will be 
held there at 7:30 p.m. Monday. 
Funeral services will be held at 10 a.m. 
Tuesday in the funeral home with the Rev. 
Gene Mast officiating. Burial will be in Oak 
Grove Cemetery, Belmont County. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano from the Daily 
Jeffersonian of Cambridge, OH in Guernsey 
County 
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Hear Ye, Hear Ye, Hear Ye—DUES ARE DUE 

 

 
As your editor, I am taking the unusual step of not publishing our normal six 
pages in order to allow everyone who was not able to attend our “Gathering” in 
Huntsville, AL, the opportunity to send in their dues and continue receiving the 
newsletter and all other benefits accorded to our members. Therefore, I am pub-
lishing the form on the back of this page so no one will MISS any of our news! 

 

However, that said, I want to let you know that we do plan to publish an updated 
membership directory to be available at the “Gathering” in the Blue Grass Area 
in 2010. Some photos were taken in Huntsville, but it is possible that not everyone 
was “captured”. So…..if you would like a photo in the 2010 directory, please send 
it with your membership dues to Connie Collins, (address on reverse). If for any 
reason you were unhappy with the photo taken, you may do the same, but please 
send it to Louise Copenhaver, 5131 Pierce Rd., Warren, OH 44481. No photos will 
be returned. 

 

I want to thank David Clay of England for being so kind as to correspond with us 
and give us news of our ancestors from there. It is much appreciated. If anyone 
else has news they would like to contribute, I would be more than happy to print 
it.  

 

                                          Thank you, 

                                          The Editor 
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Clay Family Society 
Membership Registration Form 

 

Primary Member___________________________________________ 

 

Second Member____________________________________________ 

 

Other Family Members under 18______________________________ 

 

 

Address____________________________________________________ 

 

City _____________________________State ______________Zip______ 

 

Phone #_____________________ Email__________________________ 

 

Membership type ___________ Single $30.00 ( 1 vote, 1 subscription) 

 

                              ____________ Family $35.00 (2 votes, 1 subscription) 

 

Check number________________________Date______________ 

 

Please include a short statement of your Clay Lineage or interests. 

 

We plan to publish a Membership directory, if you do not want your mailing or email address published, 
check here______________ 

Please make checks payable to Clay Family Society and send to 

%Constance Collins 
Clay Family Society 

     3800 Fairfax Dr. #408 
Arlington, Va. 22203 

 


