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In this column, my communication as the 
newly elected president of the Clay Family 
Society, I want to look both back and ahead. 
Two months past our great Gathering in 
Lexington, I guess I am over my surprise at 
being approached about filling the office, 
and am beginning to think through how we 
can best “pace” ourselves first as an or-
ganization so that we continue to grow 
steadily in numbers and purpose. I have 
none of the professional genealogical cre-
dentials others in the Society possess, and 
whose expertise and willingness to share 
has set us high standards over the nine 
years of the Society’s existence. Some of 
these have died, and we honor their memory 
in our hearts and in the recently published 
Membership Directory. 
Our thanks for a job well done goes to past 

president Linda Pittano. In the four years 
she wore the hat as “chair” under our pre-
vious system, she also willingly put on sev-
eral others, and was instrumental from the 
very beginning in moving the Society for-
ward. We also express our appreciation for 
the work of others on the Board who rotated 
off in June – Louise Copenhaver as Meet-
ings Director (superb job in organizing the 
Lexington Gathering!), and Charles Knigh-
ton as a Director (and who continues as our 
point person on restoration of Clay ceme-
tery sites). 
See the list elsewhere in this “Pieces of 

Clay” of the current officers who were ei-
ther elected at our last Gathering or who 
continue to serve another two years from 
their election in 2008. Note especially the 
far-flung places they live, echoing our 
widely dispersed membership as a whole. 
This is one of our strengths – that though 
what we have in common is a deep interest 
in our Clay ancestry, we come at that inter-
est from many places geographically, and 
with a variety of ways of pursuing it. Some, 
as I have noted, are professional genealo-
gists and historians, whose thirst is never 
quenched until they have tracked down 
every elusive intermarriage. Others are 
more casual, mainly interested in tracing 
their own line, and then sitting back in fas-
cination to see what old stories and new 
connections turn up in the wider family nar-
rative. 

As we move forward, I would like us to be 
sensitive to our diversity as well as our 
commonality. Like any organization, we will 
vary in the degree of participation. Some 
among us would not think of missing our 
biennial Gathering, no matter how far away 
it is. Others for various reasons are not able 
to make these meetings, but continue to pay 
their dues and keep up their membership. 
We all need to encourage others within our 
immediate families to join the Society – es-
pecially the younger generations. 
Among the great things that happened at 

Lexington, nothing was more refreshing 
than the lively participation of Louise Co-
penhaver’s 10-year-old granddaughter Si-
erra. Try to find a way to add your special 
talent to the building up of the Society. 
Reach out now to those near or distant 
cousins, letting them know that still more 
Clays than they realize are out there some-
where! That is the fun and fascination of 
what we’re all about. 
This is plenty for now. I’ll have more mus-

ings about our future in newsletters yet to 
come (hopefully quarterly).  Meanwhile, 
please share your thoughts with me and 
your other officers by letter, email or phone. 
My phone number in the Directory is off by 

a number; the area code is not 527, but 517
- 628-3084. 
Charles Herrick, Chair 

First Thoughts from New Chair 
September, 2010 Published by Clay Family Society 

Births 

Skylar White, grandson of 
Patricia Hasson, and great 
nephew of Marcia Hovenden, 
was born August 18, 2010 
weighing in at 7 ¼ lbs and 19 
¾ inches long. His parents are 
Skip and Tiffany White and he 
is joined at home by Scarlett, 
two, and 14 year old Tanner.    

Christian Thomas Pittano, 
grandson of Jack and Linda 
Pittano, came into this world 
June 21, 2010 weighing in at 7 
lbs, 8 ounce and 19 inches tall. 
Waiting for him at home in 
King George, VA are his par-
ents Jeff and Carrie Pittano, 
and big brother Nathanael. 

Charles Herrick, Chair 

Corrections to Directory 

Charles Herrick phone:  
(517) 628-3084.  
 
