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to hand down our legacy to the 
next generation. Whether it is 
physical heirlooms, written or 
recorded memoirs, or our ge-
nealogical records, we have 
conscious decisions to make 
about the link that we are be-
tween our family’s past and its 
future. And, as with so much 
of life, not to decide is itself a 
decision. It’s never too early to 
determine what role we will 
play in conserving and ac-
tively adding to that story that 
is uniquely each of ours. 
Here’s to a heritage worth pre-
serving and to a future that 
will thank us if we do it faith-
fully. 

Charles Herrick 

PRESIDENT’S THOUGHTS – WHAT IS WORTH CONSERVING? 
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Several recent opportunities 
have got me to thinking more 
than usual about what is worth 
conserving in our age of dis-
posable just-about-everything. 
One is the current restoration 
of the Cassius (and several 
other family members) Clay 
monument in the Richmond, 
KY cemetery, the funds for 
which have largely been 
raised, thanks in part to a CFS 
contribution. 

Further appreciation for the 
efforts of folks preserving the 
past came as Shirley and I 
drove back from our CFS 
Gathering in Independence. 
We stopped at the excellent 
museum dedicated to Winston 
Churchill in Fulton, MO. This 
is the town, of course, where 
he gave his famous “Iron Cur-
tain” speech in 1946. We 
thought it would be a quick 
visit, but wound up spending 
several hours reliving Chur-
chill’s life and career in the 
lower level of a church that 
was bombed in the London 
Blitz, and subsequently moved 
to Fulton stone by stone and 
rebuilt on the campus of West-
minster College. 

Two brief trips to Illinois in 
the past months additionally 
concentrated my mind on this 
theme. The first was with 
some good friends to Spring-
field, where we took in the 
several Lincoln sites, includ-
ing the new   museum 
(excellent) and presidential 
library (very helpful to gene-
alogists). So much has been 
researched and written on Lin-
coln – second in volume only 
to Jesus is the accepted wis-

dom – that even a minor find 
of primary material is consid-
ered a major find. This throws 
into relief the loss of many 
personal letters that his son 
Robert Todd Lincoln chose to 
burn despite the pleadings of 
friends and historians not to do 
so. He made a conscious deci-
sion, for his own reasons, 
NOT to conserve an important 
part of the past. 

Our next jaunt was over to 
Chicago, where, with our son, 
daughter-in-law, and grand-
daughter, our aim was to take 
in some of that city’s signifi-
cant architecture. Again, and 
as in every city, the record is 
mixed on the issue of preserv-
ing the past; some go all out 
for preservation, while others 
have been insensitive to the 
heritage of the past, and knock 
down building after building 
in the name of progress. 

On smaller yet still impor-
tant ways, we all make our 
decisions on what we feel is 
worth preserving, and, as we 
age (!) fret over the best way 
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Early Clays on the James River, Virginia 
Over the years, at various meetings and 

on the Clay lists at Gen-Forum and Roots-
web, there has been discussion about the 
"other" John Clay in early Virginia, and 
whether or not there is a relationship to 
John Clay* who immigrated in 1613. The 
Rev Stephen O. Southall briefly discusses 
the multiple families in his "Some Notes 
on the Clay Family" [The Virginia Maga-
zine of History and Biography, Vol. 52, 
No. 1, Jan. 1944, pp 59-62]  

 By the 1624/25 "muster of the inhabi-
tants of Virginia" the first John Clay(e) 
was living at Jordan's Jorney, Charles Cit-
tie.  

As he does not appear on the muster, the 
second John Clay apparently arrived in the 
Virginia Colony between 1624/25 and 
1642, when he lived in the "Lawnes 
Creek" area, south of the James River. 
Over the years there has been confusion 
between the two, resulting in some inter-
esting family connections. 

In the latest Magazine of Virginia Gene-
alogy, [Volume 50, Number 3, August 
2012], researcher and author Patricia Law 
Hatcher, FASG, FGSP, presented "Clay of 
Isle of Wight County and Lawnes Creek 
Parish, Surry County" (pp 236-246) and 
provides a proposed genealogy of this 
family.  Unfortunately, this family appears 
to have "daughtered out" very early, leav-
ing us without direct DNA possibilities. 

Hatcher provides a chronological picture 
of the appearance of this John Clay, and 
discusses the 1613 John Clay as well, in-
cluding items that had not been included in 
our previous discussions. She also men-
tions some of the times where more than 
one John Clay* is present near each other, 
and the use of the terms like  "the elder" -- 
at the time indicating that one was older, 
or had lived in the area longer.  Some re-
cords, however, not included in the 
Hatcher article, confuse the issue, espe-
cially the appearance of John Wall, step-
father to Charles Clay, living very close to 
the Lawnes Creek John Clay. 

This timely article will be further dis-
cussed at the Clay Family Society Gather-
ing in 2014, to be held in the James-
town/Williamsburg area.  We are hope to 
find some descendants of the family to 
join us there. Stay tuned! 

Pat Dunford 

Except by visiting our favorite college or university with a subscription to JSTOR, 
we don’t often have access to the old William and Mary Quarterly journals. At the 
current time, there is access to some of their holdings, including this interesting piece 
on Amelia county marriage records which includes some of the Clays. 

Another interesting piece is a review of the book  “Social Life of Virginia in  the 
Seventeenth Century…” by Philip Alexander Bruce. 

