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  The holiday is long past. We 
have taken down the orna-
ments and put away the deco-
rations until the next time. 
Now we are waiting and hop-
ing for spring; a new begin-
ning of growth.  
   Several of these things have 
been going through my mind. 
All of us have been going 
through changes in our lives. 
We have all lost loved ones, 
suffered illnesses, and surger-
ies but have also been blessed 
with new births. In reflection 
it has made me see even clear-
er how important that it is to 
"pass" on our heritage.  
   We all need to tell stories to 
our children and grandchil-
dren so that they have memo-
ries of our parents and them-
selves when they grow older. I 
have so many great ones that 
I've shared with my family. 
My Granny would take a 
butcher knife to you faster 
than you could believe. One 
more: Where did you get those 
big brown eyes? The answer: 
Sears! Stories like these make 

our ancestors more real to us 
as people and give us a sense of 
how they were. 
   I have been taking my grand-
daughter, Lindsey, with me for 
years to the cemetery to help 
clean and decorate my parents 
and grandparents graves. I am 
instilling in her how important 
it is to remember them. She 
sees me talking to them and 
telling them how my life is 
going. Crazy? Maybe, but she 
will know who they are. 
   My point is this: Start doing 
things to pass on your heritage! 
 

Linda Cheeks Pittano, Chair 

Notes from the Chair 

Henry Clay of Southern Par-
ish, Cumberland County, Vir-
ginia, married Lucy Green in 
1735.  Charles Clay of Hano-
ver County, Virginia, married 
Martha Green in 1741. The 
fathers were brothers, and the 
mothers were sisters. Lucy 
and Martha Green were 
daughters of Thomas Green 
and his wife, Elizabeth Mars-
ton, who was a daughter of 
Thomas Marston, justice of 
Henrico County, Virginia, in 
1682. The son of Henry and 
Lucy Green Clay, their sixth 
child, is the only one of those 
d b e c i  c i i g 

the name of the Marston line. 
Marston appears in Fayette 
County, Kentucky, tax lists, 
about 1787-1798 and in Hali-

fax County, Virginia, at the 
same time as head of an estab-
lishment of seven whites and 
nine Negroes. When Marston 
Clay married Elizabeth Wil-
liams in Halifax County, Vir-
ginia, in 1771, he signed the 
b d  i i g he  f  hi  
name. After that, he became 
Matson, Maston, Mastin, even 
Ma e ,  ai  M. C a ,  
and I suspect sometimes the 
name read as Martin really was 
intended for his name. 

Submitted by Connie Collins 

Taken from Page 66 The Ken-
tucky Explorer__ 

March 2009 from an article 
ca ed Ke c  Ki f  
which stated Genealogy From 
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Lexington 
2010 Update 

   Plans are well underway 
for the 2010 meeting to be 
held near Lexington, Ken-
tucky, in 2010. 
   Committee members 
have been set.  They are as 
follows: Pat Dunford, Patri-
cia Hasson, Betty Clay 
Witt, Julia Brock, Ruth 
Longo, Phyllis Alexander, 
and Linda Pittano.          
   Anyone who was not at 
the Alabama Gathering in 
2008  or who was not 
pleased with their picture, 
please e-mail your photo-
graph to:  

Clay Marston Williams 
the Louisville Herald-Post-
1930s Edited by J. Emerson 
Miller with a note as follows, 
Edi  N e: I  he id-1930s, 
the Louisville Herald Post con-
ducted a genealogy column fea-
turing materials sent in by its 
readers. We thought our read-
ers would find the column inter-
esting. We will reprint parts 
from this column each month. 
Because they were printed some 
70 years ago, we do not have 
any other facts except those 
given below. We hope our read-
ers enjoy the Kentucky Kinfolks 
column. 

Edi  N e: We i   be 
printing excerpts every month. 
The above was printed as it was 
received. Thank you. 

PLDunford@cox.net   
or mail to Pat Dunford at 
3736 N. Tucson Blvd., 
Tucson, AZ 85716-1039.  
She will be setting up our 
new Directory.  The up-
dated Directory will be 
available for the June 
2010 Gathering.         
   The Lexington area is a 
goldmine of history and 
i f a i , a d I  e 
everyone will have an 
enjoyable time. We have 
lots in the works for eve-
ryone. 
    Anyone who would like 
to help with the 2010 
Gathering please send me 
an e-mail at  
Weezer1017@aol.com or 
call me at 330-847-8491.  
I  e he e  a  
just for you on one of the 
committees! 
Make your plans to at-
tend NOW! 
Louise Copenhaver,  
 chairwoman 

mailto:PLDunford@cox.net
mailto:Weezer1017@aol.com


One particular branch of English 
Clays lived in a rural village called 
Ha d f  i  he a i h f A  

Hucknall in Derbyshire County.  
They had farmed the land there for 
some centuries and eventually they 
combined farming with the selling 
f bee .  The  ca ed hei  b The 

Sh de  f M .  The b 
which they had built themselves is 
still there today and is now also a 
hotel. 

