
Pieces of Clay 
The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and foster understanding of the genealogy and 

history of ALL branches of the Clay Family  

movements coalesced 
with personal decisions 
at a given time that 
caused our forebears to 
get up and go somewhere 
else? What did they do 
when they got there? 

And again the larger 
picture: what impact did 
individual Clays have on 
the gradual unfolding of 
our national narrative? 
The existence of a Clay 
County in no fewer than 
18 of our fifty states 
gives some hint of that 
influence. Plan now to be 
present in the heartland 
of western Missouri as 
we gather to appreciate 
the “pieces” of Clay sto-
ries and place them in the 
widest context of our past 
and present history. 

Please accept my per-
sonal best wishes as we 
enter into this Christmas 
season and the year 
ahead. See you in June! 

Charlie Herrick 
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President 

As a history minor in col-
lege, and as one who gravi-
tates to history and biogra-
phy as my main non-fiction 
reading, I am always looking 
for the “big picture” of un-
folding events. I remember 
that fascination first taking 
hold my freshman year as I 
quickly re-read whole chap-
ters of my world history text 
in preparation for the final 
exam, and the broad sweep 
rather than the details were 
laid out before me. A year or 
so later a friend gave me 
valuable advice in preparing 
for a history essay question 
that may ask something so 
open-ended as “Analyze the 
Elizabethan Age.” His sug-
gestion was to outline the 
answer with attention to six 
dynamics of a period: social, 
economic, political, intellec-
tual, religious, and military. 
I formed the first letter of 
each of these into an easy to 
remember anagram – 
RISEPM (maybe with a sub-
conscious nod to being able 
to sleep past noon once final 
exams were over). 

At the same time I look for 
the broad view, I also love 
the unfolding details of his-
tory without which the 
“final” picture simply would 
not be. Along these lines I 
collect and sell (at an an-
tique shop and on eBay) is-
sues of LIFE magazine, pub-

lished as a weekly from 
late 1936 through 1972. In 
those pages of words and 
photos current events be-
come history week by 
week. Especially fascinat-
ing is the period leading 
up to the US entry into 
World War II, in which 
the increasingly dire situa-
tion in Europe and Asia 
coincided with a great de-
bate in our country over 
whether and to what extent 
we should get involved. 
The harsh suddenness of 
Pearl Harbor settled that. 

Both breadth and detail 
come together, I feel, in an 
organization such as ours. 
Each of us is naturally and 
initially attracted to the 
tendrils of our immediate 
family’s story, which in-
volves, of course, far more 
branches than the Clays. 
But the Clay connection is 
what we celebrate in com-
mon, and is why we are 
drawn to our biennial 
“Gatherings.” As we note 
in each recent edition of  
“Pieces of Clay” it is this 
wider sweep of Clays in 
the context of westward 
expansion that highlights 
our meeting next June. 
Where do we Clay descen-
dants live, and what went 
into us being “here” rather 
than someplace else? 
What dominant social 
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REMINDER! 
Breakfast with 

Charles 
Bring your stories to 
share with everyone on 
Sunday morning with 
Master of Ceremonies, 
Charles Knighton!  
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From the new Family Search website, Kentucky, Pro-
bate Records, 1792-1977 comes a fascinating look into 
the newly digitized court records. It is a bit hard to 
wade through (actually, much like a visit to the court-
house, without the nice clerk to help you figure it out) 
but the results are well worth it. Not all counties have 
early records microfilmed and digitized yet, but here is 
one example from Bourbon County. I have bolded the 
indexes and records I used. 

Browsing to Bourbon County,  (from 
https://www.familysearch.org/  scroll down to “All Re-
cord Collections”, click on “Canada, USA and Mexico”, 
then, “United States” and scroll down and click on  
Kentucky Probate Records, then click on ‘Browse” and 
then click on “Bourbon County.   

The volume list although out of order, appears to be 
complete. I added more detail than is on the website: 
Index, 1729, Vol. 1 (Alphabetical Index of Names, 

followed by estate number) 
Will records index, 1729, Vol. 2 (Estates 1-2194; Wills 

Vol A-O) (should be 1786-1852) 
Will records index, 1729-1730, Vol. 4 (Estates 5000-

8400; Wills Vol U-W)  (aft 1853) 
Will records index, 1729-1730, Vol. 5 (Estates 8401-

10149; Wills Vol W- X) (aft 1853) 

Will records index, 1851, Vol. 3 (Estates 2200-5000; Wills 
O-U) (should be 1851- aft 1853) 

