
Pieces of Clay 

This proposed set of bylaws 
has been reviewed and revised 
by your officers and board 
members, and has been run by 
attorneys in Ohio and other 
states. It will be posted as a 
link on the CFS website about 
April 1, in plenty of time for 
all members to read it (print it 
out, if you like), and come pre-
pared to vote on it at our busi-
ness meeting in Independence 
at 11:00 on Saturday, June 23. 
If you don’t have access to the 
web, please call me at 517-628
-3084, or write me at 4666 
Bunker Rd., Mason, MI 48854, 
and I will be glad to mail you a 
paper copy. MEANWHILE, 
you are encouraged to become 
more directly involved in the 
“nuts and bolts” by indicating 
on the membership renewal 
form included with this PoC  
the particular skills, gifts, and 
interests you might offer to the 
building up of the CFS. My 
thanks to you all for your sup-
port! 

 
Charles Herrick 
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President 

As we all look forward to 
coming together at the Gather-
ing in June, I think about how 
we can be connected the rest of 
the time, geographically scat-
tered as we are. Distribution of 
the “Pieces of Clay” is obvi-
ously one main way; our web-
site is another.  I have headed 
up various organizations over 
the years, but primarily con-
gregations of the Presbyterian 
Church, USA, of which I am a 
retired minister. To administer 
a local church, in which there 
is day-to-day and face-to-face 
contact with members, is a far 
different dynamic than we find 
in our Society. So it is all the 
more important that we have a 
common and accepted frame-
work by which we operate 
both when we are together and 
physically apart. This frame-
work in groups like ours is 
usually known as bylaws, the 
“nuts and bolts” I refer to in 
the title above that are critical 
in binding together the amor-
phous Clays that we are. 

Bylaws have been part of the 
CFS from the beginning in 
2001, of course. But now that 
we are more than a decade old 
and “coming of age,” it is im-
portant that we have a more 
detailed set of ground rules so 
that our future course may pro-
ceed “decently and in order,” 
as the apostle Paul concludes 
his instructive chapter 14 of I 
Corinthians. (We Presbyterians 
love that line, and are known 
for our penchant to spell out 
all things. Years ago I was at a 

conference on Cape Cod at-
tended mostly by Congrega-
tionalists and Baptists. Those 
from these more loosely con-
nected denominations told me 
how at first they tend to mock 
us Presbyterians who lug 
around our big “Book of Or-
der,” but eventually come to 
appreciate that when we have 
an “issue” in the church at the 
local or national level, we at 
least know how to deal with 
it.) 

A major step forward in the 
“regularizing” of the CFS 
came in early 2010 when we 
incorporated as a non-profit in 
the state of Ohio. At the 2010 
Gathering in Lexington we 
voted on a document that ac-
companied that act. Several 
deletions, amendments, etc. 
were made to it, and at the end 
of the business meeting a mo-
tion passed instructing the new 
set of officers to continue 
working on unresolved issues 
and report back to the 2012 
Gathering. Your officers have 
taken this charge seriously, 
and several of us have put in 
many hours shaping a docu-
ment that both meets require-
ments of Ohio law and speaks 
to the “nuts and bolts” realities 
of decision-making both at and 
between our biennial meetings. 
I feel that this revision will 
work for us as a unique organi-
zation, allowing members and 
officers to work together, shar-
ing clearly delineated tasks so 
that no one individual is asked 
to do too much or too little. 
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In today’s Pieces of Clay you will 
find the Registration Form for the 
SEVENTH Gathering of the members 
of the Clay Family Society.   

We sincerely welcome all Clay Fam-
ily Society members, and potential 
members to the meeting. We hope 
some New England Clays, the South 
Carolina Clays, and the “I don’t know 
which Clays” will join us. 

This Gathering will find us head-
quartered in Blue Springs, Missouri, 
close to the jumping off place for the 
wagon trains to New Mexico, Califor-
nia, and Oregon, and points in be-
tween, as well as the largest public 
library devoted to genealogy in the 
United States, the Midwest Genealogy 
Center in Independence.  

We have a full agenda, but have left 
plenty of time for you to see the many 
sites in the area. Please take a look at 
the enclosed brochure for Independ-
ence to find some of your “must sees.” 

We have traditionally invited partici-
pants’ guests who sign up in advance 
to join us for the Social. This year we 
are also inviting guests to join us for 
the Friday lunch in the hotel. Be sure 
to indicate the number of guests you 
wish to have on the Registration Form.  

