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Gathering (and the next) before us 
all, while attending to the myriad of 
detail that only someone who has 
held this position can understand. 

Finally, let me acknowledge the 
sometimes unappreciated work of 
several people who hold appointed 
offices: Al Buckner as Webmaster, 
Marcia Hovenden as Historian, 
Charles Knighton as Cemeteries 
coordinator (and who has agreed to 
be the point person as we pursue 
501(c)(3) status), and Connie 
Collins, who will try to reinvigorate 
the Clay Family Society DNA pro-
ject. I hope I haven’t forgotten 
anyone! Know that I value the de-
votion that each member of the 
Society brings to our collective 
efforts. 

Charles Herrick 
President 

PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS –  
TRAVELING OUR RIVERS, THANKING OUR LEADERS 
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Several songs come to my mind 
as I reflect on our recent Gathering 
and look forward to the next one. 
The good group that traveled to 
Missouri found that “everything’s 
up to date in Kansas City” (from 
the musical “Oklahoma”).  Words 
to the plaintive ballad 
“Shenandoah” may have struck a 
chord with some who made the trek 
but could not forget the more famil-
iar East: “O Shenandoah, I long to 
see you; Away, you rolling river. O 
Shenandoah, I long to see you; 
Away, I’m bound away ‘cross the 
wide Missouri.”   

Unlike the pioneers we heard so 
much about at the Frontier Trails 
Museum and Midwest Genealogi-
cal Center in Independence, we are 
not committed to staking our claim 
in the west forever. In fact, the 
membership voted to return to the 
well- trodden  ground of eastern 
Virginia for our CFS Gathering  
June 26 through 29, 2014. So for 
those who pine for the Shenandoah 
(or the James or the Potomac, for 
that matter), get ready to sing out, 
“Carry Me Back to Old Virginny.” 

Along with the excellent talks by 
our own members and resident 
experts, our 2012 event found us 
renewing old acquaintances, mak-
ing new friends (several were at 

their first Gathering), eating good 
food, and reminding ourselves what 
is special about our organization. 
At the biennial business meeting on 
Saturday, we unanimously adopted 
the new bylaws (available on the 
website), and proceeded to elect 
officers/directors to staggered 
terms. Serving you until the 2014 
Gathering will be Charles Herrick, 
President; Constance Collins, Sec-
retary; Patricia Dunford, Meetings 
Director; and Shirley Wilcox, Di-
rector  at large. Elected to serve full 
four year terms (to 2016) are Nancy 
Cook, Vice President; Louise Co-
penhaver, Treasurer; Patricia Dun-
ford, Publications Director; and 
Linda Pittano, Director at large. 

I want to express my thanks here 
(as we did in person at the meeting) 
to those whose terms were up this 
year: Doug Cline, Julie Brock and 
Marcia Hovenden as directors; 
Lindsey Apple as Vice president 
(he has previously served as Presi-
dent); and Phyllis Alexander, who 
has faithfully toiled as Publications 
Director (means getting out this 
newsletter) for the past several 
years. Continuing in the position of 
Meetings Director that she was 
elected to in Lexington (2010) is 
Pat Dunford. My thanks to her for 
keeping the “big picture” of this 
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A POT OF CLAY(S) met in the patio of the Marriott Courtyard, Blue Springs, Missouri during the 
2012 Gathering.  
From all reports, the gathering was a success, and we missed all of you who were not able to attend. 



justly provoked the heavy wrath of God 
against me to the danger of my own soul 
and evil example of others. I do ear-
nestly repent and am heartily sorry for 
the same and do most humbly beseech 
Almighty God for the sake of Jesus 
Christ to forgive me this and all my 
other offences and to assist me with his 
Holy Spirit that I may never fall into 
the grievous sin again desiring you and 
all here present to take warning by this 
my punishment and to pray with and for 
me saying Our Father. . . .”  

By David Clay, U.K. 
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“Declaration of Penance”  
In the parishes of England centuries 

ago women found guilty of what was 
regarded at the time as an immoral of-
fense such as having sex outside of mar-
riage, would be compelled by the parish 
officials as punishment, to recite in 
church on Sunday in front of the congre-
gation a “Declaration of Penance. She 
would be humiliated in front of her 
neighbours by being made to stand on a 
wooden stool facing the crowd, wearing 
nothing but a white sheet and holding a 
white wand in her hand.  

The following documents are held at 
Nottingham Archives Office. 

1745. 24th June. Penance of Alice 
Clay of Southwell for fornication with 
Thomas Hollingsworth the younger. 
Declared in church before the Minister 
and congregation in a white sheet with 
a white wand. [Ref.—sc/8/2/319] 

1765. 26th Oct. Penance of Elizabeth 
Clay of  Southwell for fornication with 
Joseph Wilson. Declared in church with 
white sheet and wand. [Ref.—sc/8/2/358] 

1768. 14th June. Penance of Ann Parr 
of Southwell for fornication with Wil-
liam Clay. Declared in church with 
white sheet and wand. [Ref.—sc/8/2/369] 

1768 4th Nov. Penance of Elizabeth 
Clay of Westhorpe for fornication. De-
clared in Southwell church with white 
sheet and wand. [Ref.—sc/8/2/372] 

All the documents have similar words 
for the offender to recite, the following is 
for Elizabeth Clay: 1765: “Penance is to 
be performed by Elizabeth Clay of 
Southwell in the County of Notting-
ham.” 