Will records, 1786-1798, Vol. A 
Will records, 1795-1805, Vol. B 
Will records, 1814-1816, Vol. E 
Will records, 1816-1821, Vol. F 
Will records, 1821-1827, Vol. G 
Will records, 1827-1831, Vol. H 
Will records, 1857-1864, Vol. Q 
Will records, 1864-1871, Vol. R 
Will records, Index, 1805-1809, Vol. C 
Will records, Index, 1809-1814, Vol. D 
Will records, Index, 1831-1835, Vol. J 
Will records, Index, 1835-1838, Vol. K 
Will records, Index, 1838-1841, Vol. L 
Will records, Index, 1841-1847, Vol. M 
Will records, Index, 1847-1850, Vol. N 
Will records, Index, 1850-1853, Vol. O 
Will records, Index, 1853-1857, Vol. P 

(Vol. I appears to be missing) 
From the first Volume, the alphabetical Index, we can go to 
the “Clays” and look for Samuel. The index includes the 
numbers for the various estates activities. We find several 
Samuels, so choosing the first, we find Samuel with Estate 
Number 350: 
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Finding Digital Records in FamilySearch.org 

Then, looking for the correct Will Records Index for Number 350, we see it is in 
Volume 2,  and going to that Volume, “paging through”, we find this: 

This has the court related issues surrounding his estate. But, let’s say we want to look at his will. It is listed on the sec-
ond column as “Wills D. Will 89, invy 135.”  Paging through Will Book D, we find Will 89, and his Inventory 135. 

Now, this is not quite as easy as the lovely digitized images, carefully indexed, but it’s better than a plane ticket to Lex-
ington.    Look for  more on this and other things from “the digital age in genealogy” at the 2012 Gathering. 
 Pat Dunford 



The following is a list of males with the name of John Clay (and variants) who were born in England between the 
years 1560 and 1600. There may be others but here are details of 58 John Clays, one of whom could be the elusive 
candidate who arrived in Virginia in 1612. The places of baptisms are given and the majority of their fathers. 

My own theory about the origin of John Clay leans towards the John Clays who lived near the seaports, espe-
cially London which is where the journeys to Virginia began. Also of interest are the John Clays in the late 1500’s 
at Alverstoke on the south coast of England in the county of Hampshire; the port of Gosport is in this parish and is 
at the entrance of Portsmouth Harbour, the world’s oldest dry dock. Nelson’s flagship “HMS Victory” is there as is 
King Henry’s ship “Mary Rose”. I have mentioned before the entry (with no name) in Alverstoke parish register 
burials which states—“One that came from Virginia buried Jan. 9th 1611/12”. 

The Clays that lived at Alverstoke and London had direct access to the ships on their doorstep. Some John Clays 
lived near the coast in Kent. The reason I suspect the ones near the shipping ports is the fact that people in those 
days living inland were rarely allowed to venture outside their parish. 

As the interest in family history continues to grow, hopefully one day someone with the surname of Clay in Eng-
land will match the DNA results in America. 

 David Clay, Mansfield, UK 
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John Clay Baptisms, England, 1560-1600 

Year Town County Father 
1560 Elland Yorkshire William Clay 
1560 Hertford Hertfordshire 
1561 London (buried 1563) John Clay 
1561 Gr. Wymondley Hertford Thomas Clay 
1562 Wingerworth Derbyshire John Clay 
1562 Skirbeck Lincolnshire 
1565 Edenham Lincolnshire 
1567 Elland Yorkshire John Clay 
1567 Lichfield Staffordshire Richard Clay 
1568 Mucklestone Stafford John Clay 
1570 Stambourne Essex John Clay 
1571 Dover Kent 
1573 Chesterfield Derbyshire John Clay 
1573 London (buried 1573) 
1573 Bletchingley Surrey William Clay 
1573 Elland Yorkshire Thomas Clay 
1574 Elland Yorkshire Richard Clay 
1578 Drayton Somerset John Clay 
1579 Gainsborough Lincolnshire William Clay 
1579 Elland Yorkshire Caroli Clay 
1579 Halifax Yorkshire John Clay 
1578 Alverstoke Hampshire John Clay 
  (buried 1580) 
1579 Woodbridge Suffolk Robert Clay 
1580 Lichfield Staffordshire Robert Clay 
1580  Alverstoke Hampshire John Clay 
1581 Elland Yorkshire  Thomas Clay 
  (buried 1582) 