In the 1800s the landlord was 
Sampson Clay (born 1819) who 
lived with his wife Mary.  She bore 
him thirteen children.  With all 
those children, running a large farm 
as well as a pub, they must have 
been very busy. 

Sampson Clay was a very popular 
man and people would seek his ad-
vice in farming matters.   

He was so helpful that the local 

community presented him 
with a silver tea service.  The 
spoons have his initials en-
graved on them and the silver 
cup has the following inscrip-
tion  Thi  i e  c  i h ea 
service, one dozen teaspoons, 
sugar bowl and forty sover-
eigns was presented to Mr. 
Sampson Clay by a few of his 
f ie d  a d eighb  i  a -
preciation of his many valua-
ble and gratuitous services 
rendered to their cattle and 
sheep during a period of thirty 
ea . Ha d f . Oc be . 

1873. 

In the Traders Directory of 
1891 he is listed at Hardstoft 
as Farmer and Publican at 

The Sh de  f M .  Hi  g ea  
granddaughter, now 84, still has the 
tea service.  His great grandson, Ed-
ward (Ted) Clay emigrated to the USA. 

Ne  F  The Sh lde  Of M , E gla d 
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Photo Courtesy David Clay 

Pictured right is silver tea  
service in the great grand  

da gh e  e i  
           

Photo Courtesy David Clay 

Pictured to the left is Sampson 
Clay (born 1819) with his wife 
Mary. She bore him thirteen 
children. 

          Photo Courtesy David Clay 



The publicity committee of the 
Carter County Retired Teachers As-
sociation spent an enjoyable after-
noon recently in the home of one of 
its members, Mary Willis Rice Clay. 

Although she had just spent several 
days in the hospital and had under-
gone surgery, she was very alert and 
received us very graciously. There 
was never a dull moment as she en-
tertained us from the moment we 
arrived with the many incidents of 
her teaching career. It was evident 
she loved teaching by the sparkle in 
her eyes, the smile on her face and 
the laughter in her voice. 

Mary Willis Rice Clay was born Nov. 
16, 1900  E e a  C ee  i  
Carter County. She soon moved to 
the area where Carter Caves State 
Park is now located and started to 
school there at the age of five. 

Later, she went to school at Cedar 
Point until she completed the eighth 
grade, although at that time there 
were no grades, you just passed from 
one reader to another. 

For a blackboard you used a space on 
the wall painted black, neither did 
you have paper or pencils, but slates 
saved the day! 

Having graduated from the eighth 
reader at Cedar Point, Mary Willis 
enrolled at Christian Normal Insti-
tute at Grayson. She took the County 
Teache  E a i a i  a d ea ed a 
first class teaching certificate. 

She continued her education at CNI 
and graduated in 1923. She also was 
married to J.G. Clay in 1923. Realiz-
ing the need for more education, she 
e ed i  M ehead S a e Teache  
College in 1923 and received her A.B. 
degree in 1958. During this time 
M ehead S a e Teache  C ege 
had become Morehead State Univer-
sity. 

During her early years, she lived in 
Pleasant Valley and had to walk or 
ride a horse to school, often wading a 
creek and mudholes and carrying her 
lunch in a brown bag. A full house at 
ch  did  b he  Ma  Wi i . O e 

year at Pleasant Valley she enrolled 
98 students in all grades and another 
year at Upper Tygart School she en-
rolled 54 in grade one. 

She added, We e   f he 
times getting drinks, going to the rest 
room and putting on mittens, coats 
a d b .  

Mary Willis developed a love for her 
career by teaching in three schools, 
Grahn, Cedar Point and Aden, all in 
her first year at a salary of $67 per 
month. 

Later she taught many years in 
Grahn, Cedar Point, Aden, Pleasant 
Valley, James Chapel, Clalrk Hill, 
Pennybaker, Soldier, Garvin Ridge, 
and Upper Tygart in Carter County 
and Burlington in Boone County, and 
Laurel and Lewis County Elementary 
in Lewis County. 

Her greatest reward is meeting the 
children she has taught and learning of 
their accomplishments. Although she 
may not recognize them until they tell 
her who they are, she is thrilled when 
he  e a , Y  a e he be  eache  

I e e  had.  

She spoke of the school fairs, and all 
the hard work and time involved, but 
they were rewarding as everyone en-
joyed them. After 50 years of teaching, 
Mary Willis retired in 1968. 