“Linda” Norfleet should be 
Lynn Norfleet 



that the woman retained an ante-
bellum southern cadence and was 
clearly Americo, a term applied to 
the descendants of the original freed 
slaves. One resident was William 
Coleman, Liberia’s 13th president, 
whose family was from Kentucky. 
The Americos were zealous Chris-
tian missionaries , and established 
plantations with ante-bellum style 
homes. The Americos dominated the 
country until the early 1980’s when 
Samuel  Doe, a native Liberian, 
gained control. The conflicts be-
tween the native Liberians and the 
Americo descendants have led to 30 
years of conflict that is only now 
being resolved. 

I found this an interesting article 
as the Clay Family Society Board 
toured the Brutus Clay Estate  in 
Bourbon County , Kentucky  last 
summer and  learned that a former 
slave woman taught school on the 
estate and later moved to Liberia.  

Submitted by Connie Collins 

An article in The Washington 
Post Travel Section, dated July 19, 
2009, entitled “Freewheelin’ Libe-
ria” was written by William Pow-
ers, a former Peace Corps Volun-
teer, after returning to Liberia for 
a visit. During the visit, Powers 
drove to the sleepy town of Clay-
Ashland, 10 miles outside the capi-
tal of Monrovia. He mentions that 
the town is named after Henry 
Clay, the Statesman, who favored 
a gradual approach to the abolition 
of slavery, and his home Ashland.  
Henry Clay was an Officer in the 
American Colonization Society. 
The Society raised the cash to re-
settle slaves that had been freed on 
the condition that they leave the 
United States. In 1846 Clay-
Ashland was founded as part of a 
colony called Kentucky –in –Africa. 

Powers spoke to an older woman 
in Clay-Ashland, who pointed out 
plaques in town that celebrate fa-
mous former residents. He noted 

Under the new Incorporation Pro-
ceedings adopted at the Lexington 
business meeting, here are the of-
fices of the Society and those cur-
rently filling them. Notice the diver-
sity of the places from which our 
officers come. 
 
President: Charles Herrick,  Mason, 

Michigan 
Vice President:    Lindsey Apple,    

Georgetown, Kentucky 
Secretary:    Constance Collins,    

Arlington, Virginia 
Treasurer:    Patricia Hasson,    Lex-

ington, Kentucky 
Publications:    Phyllis Alexander,    

Ada, Ohio 
Meetings Director:    Patricia Dun-

ford,    Tucson, Arizona 
Director at Large A:    Julia Brock,    

Lexington, Kentucky 
Director at Large B:    Marcia 

Hovenden,    Locust Grove,  

 Virginia 
Directors of the Corporation: 
Linda Pittano,    Warren, Ohio 
Douglas Cline,    Draper, Utah 
Shirley Wilcox,    Arlington, Virginia 
 

Submitted by Charles Herrick 

Henry Clay and Liberia 

CFS New Officers 
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Pictured above l to r: row 1 Phyllis 
Alexander, Pat Dunford; row 2 Marcia 
Hovenden, Julia Brock, Linda Pittano; 
row 3 S.D. Cline, Lindsey Apple, 
Shirley Herrick, Constance Collins. Not 
Pictured Charles Herrick. 

Photo by Bob Alexander 

New Members 
We would like to welcome new 

members Mary Akers, Corydon, IA; 
Clay Barrickman, Roswell, GA; 
Charles Edward Clay, Jacksboro, TX; 
Harry Clay, Dewitt, VA; Marie Clay 
Matlock, Jacksboro, TX; Rita and 
Ernest Maxwell, Claremore, OK and 
Bruce and Noel Terrell, Cincinnati, 
OH. We’re glad to have you on board.  