The Gathering begins as people ar-

rive on Thursday evening, June 21, 
gathering in the patio of the hotel (5:00
-7:00) for registration, conversation, 
and finding new and old “cousins.” 

Friday is a big day! Friday morning 
begins with our own Lindsey Apple 
giving the keynote on Westward 
Movement of the Clays.  If you have 
information on Clays migrating to or 
through the Midwest, please let 
Lindsey know at   

jlapple@mis.net 
We will also take a look at some of 

the latest advances in genealogy re-
search via the internet. 

After lunch in the hotel, (for partici-
pants and registered guests) the partici-
pants will caravan to the National 
Frontier Trails Museum 
(www.ci.independence.mo.us/nftm/ ) 
in Independence for an afternoon at the 
museum. Independence, Missouri is 
the "jumping off" place for thousands 
venturing into the far west during the 
19th century. Two of the great trails of 
emigration, to Oregon and Califor-
nia, actually began from the historic 
Courthouse Square in the center of 
town. The epic journey of these pio-
neers - why they went, what life on the 
trails was like, and how they managed 
to survive so many obstacles - will be 
recounted by historian Jim Howk in a 
well-illustrated lecture titled The Ore-
gon-California Trail.  There will be 
free time to tour the museum and visit 
the library. If you think you might 
have had relatives on one of the trails, 
please email me with names, dates, 
origin, and final location  of your im-
migrant ancestors before June 1. I can 
look up the information to see if there 
might be anything at the museum li-
brary.   

Next, those who wish may caravan 
to Wellington, a nearby town, to visit 
the graves of Andrew Moore Clay and 
his family. Andrew was a descendant 
of Dr. Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay, 
whose cemetery we visited in Bourbon 
County in 2010. 

Friday evening we will gather at the 

hotel for a Kansas City Style Barbecue 
and social for participants and regis-
tered guests. 

Pictures for the next Directory will 
also be taken! 

We may have a sing-along, or per-
haps someone will bring a boom-box 
and tapes.  Or, perhaps talking with 
your cousins, old and new, will suit 
you. 

Saturday starts off with a caravan to 
the Midwest Genealogy Center in In-
dependence, (www.mymcpl.org/
genealogy)  where we will have pres-
entations and the CFS Business meet-
ing.  Box lunches will be provided for 
participants. Presentations, by volun-
teers at the MGC, include:  
 Utilizing Land Records in Trac-

ing your Family History  
 Preserving Precious Heirlooms 
 Migration to the Mid-west from 

the Eastern States.. 
As a special treat, we are asking you, if 
you are a cookie baker, to bring cook-
ies for our morning break. Just in case 
we have any “traditional Clay family” 
recipes, that’d be great.  There will be 
ample opportunity for researchers to 
utilize the library after the presenta-
tions. Another opportunity at the center 
is for recorded Oral Histories. If you 
are interested, please let us know when 
you register.  

After about 2:00, is free for you to 
explore the area and visit other muse-
ums and attractions.  

One of the most exciting museums is 
the Steamboat Arabia, 

Gathering 2012 — Independence, Missouri 

Cont. next page 

(photos courtesy  City of Independence) 
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Lindsey Apple Book 
 Our former president (current VP) 
Lindsey, noted historian in Kentucky, 
has just published a new book, The 
Family Legacy of Henry Clay:  In the 
Shadow of a Kentucky Patriarch .  In 

it he “explores the personal history of 
this famed American and examines 
the impact of his legacy on future gen-
erations of Clays. Apple’s study 
delves into the family’s struggles with 
physical and emotional problems such 
as depression and alcoholism. The 
book also analyzes the role of finan-
cial stress as the family fought to rees-
tablish its fortune in the years after the 
Civil War.” Lindsey promises to have 
copies available at the Gathering. 

Robert Young Clay Papers 
 The Robert Young Clay Papers, Ac-
cession 45033, a treasure trove for 
Clay researchers as well as other ge-
nealogists and historians, are now 
open for research at the Library of 
Virginia. Go here for  A Guide to the 
Robert Young Clay Papers, 1789-
2010 (bulk 1920-2007) :  
 http://tinyurl.com/RYC-papers  

Henry Clay Commemorative 
Medallion 
 From Ashland, Kentucky: “To 
honor the 200th Anniversary of Henry 
Clay becoming Speaker of the House, 
the Henry Clay Memorial Foundation 
presents the Henry Clay Commemor-
ative Medallion. 
The first ten of the numbered medal-
lions were produced in silver with 
gold and awarded to all living Speak-
ers of the House. 
Only 90 medallions in silver were pro-
duced, each containing 2.5 ounces of 
pure silver and each individually num-
bered according to minting order. A 
limited number were struck in bronze 
with a unique antique finish.” 
 More at HenryClay.org. 