She has been active in the Olive Hill 
United Methodist Church, Homemak-
ers and other community activities. 

Two of her most prized crafts are a 
quilt made of plain and school house 
blocks embroidered with the dates and 
names of each of the schools where she 
taught. Her other is a rug made in the 
Homemakers Club that won a blue rib-
bon and that she was asked to exhibit 
in the Kentucky State Fair. 

At the end of our visit, she said, 
Y e c e a g a , bab .  

Edi or s No e: This ar icle as ri en 
by Iva Jessee, chairman, and Christine 
Blevins and Orene Phillips, of the Pub-
licity Committee. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano: Mary Rice Wills 
Clay article is from the Olive Hill Times, now 
no longer in publication, from Carter County, 
Ky.  Article is before March of whatever year, 
possibly 1990 or 1991 

searchable and user-friendly and the 
original warrants can be printed to 
provide hard copies.  The website is : 
http://www.sos.ky.gov/land. 

Submitted by Connie Collins 

The State of Kentucky has a great Land 
Records website that contains infor-
mation and copies of land warrants that 
were granted to Revolutionary War Vet-
erans, and land patents for early non 
military settlers. Since many of these 
warrants  and patents were issued 
while Kentucky was still a part of Vir-
ginia, you may find records for your an-
cestors  who were still living in Virginia 
during the post revolutionary period, 
and also records of those who began 
moving west in that time.  The site is 

A high school librarian in Somerset, 
KY has found a first edition autobiog-
raphy of Cassius Clay. The book is ti-

ed The Life f Ca i  Ma ce  
C a . She hi  i  a  be a ab e 
and is looking for interested buyers. 
Contact Connie Collins if interested. 

Clay Discusses Love of Teaching 

Find your Ancestor in Cyberspace 
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Cassius Clay First Edition 

WELCOME 
Congratulations and a great big 
welcome go out to the long awaited  
child, Stephen Alexander Bryant, 
son of Stephen and Caroline Alex-
ander Bryant of Knoxville, TN who 

ade hi  a ea a ce  hi  he   
birthday, April 24, 2009. Maternal 
grandparents are Bob and Phyllis Alex-
ander of Fostoria, OH and paternal 
grandparents are Larry and Johanna 
Bryant of Knoxville and Donnie and 
Patricia Culpepper of Dallas, TX. 

http://www.sos.ky.gov/land


15, 1955. She also leaves 
her mother, Mary 
"Virginia" Millikin of 
North Jackson; six chil-
dren, Debra Lindenmuth 
of Austintown, John B 
Cheeks of Niles, 
Bridgette (John) Hall of 
Girard, Mark Cheeks 
and Katrina Armeni, 

both of Mineral Ridge, and Eric Cheeks 
of Austintown; a brother, John "Jack" 
Shobel II of Cortland; two half-sisters, 
Jeannie Neff and Corrine Weaver; four 
half-brothers, Richard Shobel, Thomas 
Shobel, Don Shobel and Todd Shobel; 14 
grandchildren, John Brian Jr., Shana 
Marie, Joshua, Jessica Rae, Tiffany, 
Justin Lee, Jessica Ann, Jason Paul, 
Megan, Robbie, Ashley Dawn, Tara Ann, 
Quentin and Jordan; and seven great-
grandchildren, Sadie, Jonathon, Brian 
William, Zoe, Aiden, Nathan and Jayce. 
She was preceded in death by her father 
and infant daughter, Sherry Kim 
Cheeks. 
Funeral services will be held 1 p.m. 
Thursday at the Lane Funeral Home 
Mineral Ridge Chapel. 
Friends may call at the funeral home 
from 5 to 7 p.m. today and noon to 1 p.m. 
Thursday prior to the services. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 
Tuesday, April 14, 2009 
(Tribune Chronicle) 
AUSTINTOWN  
Debra Lynn Lindenmuth, 53, of Austin-
town died Friday evening, April 10, 
2009, at her residence. She was born 
Nov. 8, 1955, in Warren, a daughter of 
John and Eleanor Shobel Cheeks, and 
she resided in this area all of her life. 
She was a 1973 graduate of Mineral 
Ridge High School. She worked as a 
clerk/transcriber for the Witten 
DeMatteis Law Firm in Niles. She also 
worked as a caterer and bartender at the 
Youngstown Air Reserve Station in Vi-