Submitted by Constance Collins 

Honorary Member 

David Clay and wife Christine on the 
occasion of his 65th birthday March, 
2010 

Photo provided by David Clay 

For the past several years, David 
Clay has contributed to “Pieces of 
Clay” the results of his research and 
his best guesses as to the origin of 
that “elusive ancestor” of many of us 
– John Clay. David has traced his 
own Clay line back some 400 years 
and, having accomplished that, has 
turned his energies to helping us on 
this side of the Atlantic to pin down 
more detail on the one sometimes 
referred to as “John 1613” (or is it 
1612?). 

In appreciation for his ongoing ef-
forts David was unanimously voted 
an honorary Clay Family Society 
member at our recent Lexington 
Gathering. A hand lettered certificate 
so naming him was matted, framed, 
and delivered to Charles Knighton, 
who in turn will present it to David 
when they meet in England this fall. 

Submitted by Charles Herrick 
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Obituaries 

Former Well Known Resident of Lewis 
County, Mo., Died—Up in Milwaukee 
at Her Daughter’s—Buried Beside Her 
Husband   Canton, Mo., Nov. 24—Mrs. 
Barbara G. (Davidson) Clay died at the 
home of her daughter, Mrs. Ella Die-
mer, in Milwaukee, Wis., November 
19th at the advanced age of 84 years, 6 
months and 11 days. Deceased was 
born in Tennessee and came here in 
her younger days.  In 1840 she was 
married to Capt. L.B. Clay, who pre-
ceded her in death on Dec. 26, 1890. To 
this union were born ten children. Five 
are dead and five survive their mother. 
She was converted at the age of 17 and 
united with the Baptist church. In 
1863 she united with the Christian 
church at Sugar Creek, Lewis county, 
Mo., of which she remained a consis-
tent member until death. Her husband 
was also a member of the same church. 
Since the death of her husband Mrs. 
Clay made her home with her several 
children and on Sept. 24, 1908, went to 
her daughter’s in Milwaukee where she 
died. She expressed a desire to be bur-
ied by the side of her husband in the 
old church yard at Sugar Creek and 
her remains were shipped to Canton, 
and the funeral was held Sunday 
morning at Sugar Creek church. Rev. 
G.W. Buckner, pastor of the Christian 
church, officiating. Besides the above 
mentioned daughter she leaves a 
daughter, Mrs. Amanda Shanks, and 
three sons, one of which is O.C. Clay, 
the Canton attorney. 

Submitted by Charles Knighton 

Horace Clay, Oilman, Dies  

Wilcox Counsel Suffered Stroke in Church  
Horace B. Clay, 69, of 1266 Hazel blvd., 
general counsel of Wilcox Oil Co. since 
1922, died late Sunday in a Tulsa hospital. 
Mr. Clay was hospitalized Sunday after-
noon after suffering a stroke shortly before 
noon while attending Easter services at 
the First Christian church. A former state 
senator and district judge at Jefferson 
City, Mo., Mr. Clay came to Tulsa from 
there in 1922 to work for the Wilcox com-
pany as a general counsel. He also was a 
director of the company. Born in Canton, 
Mo., Mr. Clay received his law degree 
from the old Christian college, now Stock-
ton college, at Canton. He practiced law in 
Jefferson City before being elected district 
judge and later to the state senate. Mr. 
Clay’s wife, Pansy B. Clay, 66, died in 
1950. Before her death, she had been ac-
tive in civic organizations here and served 
as state treasurer for the PEO. Mr. Clay 
was an elder and was on the board of di-
rectors of the First Christian church. He 
was a member of Southern Hills Country 
club, the Tulsa Club and was a member of 
the American Bar Assn. Survivors include 
two daughters, Mrs. Hugh Blair Long, 
2530 S. Owasso ave., and Mrs. Jack Algeo, 
1213 E 31st st.; a sister, Mrs. Mary Clay 
Hulser, Loveland, Calif., and five grand-
children. Funeral arrangements are pend-
ing with the Mowbray-Manning funeral 
home. 