WELCOME to new member Rita Henthorn Kirkpatrick, of Tallahassee, Florida (Mitchell Clay). 

NEWS 

 Blue Springs, Missouri is served by 
the Kansas City Airport (MCI).  
Rental cars are available for  around 
$100 for four days. Because we will be 
caravaning, this may be your best op-
tion. Reserve a car early, if this is your 
choice. 
  Shuttle services are available. We 
have an agreement with Five Guys 
Shuttle (913) 748-5423 for $55.00 for 
1-5 people each way.  Tell them you 
are with Clay Family Society. 
 Our hotel is the Courtyard by Mar-
riott, Blue Springs, southeast of Inde-
pendence and Kansas City. Just off I-
70, exit 21, NE Adams Dairy Pkwy 
south.  The address is 1500 NE Coro-
nado Drive.  
 Our rate of $99/night, includes two 
breakfasts per room per day and is 
available rate for two days before and 
after the meeting. Call 1-816-228-8100 
for reservations and mention the Clay 
Family Society Gathering.  
 The Hotel has a shuttle to various 
near-by restaurants and attractions. Go 
to:  http://tinyurl.com/7ud3me9  
for more information.  

Getting There — 
www.1856.com/ downtown Kansas 
City, which includes the entire care-
fully restored contents of a packet 
steamer that went down in the Mis-
souri River before the Civil War. Find 
out how they located the boat, recov-
ered the items, and restored them. 
You’ll be surprised what our ancestors 
could buy in the General Store! The 
last tour begins at 4:00; plan 1.5 hours 
for the tour. During the Free Evening, 
back at the hotel, from 7:00 to about 
9:00, we will have hands-on Geneal-
ogy by Computer. Bring your 
“problem ancestors,”  laptop and  wire-
less connection. 

Sunday morning will be Breakfast 
with Charles for participants. Charles 
Knighton, our very own “music hall 
comedian and raconteur” will act as 
master of ceremonies. Charles will 
bring the newest crop of British Music 
Hall bad jokes, you bring your “hits 
and misses” in research, and other 
tales you may choose to tell.  Sadly, 
about 10:30, we will disband for yet 
another two years, to meet again in. . . 
. .perhaps Williamsburg? 

If you have questions, please email 
me at CFS_Gathering_2012@cox.net. 

Pat Dunford, Gatherer 

Cont.  

IMPORTANT DATES 
EARLY REGISTRATION ($10 

discount) for registrations post-
marked by MAY 1. 
REGISTRATIONS NEED TO 

BE RECEIVED IN TUCSON BY 
JUNE 1. 
If you cannot get your registration 

to Pat by June 1, email her at 
CFS_Gathering_2012@cox.net by 
June 13, and bring your check to 
the meeting. Be sure to include 
your phone number. 
Remember, the hotel may not 

honor late meal requests. 
Get your hotel reservations ASAP 

as well, as it could fill up! 

Try out our interactive map at: 
http://g.co/maps/pcw54 



Calling all Cookie Bakers 
Do you have some “Clay” original cookie recipe? Or, perhaps some 
other favorite? Bring your favorite cookies to share at our break on Sat-
urday!  
The more the merrier! Don’t worry about left-overs — there won’t be 
any! 
 

 
Clay Family Society 
Pieces of Clay 
Phyllis Alexander, Editor 
1566 County Road 50 
Ada, OH 45810 

CHECK LIST Mary Brock, sister to our board member 
Julie Brock, is shown here working on a 
needlepoint journal cover featuring  the tra-
ditional Clay Family Society badge, created 
by the late Robert Young Clay.  

We will be raffling the cover off at the 
Gathering; you may be the lucky winner! 

We also have a “surprise” fundraiser (or 
“fun raiser”) item, which you will want to 
purchase to fill Christmas Stockings for your 
Clay relatives. 

You will also have an opportunity to pur-
chase books by your favorite authors! 

Declare Your Independence 


Cookies 

“Problem Ancestors” 

Entertainment!—Are you a 
musician? Maybe a guitar player, 
harmonica player. . . Something 
else? Let Pat know at:   

  PLDunford@cox.net  

Migrant ancestors  

DUES due! Complete Member-
ship Form and send to Connie. 

Complete Family History (back 
of Membership Form) 

Volunteer for a Board position  

Study the proposed by-laws at 
ClayFamilySociety.org  

Send in your Registration Form 

Make your travel plans.! 