Thursday, December 11, 2008 (San 
Francisco Chronicle) 
HANDLEY, Helen Mayhew 
Helen Mayhew Handley June 6, 1917 
- December 6, 2008 Helen Mayhew 
Handley, 91, of Berkeley, died peace-
fully on December 6, 2008. A fourth-
generation Californian, she was born 
in Madera CA June 6, 1917 to the late 
Thomas Clay Mayhew and Hazel Hel-
en Hyde. She moved to Berkeley with 
her family at age 10 and attended 
University High School in Oakland 
and the University of California in 
Berkeley, graduating in 1938 with a 
BA degree in French. 
She worked as a bilingual secretary 
for the San Francisco conference in 
1945 that led to the signing of the 
United Nations Charter. Later, she 
was the author of six books of genea-
logical research. She was a loving and 
cherished wife, mother and grand-
mother. She is survived by Ray Hand-
ley, her husband of 49 years; her son, 
Tom Flegal of Oakland; her daughter 
Katherine Flegal and son-in-law John 
Spitzer of Berkeley; and three grand-
children, Leyla, Ira and Elena 
Spitzer. Services to be held Monday, 
December 15, 2008 at Tremont Ceme-
tery, 8290 Tremont Road, Dixon CA 
at 11 AM. 
Copyright 2008 SF Chronicle 

Submitted by Greg Hatcher 
Wednesday, April 8, 2009 (Tribune 
Chronicle) 
MINERAL RIDGE  
CHEEKS, Eleanor Shobel 

1939-2009 
Eleanor was born Aug. 28, 1939, 
in Niles, the daughter of John and 
Mary "Virginia" Ford Shobel. 
She worked a number of years ago 
at Glenview Manor in Mineral 
Ridge. 
Eleanor is survived by her husband, 
John Cheeks, whom she married Oct. 

enna, and she was a 
longtime sales associ-
ate for Dillard's de-
partment store in the 
Eastwood Mall. She 
was very active in the 
Mineral Ridge Schools 
Boosters, where she 
coached softball, 
worked concessions, 

and she helped to organize the Mineral 
Ridge Make A Difference Day. She also 
was active with the Girl Scouts, serving 
as a past troop leader. Her greatest joy 
was spending time with her family and 
especially her grandchildren. Debra was 
a kind and loving lady, and she will be 
sadly missed by all those who knew and 
loved her. She is survived by her father, 
John Cheeks of Mineral Ridge; her fi-
ance, Michael Andersen, with whom she 
made her home; three children, Joshua 
B. (Jody Bakos) Lindenmuth of Girard, 
Tiffany N. (Deon Sheffield) Lindenmuth 
of Ambridge, Pa., and Tara A. Lin-
denmuth of Austintown; special surro-
gate daughter Alisha Yanniello of Hub-
bard; three brothers, John B. Cheeks of 
Niles, Mark Cheeks of Mineral Ridge and 
Eric Cheeks of Austintown; two sisters; 
Bridgette (John) Hall of Girard and 
Katrina Armeni of Mineral Ridge; a 
grandmother, Mary "Virginia" Millikin of 
North Jackson; and six grandchildren, 
Sadie, Johnathon, Zoe, Aiden, Nathan 
and Jayce. 
She was preceded in death by her moth-
er, Eleanor, who died April 6, 2009, and a 
sister, Sherry Kim Cheeks. 
Funeral services will be held at 1 p.m. 
Thursday at the Lane Funeral Home 
Mineral Ridge Chapel, where friends 
may call from 5 to 8 p.m. Wednesday and 
noon to 1 p.m. Thursday at the funeral 
home. 
In lieu of flowers the family suggests 
memorial contributions be made to the 
funeral home in Debra's memory. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 

OBITUARIES 
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A great big warm 
welcome goes out 
to new members 
Lynn Watson of 

Norfleet, VA, to Winstead Thomas (Tom) 
Buckner of Lexington, KY, to Christine 
B. Clay of Lithia Springs, GA, to Joan 
Kavanaugh Leseur of Lexington, Ky, to 
Rebekah Adams Chambless of Fairhope, 

QUERY 
Eleanor Griffies would like to contact 
anyone researching Percival Clay, 
thought to be the father of her ancestor 
David Clay, a revolutionary soldier from 
North Carolina.  Contact  

egriffies@aol.com 

Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1330 Laurel Dr. 
Fostoria, OH 44830-1333 
E-mail: PAlex320@aol.com 
Telephone: 419-435-4781 
 
We e  he eb a : 
 
http://www.clayfamilysociety.com/ 

AL and to Dr. Gerald Clay of Bluefield, 
WV. Welcome back Charles and Shirley 
Herrick of Mason, MI. 

javascript:PopupPic('Photo=520376_1.jpg')
javascript:PopupPic('Photo=520604_1.jpg')
mailto:egriffies@aol.com
http://www.clayfamilysociety.com/