Year Town County Father 
 
1583 Elland Yorkshire Thomas Clay 
1584 Little Stukeley Huntington Legerd Clay 
1585 North Elmham Norfolk Thomas Clay 
1585 Skirbeck Lincolnshire Thomas Clay 
1586 Eiland Yorkshire John Clay 
1586 Margate Kent John Clay 
1586 Lichfield Staffordshire William Clay 
1586 Northingfield Derbyshire John Clay 
1587Sudbury Suffolk Henry Clay 
1588 Epping Essex William Clay 
1589 Leake Lincolnshire 
1589 Ranby Lincolnshire 
1591 Leake Lincolnshire 
1592 Stanford Rivers Essex Robert Clay 
1593 Hertford Hertfordshire Thomas Clay 
1594 Hertford Hertfordshire Christopher Clay 
1595 Ashton under Lyne  Lancashire Mathew Clay 
1595 Skirbeck Lincolnshire Robert Clay 
1595 Mucklestone Staffordshire John Clay 
1596 Skirbeck Lincolnshire Robert Clay 
1596 Northwingfield Derbyshire William Clay 
1597 Canterbury Kent John Clay 
1597 St. Vedast London Daniel Clay 
1598 Oldham Lancashire 
1598 Northwingfield Derbyshire  John Clay 
1599 Halton Holegate Lancashire William Clay 

ALSO 
John Clay has a son Charles baptized 1581 in St. Dunston in London county. Then they disappear. (possibly born 
1560) 
John Clay having children 1603-1609 in St. Vedast in London county disappeared after 1609. (This John was possi-
bly born 1580) 
 
See map next page for county locations. 

WELCOME to new members, Donna-Sue and Michael R. Howatson of North Bend,  
Washington. 



English Baptisms, cont. 
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Reflections on the Present Matriarch of the John Clay(e) Family 
Upon celebrating the 96th birthday of my 

cousin, Louise Root Godfrey, I realized that 
she may be the “senior” member of the known 
descendants of John Clay, 1613 immigrant. A 
truly remarkable woman, she embodies many 
of the characteristics we associate with Clays – 
frugal, feisty, and with a gift for oratory! 

At our meeting in Lexington in 2010, we 
were able to visit the “Dr. Henry and Rachel 
Povall Clay” farm and cemetery south of 
Paris, Kentucky. From this line came Eliza-
beth Clay who married John Bruce, from this 
family two Bruce daughters married Palmer 
brothers. Sophia, who married James, and 
Rebekah, who married Burton.  Rebekah and 
Burton, along with children, moved to Lincoln 
County, Missouri around 1830, where they 
lived out their days. Their son, John Henry 
was born in Garrard County, Kentucky, in 
1818, married Catherine Nowlin Graves in 
1841. While in Missouri they had six children, 
including a daughter Clarissa. 

With this family they traveled over the Ore-
gon Trail to Marion County, Oregon, in 1853. 

Clarissa Rebecca Palmer married Charles Pey-
ton Glover in 1865, and bore eleven children, 
the youngest being Mabel, born 1884, died 
1972. Clarissa died in 1886, leaving this large 
family without a mother as their father Charles 
did not remarry.  

Mabel is known to the genealogy community 
as the author of the family history manuscript 
that followed the western Palmer family back 
east to Missouri, Kentucky, and Virginia. A 
genuine pioneer, Mabel attended Willamette 
University, the first university in the west, from 
which she received her masters degree in 1911. 
She married George Root and their only child, 
Louise was born in Eastern Oregon in 1915, 
still a wild frontier. 

Louise followed in her family’s footsteps,  
with high scholastic honors, and a thirst for 
knowledge. She served her country in World 
War II as a WAVE, stationed at various places 
on the west coast. 

She has had a long career as a professional 
woman, working at Portland’s Multnomah Ath-
letic Club, from which she retired in 1970. Mar-

ried to journalist Richard Godfrey, they en-
joyed many years together until his death. 
Louise is known throughout the northwest for 
her expertise in native plants, as well as culti-
vars such as rhododendrons, and was a prolific 
writer on these subjects.  

When we met Louise around 2005, we 
found a vibrant, healthy woman who could 
give accurate information about anything and 
everything. We had trouble keeping up with 
her, mentally and physically. 

Today, Louise is enjoying herself in a retire-
ment home in Portland, and although not a 
member of CFS, she is still as interested in 
what we are doing as she ever was.  

We are looking forward to seeing her in 
February, and catching up with this wonder-
ful representative of our “tribe.” 

Who are our other “elders?”  Please write 
and let us know the stories of these senior 
Clays! 

Pat Dunford 



The  state of Georgia, Eli 
Clay Family Line descen-
dents of his Grandson An-
drew Jackson Clay,  held a 
reunion at the Ocean Beach 
Motel located in Dayton 
Beach Shores, FL. Fifty-
seven adults and fifteen 
children attended the two 
day affair, August 12 
through 13, 2011. 