“The said Elizabeth Clay is to be pre-
sent in time of Divine Service where she 
shall stand upon some seat or form 
where the Minister readith prayers, 
having a white sheet wrapped about her 
from the shoulders to the feet being bare 
headed, bare footed and bare legged 
with a white wand in her hand, shall 
say after the Minister as followeth.”   
“Whereas I Good People, forgetting my 
duty to Almighty God have committed 
the detestable sin of fornication with 
Joseph Wilson and have hereby most 

the peace for Pendleton Township, an 
office he held for several years.  He was 
also on the venue of the first jury se-
lected in the county.  From 1823 to 1826 
three more daughters were born: Ma-
halia, Mary Ann and Angeline.  By the 
early 1830s the older children began to 
marry and establish their own homes, 
some moved to other areas; however 
sons Waide H. and Eleazer Green, ac-
quired land adjoining their parents.  By 
the mid-1850s Eleazer and his two sons 
owned about 750-acres of adjoining 
land.  During these years as happens to 
all families, the family burying ground 
has claimed several family members.  
Waide's wife, Menica; Eleazer's daugh-
ter, Mahalia, and possibly others.  Also, 
son William had died in Madison 
County.  Then on April 16, 1852 Mother 
Mary Clay was called away. 

The known marriages of Eleazer and 
Mary's children are as follows: Margaret 
to George Carder, James W. to Polly 
Ann Spradling, William S. to Sarah 
Murphy, Waide H. to Menica Musick 
and second to Mary E. Sutherland, 
Robert D. to Luvica Hunt, Eleazer G. to 
Susan Chilton or Shelton, Angeline to 
Alvin Rucker, Nancy to Perry Moore 
and Mary Ann to William Bumbaugh. 

As far as we know, daughter Marga-
ret Carder, and some of her children 
and grandchildren were the only family 
members left in the neighborhood.  The 
census of 1860 lists Eleazer, 80 years of 
age, as the lone member of the house-
hold, with a real estate value of $8000 

(Continued on page 3) 

 CLAY - Eleazer Clay, a pioneer resi-
dent of St. Francois County, was born in 
Virginia Oct. 4, 1779, the eighth child 
and youngest son of James and Marga-
ret Muse Clay.  After James Clay's 
death in 1790, Margaret and her family 
moved to Granger County in east Ten-
nessee.  On Jan. 22, 1802, Eleazer mar-
ried Mary Dunville who was the daugh-
ter of Robert Dunville, a Methodist min-
ister.  Mary was born Dec. 26, 1784 near 
Camden, SC.  Their first child of record 
was Margaret, born 1803.  On Mary's 
birthday in 1806, she gave birth to twin 
boys, James and William; and Nancy 
was born in 1809.  These four are listed 
as born in Tennessee.  On Oct 12, 1811, 
Waide H. was born in Kentucky; this 
may have occurred on their trip to the 
Missouri Territory, for records show 
they arrived in Missouri about this 
time.  Eleazer and Mary settled land 
located on Doe Run Creek, about one 
mile southeast of present town of Doe 
Run.  We believe Eleazer brought with 
him from Tennessee a family of slaves 
he had inherited from his father's es-
tate.  The 1830 census shows he owned 
eight slaves, of which only two were 
adults.  There was much to be done 
clearing land and building a homestead.  
The family seemed to progress very 
well.  By the year 1820 four more chil-
dren were born: Eleanor in 1814, 
Eleazer Green in 1816, Robert D. in 
1817 and Morgan S. in 1820. 

When St. Francois County was estab-
lished in 1821, Governor McNair ap-
pointed Eleazer one of two justices of 

Editor’s Note: 
For further information on this and other pen-
ances that crossed the pond to Virginia go to: 
http://tinyurl.com/PenitentVA 
and Albion’s Seed: Four British Folkways in 
America by David Hackett Fischer. 

“An Early Clay Family in Missouri”  

For further information on these refer-
ences, see: 
http://nawcat.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/ 
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and personal property value of $9800, 
this figure would include his slaves.  
The clouds of Civil War were gathering 
and surely affected the closing years of 
Eleazer's life.  On Feb. 18, 1863, he was 
found dead in his home.  Doctors said he 
had suffered a stroke.  The inscription 
on his gravestone has these words, "I 
have finished my work, I have kept the 
faith." 