Submitted by Charles Knighton 

Mrs. Barbara G. Clay 

Chloe B. Williams  1941-2010 

July 16, 2010 

  WARREN - Chloe B. Williams of 
Warren entered peacefully into eter-
nal rest at 4:15 p.m. Tuesday, July 
13, 2010, after a courageous battle 
with pancreatic cancer. She was 
68.She was born on Dec. 14, 1941, 
the daughter of the late Clarence 
and Ruby Nichols Brant in Mecca 
and was a lifetime area resident. 
Chloe was a graduate of Maplewood 
High School and had been employed 
as an administrative assistant with 
attorney William Urban in Warren 
for 30 years until her retirement in 
2009. She was a member of Christ 
Episcopal Church in Warren, a life-
time member of the VFW Post 1090, 
Warren, 1998-1999 Ohio Women's 
Auxiliary president of the VFW, a 
member of several national VFW 
offices, member of the American Le-
gion Post 540, Cortland, Moose 
Lodge 688, and several area bocce 
leagues. On March 11, 1972, Chloe 
was united in marriage to Bernard J. 
Williams and they had shared 30 
years together until his passing on 
March 8, 2002. Her memories will be 
remembered and celebrated by her 
loving family, sons James F. Tur-
turice III of Cleveland, Thomas J. 
Turturice of Warren and Terry B. 
Turturice of Hochheim, Germany; a 
sister, Kay Riley of Citrus Heights, 
Calif.; and three grandchildren. She 
was preceded in death by her par-
ents; husband, Bernard; and a 
brother, Louis Brant. Private family 
funeral services will be Tuesday at 
the Christ Episcopal Church in War-
ren. The family will receive friends 

Gathering Statistics 

The CFS Gathering held in Lexington, KY 
June 23-25, 2010 was the seventh bien-
nial, and the second held in Lexington. 
Seventy members and guests attended. 
They came from Arizona, Florida, Georgia, 
Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Mis-
souri, New York, Ohio, Oklahoma, Vir-
ginia, West Virginia, Texas and Utah. The 
Bluegrass area of Kentucky was the home 
of three related Clay families who came 
from Virginia in the 1780’s: Dr. Henry 
Clay III, General Green Clay, and Henry 
Clay, the Statesman. Descendants of these 
families still live in the area, and White-
hall, the home of Green Clay and later his 
son Cassius Clay, and Ashland, the home 
of Henry Clay, the Statesman, are major 
tourist attractions. 

Submitted by Connie Collins 

from 1 to 3 p.m. Saturday at the Sta-
ton-Borowski Funeral Home in War-
ren. Officiating will be the Right 
Rev. Arthur B. Williams Jr. The fam-
ily requests that material contribu-
tions take the form of tributes to the 
Pancreatic Cancer Action Network, 
pancan.org, marked In Memory of 
Chloe B. Williams. Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the care of 
the Staton-Borowski Funeral Home, 
962 North Road N.E., Warren, Ohio 
44483, 330-394-6200. Chloe was a 
member of  the Clay Family Society. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 
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Ruth O. Boynton 
Ruth (Offord) 
Boynton, 87, of 
Farmington, 
widow of Charles 
W. Boynton, died 
Monday (August 
9, 2010) at home, 
surrounded by 
her family. Born 
in Columbus, 