 Our menu included a wel-
come dinner of Grilled Ital-
ian Sausage with peppers 
and onions, Grilled Brat-
wurst Salads, and Home-
made dessert. Lunch Satur-
day included Hamburgers or 
Cheeseburgers, Hot Dogs, 

There are also records relating to his 
involvement with the Clay Family 
Society. Clay’s papers also contain 
correspondence, general subject 
files, and many of the speeches and 
talks he delivered to various genea-
logical and historical societies 
around the nation. There is a good 
deal of information relating to the 
history of his hometown, Dixon 
Springs, Tennessee, and the sur-
rounding communities in Smith 
County. In his later years, he under-
took a project to abstract the pen-
sion files of Smith County, Tennes-
see, soldiers of the Revolutionary 
War and War of 1812. Also of note 
are files concerning his artistic pur-
suits, including landscape painting 
and his interest in coats-of-arms and 
heraldic art.” 

The Clay Family Society  named 
the Robert Young Clay Award for 
Achievement in Genealogy Re-
search in Bob’s honor.  

 

Shirley Wilcox reports that on 
June 27, 2011, the Virginia Genea-
logical Society presented the LVA 
with a check for $1000 in Robert 
Young Clay’s name, to be used to 
purchase genealogical books. 

In its October 2011 e-newsletter, 
the Library of Virginia also an-
nounced the acquisition of the 
Robert Young Clay Papers.  

A founding member of the Clay 
Family Society, Bob was always a 
gold mine for Clay family history, 
as well as a beloved member of the 
Society. He died 6 May 2010. Bob 
was a research archivist at the Li-
brary of Virginia until his retire-
ment.  

According to the LVA article, the 
collection “includes his extensive 
research files on the Clay family, 
especially the lines that descend 
from Thomas Clay (ca. 1745/6–
1812) of Dinwiddie County, Vir-
ginia, and the allied families of Bal-
low, Escue, Kittrell, and Young. 

Georgia Hosts Eli Clay Reunion 

Robert Young Clay Honors 
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salads, baked beans and all 
the fixings. On Saturday 
night we had dancing with a 
rib-eye steak dinner. 

Two branches of Eli Clay's 
Family Line united when 
David J Clay, son of Otis 
Jefferson Clay and grandson 
of Eli Jefferson Clay who 
was the brother of Andrew 
Jackson Clay, and his 
grandchildren met for the 
first time at the reunion. 

Family members gathered 
from California, Colorado, 
Georgia, Florida, New 
Hampshire, Connecticut, 
New York and Virginia. 

Jerry Clay 



 
Clay Family Society 
Pieces of Clay 
Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1566 County Road 50 
Ada, OH 45810 

BRING YOUR RELATIVES TO 
MISSOURI! 

The Midwest Genealogy Center is 
one of the foremost genealogy li-
braries in the United States, not just 
for “Midwest” research, but nation-
ally. You will want to be sure to 
bring some of your “brick walls” 
and see if you can chip away at 
them. We will spend much of a day 
at the MGC, learning about the mi-
grations of our ancestors from the 
Atlantic seaboard to the Midwest, 
and there will be time for you to 
take a look for “Uncle Henry. . .” 

We will also be visiting the Na-
tional Frontier Trails Museum, 
where we will learn more about the 
continued westward movement, into 
and beyond the Great Plains and 
Rocky Mountains. In addition to our 

presentation on migration, there is 
an extensive library of migration 
materials, including diaries and 
other ephemera.  

Other places of interest include 
the Steamboat Arabia, an opportu-
nity to step back in history to imag-
ine our ancestors purchasing oppor-
tunities in the 1850s. I was surprised 
to find jarred pickles included in the 
cargo! 

Of the many Clays who migrated 
to Missouri, one was the descendant 
of Dr Henry and Rachel (Povall) 

Clay of Bourbon County, Kentucky. 
We will visit his gravesite, and per-
haps be able to meet some of his 
descendants. 

There are many other interesting 
things to do in the area, including a 
visit to Harry and Bess Truman’s 
house, many small museums, and 
just enjoy the jumping off point to 
the plains. 

Don’t forget, our get-together be-
gins on Thursday evening and ends 
before noon on Sunday. We’ll look 
forward to seeing you! 

Pat Dunford 

Declare Your Independence 
Join us in Independence, Missouri,  June 21-24, 2012!  

Watch this space!  Next Pieces of Clay will include 
the Registration form and travel information for 

the 2012 meeting! 