By Jack Clay 
 
Excerpted from The First 200 Years 

1798-1998, published by the City of Farm-
ington, MO. Used by permission of the 
City of Farmington Library.   Submitted by 
Janis Hendrick, who writes that she and 
Jack W. Clay are  “descended from 
Eleazer Clay (b. 1779) . . .  of St. Francois 
County whose son Eleazer Green Clay 
migrated to Wayne County, Illinois where I 
was born.  James and Margaret Muse 
Clay had three sons who migrated to Mis-
souri - Eleazer who settled in St. Francois 
County, Jeremiah Walker who settled in 
Cole County, Missouri, and James who 
settled in St. Charles County, Mis-
souri. Jeremiah Walker Clay was undoubt-
edly named for Rev. Jeremiah Walker of 
Halifax and Amelia counties, Virginia. It 
was said Margaret Muse Clay, a devout 
Baptist, named two of their sons for these 
‘dissenters’ as they were called: Jeremiah 
Walker who was jailed for preaching with-
out a license, and Eleazer Clay (b.1744 
d.1836 VA). They were ‘persecuted’ min-
isters.”  

Jack W. Clay was born January 2, 
1924, son of Paul Joseph and Beulah 
(Iahn) Clay.  Paul J. Clay (1899) is a de-
scendant of the James William Clay 
(1806) line, a son of Eleazer Clay (1779) 
Virginia.  He has one brother Bob Clay 
(1922-2003), sister Shirley (Clay) Slover 
(1932- ) and sister Polly Ann (1929-
1931).  Jack has lived in the Lead Belt 
area all his life.  He served 39 months in 
World War II and was discharged from the 
Army in November 1945.  Jack and Ann 
Martin first met in January 1946 and were 
married March 13, 1946.  They moved to 
Farmington in 1947.  They have two chil-
dren.  Ann died in 1999. 

(Continued from page 2) 

Top right: the newly minted Mr. and Mrs. F Clay 
Thompson. Middle:  the ceremony on the steps of 
White Hall. Bottom right: Clay leads his mother, 
Sallie Clay Lanham in the traditional dance. 

New CFS member Forrest Clay Thompson, 
descendant of Cassius Clay and son of CFS 
member Sallie Clay Lanham, was married to 
Kathleen Ann Wolf in a ceremony on the steps 
of White Hall 6 May 2012. White Hall, near 
Richmond, KY, an 1860's expansion of Cler-
mont (built c. 1798), and was the home of 
Clay's 4th great grandfather Cassius Marcel-
lous Clay, “fiery emancipationist, publisher, and 
US Minister to Russia.” 

NEWS 
In the Family 

Pieces of Clay is published and copy-
righted by the Clay Family Society, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

Email Pat Dunford, Editor at: 
PoC_Editor@cox.net 

We’re on the web: 
ClayFamilySociety.com 

Material Needed for Pieces of Clay 
Do you have research questions? Pictures? Short articles? 
Family news? This is the place for you! Pieces of Clay needs 
your material. Email attachments are preferable, but the 
USPO works as well. Let me know! 

Pat Dunford, Editor 
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Connie Collins, membership chair 
and DNA Coordinator, Al Buckner, 
webmaster, and Pat Dunford, geneal-
ogy database, have been working on 
the various lineages provided by our 
members (most from the Directory 
survey in 2010) so you will have ac-
cess to them. From the lineages we 
have created a genealogy database 
which currently includes some 700 
unique individuals. The lines end with 
the current member and have little 
information on anyone living. There 
are currently seven progenitors (those 
Clay males for whom we have no fa-
thers). 

Using the program Second Site we 
are able to publish the results on the 
“members only” part of the CFS web-
site. The web-pages were well re-
ceived when introduced at the 2012 
Gathering. We hope you all will be 
able to use the information as we pro-
gress. 

Al is developing a password access 
for members so only current members 
will be able to see the pages.   

The database is dependent on 
YOUR information. The 2010 Direc-
tory is not complete, so now we need 
you to provide information from 
yourself back as far as you can. Be 
sure to complete the membership 
form, including page 2, and send it 
to Connie with your dues, or sepa-
rately if you have already paid them. 

The website will make it easier for 
members to connect with cousins, and 
to find that elusive ancestor. 

Right now we list basically birth, 
marriage, death, and burial, but as we 
go along, we will want to include 
queries, military, educational, civic 
information, family stories and other 
information. 

Watch for information on your indi-
vidual access to the information soon. 

Pat Dunford 

Progress on Clay Family Trees Do you want your Pieces 
of Clay by email?  

Notify Pat at  
PoC_Editor@cox.net 

 
Membership Dues are 

now due for 
2012-2014 

Print out the Member-
ship form from 

clayfamilysociety.com 
 

WELCOME  
Herb and Jimmie Bacon from 

Owasso, Oklahoma 
F Clay and Kathleen Thompson, 

Georgetown, Kentucky 
Lance K and Sondra Clay, Meade, 

Kansas 
Dr Linda Gellert (Terry R), 

Greenfield, Indiana 
Elsie Clay Townsend (Leon), 

Frankfort, Kentucky 