OH, January 17, 1923, to Elsie (Stein) 
and Grayson Offord, she grew up in 
Columbus. She attended Ohio State 
University. During World War II, Ruth 
worked at the U.S. Army depot in Co-
lumbus, where she met Charlie, "the 
handsome new lieutenant." They mar-
ried in May 1944 and eventually set-
tled in Wethersfield, where they lived 
for 35 years. While raising their chil-
dren, Ruth worked part-time with a 
Wethersfield antiques expert, then 
with a West Hartford interior designer. 
She also volunteered in historic build-
ing preservation in Old Wethersfield, 
particularly on the Solomon Welles 
House. Always a gardener, she loved 
her irises — which live on in her 
daughters' gardens. Upon retirement, 
Ruth and Charlie moved to Bayonet 
Point, FL, where they enjoyed activi-
ties with their many friends and visits 
from their children and grandchildren. 
In the summer they lived in the Cats-
kills village of Stamford, NY. Avid golf-
ers, they played at the Wethersfield 
Country Club, the Stamford (NY) Golf 
Club, and the Beacon Woods Golf Club. 
Following Charlie's passing, in 2004 
Ruth returned to Connecticut to be 
closer to her family; she enjoyed life 
and her many friends at Chatfield in 
West Hartford. In recent months she 
lived at her daughter Deborah's home. 
Ruth's survivors include her sister and 
brother-in-law, Elsie and Don Von 
Steen of Sarasota, FL; three daughters: 
Nancy D. Boynton and Robert J. Lange 
of Simsbury, Deborah E. Boynton and 
John R. Stephenson of Farmington, 
and Patricia B. and Gary D. Meunier of 
Madison; a son, Daniel W. and Vanessa 
Boynton of Pinconning, MI; three 
grandchildren: Bethany W. Boynton of 
Burton, MI, Amanda A. (Boynton) and 
Jeremy Smith of Lehigh Acres, FL, and 
Colin B. Meunier of Newington; five 
great-grandchildren: Parker, Haylee, 
Grayson, Emily, and Benjamin; and 
many nieces and nephews. There are 
no calling hours; the family will hold a 

Ancestral Chart  
Samuel Clay 

+Ann (Nancy) Winn 

└ George Clay 

  +Almira Bainbridge 

  └ Captain Littleberry Bedford Clay, b. 21 Oct 1820, d. 26 Dec 1890 

    +Barbara Davidson, b. circa May 1824, m. circa 1840, d. 19 Nov 1908 Wisconsin 

    └ Oliver Carroll Clay, b. circa 1845, d. 5 Jul 1929 Missouri 

      +Charlotte Biggs, b. 2 May 1858 Missouri, m. 25 Jun 1877 

      └ Horace Biggs Clay, b. 28 Dec 1882 Missouri, d. 5 Apr 1953 Oklahoma 

        +Pansy B Condit, b. 23 Aug 1883 Missouri, m. 3 Jun 1908, d. 23 Jan  1950            
  Oklahoma 

        └ Phyllis Margaret Clay, b. 17 Jul 1909 Maryland, d. 3 Jun 2006 Illinois 

          +Hugh-Blair Grigsby Long, b. 27 Sep 1910 Virginia, m. 28 Dec 1949  
    Oklahoma, d. 2 Jan 2002 Illinois 

          └ Philip C Long 

Submitted by Charles Knighton  
See Phil’s retirement story,  page 5 

Mary Smith Clay 

Mary S. Clay, wife of Harry L. Clay, Jr. 
entered eternal rest surrounded by her 
family on September 15, 2007 at her 
home in DeWitt, Virginia. Mrs. Clay was 
the daughter of the late Emmitt T. and 
Blanche V. Smith of Charlotte Court 
House, Virginia. She is also survived by 
four children, Rosemary Spain and hus-
band Bobby, H.L. Clay III and wife Kim, 
Susan Wingler and Thomas Clay and 
wife Lynn; eleven grandchildren; two 
great-grandchildren; six brothers and 
sisters, Bruce Smith of Atlanta, Georgia, 
Bernard Smith of Randolph, Virginia, 
Bernice Walker of Pennsylvania and Em-

mitt Smith, Jr. of Richmond, Virginia 
and numerous nieces and nephews.  A 
funeral service will be held at 2:00 p.m. 
on Wednesday, September 19, 2007 in 
Grace Baptist Church, 23815 River 
Road, Petersburg. Interment Trinity 
United Methodist Church Cemetery, 
Church Road, Virginia. The family will 
receive friends from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. 
Tuesday evening at the Petersburg 
Chapel of E. Alvin Small Funeral 
Homes & Crematory, 3935 S. Crater 
Road. In Lieu of flowers, contributions 
may be made to any branch of the 
Bank of Southside Virginia c/o Mary 
Clay Memorial Fund, Duke Brain Tu-
mor Clinic. Condolences may be regis-
tered at www.calvinsmall.com. Mary S. 
Clay was a member of  the Clay Family 
Society. 

Received from Harry L. Clay, Jr. from E. 
Alvin Small Funeral Home for publication 

James Stein 
James Stein, born November 24, 1924, 
died February 29th, 2008 in Columbus, 
OH after an extended illness. He had 
resided in Manchester, NJ. Memorial 
services will be held at his church, 
Pineland Reformed Church in Toms 
River, NJ, on March 14, 2008. Inter-
ment will be at United Methodist 
Church in Westfield, NJ the next day, 
followed by a small reception.  

He was related to CFS members 
Marcia Hovenden and Patricia Hasson 

 Submitted by Marcia Hovenden 

memorial celebration at a later time. In 
lieu of flowers, memorial donations may 
be sent to the Farmington Valley Visiting 
Nurse Association hospice program, 8 Old 
Mill Lane, Simsbury, CT 06070 
(www.farmingtonvalleyvna.org).  

Ruth is the aunt of CFS members Marcia 
Hovenden and Pat Hasson 

Submitted by Marcia Hovenden 



At a remote spot at the side of 
a river near a small village called 
Fishtoft in the county of Lincoln-
shire, England, is a monument 
with an inscribed plaque which 
refers to an incident which hap-
pened in the year 1607. A group of 
religious dissenters tried to make 
their escape from England. (They 
were later to be called “The Pil-
grim Fathers”) 

They had made their way 
down country from Scrooby in 
Nottinghamshire (some 70 miles) 
in separate groups travelling by 
night to avoid detection. They 
were to rendezvous with a Dutch 
ship coming out of Boston Har-
bour. However, their plan was 
discovered through someone on 
the ship informing the authorities 
and they were arrested at Fish-
toft, put into Boston jail for four 
weeks and eventually sent back to 

their home parish. It was another 
thirteen years before “The Pilgrim 
Fathers” got permission to leave. 
The wording on the plaque is 
slightly wrong as although they 
managed to board the ship, they 
were stopped from sailing. 

Even today the village of Fish-
toft is very small with some re-
mote farms. These religious dis-
senters  no doubt had some help 
from the local people who were 
sympathetic to their cause. At the 
time of the event in 1607, well 
established families with the sur-
name of Clay were living at Fish-
toft and had been there for at 
least a century. There were also 
Clays at the same time at Boston 
which was two miles upriver. Ac-
cording to the telephone directory, 
there are several Clay families 
there today. 

Submitted by David Clay, 
Mansfield, Notts, UK 

 Long Retires from Taft Museum of Art Museum 

Pilgrim Fathers Attempted Sailing at Fishtoft 

house, as well as the first expan-
sion of the Museum. All total, the 
$22.6 million project approximately 
doubled the size of the Museum’s 
entire operation. “In my mind, 
Phillip’s legacy will always be the 
renovation and expansion project 
that resulted in the new Taft Mu-
seum of Art,” said Curator of Edu-
cation Abby Schwartz. “He gar-
nered community support, chal-
lenged his staff, and brought on 
board an outstand team of consult-
ants to bring a dream to reality.”  

Mr. Long has been involved 
with various Cincinnati arts or-
ganizations for more than 30 years, 
spending time on the boards of the 
Contemporary Arts Center, Cincin-
nati Symphony Orchestra, the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati, the Cincin-
nati Music Hall Association, Cin-
cinnati Nature Center, and Cincin-
nati Country Day School. He cur-

rently continues to serve on a number 
of not-for-profit boards, including Cin-
cinnati Arts Association, President of 
the Convalescent Hospital for Chil-
dren, and Spring Grove Cemetery and 
Arboretum. After his retirement, he 
will continue to work as a member of 
the Board of Overseers at the Taft. 
The Museum is in the process of orga-
nizing a search committee to fill the 
directorship. Mr. Long will remain on 
staff until a replacement is hired. 

 
Submitted by Charles Knighton, taken from 
Taft Museum of Art: Museum News 

Cincinnati (April 20, 2006)— 
Plans are underway for a May 11 
benefit honoring Taft Museum of Art 
Museum Director [and Clay Family 
Society member] Phillip Long and his 
wife Whitney Rowe Long. Mr. Long 
announced his intention to retire in 
December, 2005, after 12 years over-
seeing the Museum. Attendees of this 
Black and White Ball are promised 
an elegant evening of dinner, danc-
ing, and a look back at a career that 
has had a great impact on Cincin-
nati’s arts community. The Michael 
Carney Orchestra of New York will 
provide music. La Petite Pierre will 
cater the event. Camargo Rentals 
will supply the event equipment.  

Under Mr. Long’s direction, the 
Taft’s attendance has grown to more 
than 60,000 visitors annually. He 
facilitated the creation of a long-
range strategic plan, which led to a 
major renovation of the historic 

PAGE 5 P IECES OF CLAY VOLUME VI I I  ISSUE 3 

Funeral Notice 
The Funeral of CAPT. L.B. CLAY will 
take place at the residence at half past 
Ten O’clock, A.M. Sunday, Dec. 28, 
1890. Burial Services at the Christian 
Church, Benjamin, at 11 o’clock. 

Submitted by Charles Knighton 
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CLAY FAMILY SOCIETY 

Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1566 County Road 50 
Ada, OH 45810 
E-mail: PAlex320@aol.com 
Telephone: 419-634-0081 

We’re on the web: 
CFS website: 
www. clayfamilysociety.com 

Gathering Info 

“Connection Between Jefferson Davis 
and Henry Clay” was the topic Marcia 
Hovenden used  to let us know Jefferson 
Davis and Henry Clay, Jr. were class-
mates at Transylvania College in Lexing-
ton, and fellow cadets at West Point. They 
were both in the Mexican War where 
Henry Clay, Jr. died in the Battle of 
Buena Vista. Jefferson Davis and Henry 
Clay were politically opposed when they 
served together in the US Senate, but had 
a close personal bond through Henry Clay, 
Jr. Six of Henry Clay’s grandsons fought 
with Jefferson Davis and the Confederacy.  

Sallie Clay Lanham, our second speaker 
and a descendant of Mary Barr Clay 
(1839-1924), daughter of Cassius Marcel-
lus Clay and Mary Jane Warfield Clay, 
told us how Mary Barr Clay became an 
advocate for women’s rights after her par-
ents divorced and her mother lost White-
hall, her home that she had managed for 
45 years. She was an early member of the 
National Women’s Suffrage Association, 
and was  elected President in 1883. She 
met Susan B. Anthony and invited her to 
speak in Richmond, Kentucky, and corre-
sponded with other leading suffragists in 
promoting the movement and working for 
women’s rights and suffrage throughout 
her life. Mrs. Lanham, who dressed in a 
hoop skirted dress of the period, also 
showed an amethyst necklace and earrings 
that were brought by Cassius Marcellus 
Clay from Russia where he had served as 
the United States Ambassador. (See pic-
ture above) Michelle Steele, a former 
Whitehall guide and Laura Clay re-
searcher, then spoke about Laura Clay 
(1849-1941), another daughter of Cassius 
and Mary Jane Warfield Clay, and sister 
of Mary Barr Clay. Laura was brought 
into the women’s suffrage movement by 
her sister Mary Barr Clay. Laura was well 
educated and an activist. Both women 
were affected by their parents’ divorce that 
left their mother homeless, and worked to 
establish women’s legal rights to property. 
Laura was able to get Kentucky legislation 
enacted that  provided equal rights to 
women plus other social legislation that 
improved the lives of women and children. 
Laura was a leading voice in the Southern 
National Women's Suffrage Association. In 

Sallie Clay Lanham Amethyst Jewelry Charles Clay (r) with 
George McGee as Henry 
Clay (l) 1920 she was the first woman to receive a 

presidential nomination at the Democratic 
National Convention as recognition of her 
years of service in politics. She remained 
active until her death at 92 in Lexington.  

Friday afternoon was spent touring 
Whitehall, the home of Cassius Marcellus 
Clay in nearby Madison County.  

On Saturday morning Ashland, the home 
of Henry Clay, the Statesman and his family, 
in Lexington. The house contains antique 
family furnishings and memorabilia. 
Wreaths were then laid at the graves of 
Henry Clay, Mary Barr Clay and Laura Clay 
in the Lexington Cemetery.  

A visit to Bourbon County to visit Clay 
Station, the home of Dr. Henry Clay III and 
his wife, Rachel Povall Clay, and the Clay 
Bedford Cemetery. Dr. Henry built the stone 
house also known as the Clay Fort in 1787 to 
protect his family against Indian attacks. 
The Clay Fort is now on the Historic Register 
of Buildings. (See Volume VI Issue II page 2, 
March, 2008 issue for picture) A memorial 
wreath was placed at Dr. Henry’s grave by 
his descendants.  

A social gathering was held Saturday 
evening at the hotel.  Entertainment was 
provided by Professor George McGee of 
Georgetown College who performed as Henry 
Clay, with enthusiastic assistance from the 
audience.  

Country and western singer Billy Payne, a 
Clay descendant, entertained with music, 
which had many members dancing. 

(Note from Editor: Look for pictures of 
Saturday evening next edition of  Pieces of 
Clay).  

Submitted by Connie Collins 

The 1900 census is unique in that it cap-
tures details about the month and year of 
birth for each individual. It also records the 
number of children each woman had birthed 
and the number of her children still living.  
For the first time census takers asked for 
immigration year and naturalization infor-
mation.  Other new details included whether 
a person could speak English, street name, 

1900 Census Info 

house number and ownership. Take time 
to read each line of the schedule and you 
may find some information that will lead 
you to other promising records. Street 
name and house number provide a precise 
location which can be helpful in finding 
property records, schools or places of  wor-
ship.  

Relationship information was much 
more concise than previous censuses. 
Month and year of birth are provided 
along with the age at the last birthday. 
Marital status is listed along with the 
number of years married. This can help 
you narrow the year of marriage and the 
possible location. Women responded to the 
number of children they had and the num-
ber still living in 1900. This can help ver-
ify family relationships. The birthplace of 
each individual and their parents is also 
listed which can provide clues to national-
ity. They were also asked for the state, 
territory or foreign country. Na in the 
naturalization column denotes a foreign 
born person who was naturalized. A Pa 
indicates final naturalization paperwork 
was in process. Non-citizens were noted 
with an A for Alien. Often this column was 
left blank by enumerators. The occupation 
column describes employment for each 
person age 10 or older and tells how many 
months in the past year the person was 
employed. The citizenship columns provide 
excellent information for tracing immi-
grant ancestors. Year of immigration to 
the US is listed for all foreign-born indi-
viduals. Number of years in the US should 
match the year of immigration.  Education 
details include how many months in the 
past year a person attended school, and 
whether he could read, write and speak 
English. Literacy is an indicator of the 
household's finances. The schedule also 
provided whether the property was a home 
or farm. A separate form was completed 
for farms. The number should be listed in 
the last column. Home ownership columns 
note whether the property was owned or 
rented. If your kin reported owning prop-
erty you'll find if they had a mortgage. 

Submitted by Linda Pittano 
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