See more at: http://www.jstor.org/stable/i305743  
Social Life of Virginia…. Can be read at 

http://books.google.com/books?id=ivfYarZJFMgC&source=gbs_navlinks_s 
Other articles can now be purchased from JSTOR. 
http://www.jstor.org/ . I bought a copy of the Southall article, mentioned in the pre-

vious article above, for excerpt here. 
Happy researching! 

 More William and Mary Quarterly 

[From  p 83, The William and Mary Quarterly, Vol. 16, No. 2, October, 1907 
“Marriage Bonds in Amelia County (Virginia)”, pp 81-95] 
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Jerry and Joyce Clay, of Cape Coral, 
Florida, welcomed their first grand-
child, a grandson, Antonno Clay 
Bonazzoli, in July. 

WELCOME 

William E (Patricia) Clay,  Conyers, 
Georgia, descended from Jesse Clay, 
Sr.  

James Nelson (Caroline) Clay III, 
Cordova, Tennessee, descended from 
Dr. Henry and Rachel (Povall) Clay, 
through John and Amilison (Epps) 
Clay.    

Our Readers want to know. . . 

NEWS 
In the Family 

Pieces of Clay is published and copy-
righted by the Clay Family Society, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

Email Pat Dunford, Editor at: 
PoC_Editor@cox.net 

We’re on the web: 
ClayFamilySociety.com 

Material Needed for Pieces of Clay 
Have you solved a problem? Do you have research questions? 
Pictures? Short articles? Family news? This is the place for 
you! Pieces of Clay needs your material. Email attachments 
are preferable, but the USPO works as well. Let me know! 
Items due for the January issue by December 15. 

Pat Dunford, Editor 

Member Julie Brock has built a new and better mouse-trap (or ancestor trap). 
Begun at the 2012 gathering, members were provided used “query cards” to post 
brickwalls and other questions. From time to time we will include them here, ed-
ited for space, if necessary. If you have any information or clues, please contact 
the member. Member’s contact information is in the Directory with this issue. 

Julia Mortenson asks: “Need grave 
location for Mary Ann (Clay) Dawson, 
dau of Dr Henry, w/o Rev War Patriot 
Thos P Dawson.  He d Trigg Co. KY, 
ca 1829.  She d Sep 1845, Trigg Co.  

Marcia Hovenden wants to deter-
mine if William B Clay, 5th Regiment, 
MO Cavalry, was killed at the Battle of 
Lexington, Missouri, 1864. 

Jimmie Bacon seeks information 
about Betsy (Clay) Hodges (18 May 
1763-17 Mar 1836) in Sumner Co., TN.  
She m Isham Hodges.  A transcription 
of a will for William Clay identified 
Betty (Betsy) Hodges as a child. His 
wife was “Milly.” What was Milly’s 
family name? Who were Wm’s par-
ents? One source has Milly as “Keene” 
and William as the son of William 
Mitchell Clay. Does anyone have docu-
mentation? 

Shirley Langdon Wilcox seeks in-

formation about the Ancestry of Marga-
ret Muse (1737-1832), w/o James Clay. 
Prob m ca 1758, poss Chesterfield Co., 
VA. James d 1791. Widow Margaret 
eventually moved to Huron, MS with 
her daughters Nancy and Sabrina. 

Julie Brock wants to know more 
about the Brocks. Julia McDowell (gg-
dau of Sen Henry Clay) m William 
Bass Brock, originally from Leesburg, 
Harrison Co, KY, late 1800s.  

Frances Clay Vilmin seeks more 
information about James Franklin Clay, 
b ca 1836, TN m 29 Sep 1859 in Red 
River Co, TX. to Lavina Walker, b ca 
1838, TN. 

Liz May seeks more information 
about Judith Clay who m Thomas Far-
ley, late 1700s.  

Nancy Cook asks if anyone is a 
member of the Jamestown Society or 
First Families of Virginia. 

And, YOUR queries. . . 
Send your queries to PoC_Editor@cox.net. Include: Your name and contact in-
formation and a short, clear, explanation of the problem. Be sure to use com-
plete names, dates, and locations, as near as you can.  

aft = After 
bef = before 
bp = birthplace 
b = born 
bro = brother(s) 
bur = buried 
ca = circa/about 
ch = child(ren) 
co = county 
cos = counties 
d = died 

dau = daughter 
d/o = daughter of 
decd = deceased 
desc = descendent 
div = divorced 
dp = death place 
fam = family 
fath = father 
f/o = father of 
g = grand 
gg = great grand 

2gg = 2nd great-grand, 
 etc 
husb = husband 
h/o = husband of 
h/1, h/2 = husband 1, 
 husband 2 
info = information 
m = married 
m/1, m/2 = marriage 1, 
 marriage 2 
moth= mother 

m/o = mother of 
par = parent(s) 
poss = possible/y 
prob = probable/y 
sib = sibling(s) 
sis = sister(s) 
s/o = son of 
wid = wid 
w/o = wife of 
w/1, w/2 = wife 1, 
 wife 2 

QUERY ABBREVIATIONS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Reported “killed,  wounded (or) miss-
ing” (image courtesy Fold3.com) 
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Steady progress is being made on 
the family trees. The site is “ready to 
go” and will be uploaded to the web-
site shortly.  

We do not wish to publish the pass-
word, so please send me an email at 
PoC_Editor@cox.net and give me an 
email address to which I can send the 
password.  

If you do not have email, but wish 
to be able to view the website other-
wise, for example at your local li-
brary, send me a note via the USPS  
and I’ll send the password along to 
you. 

Right now, the trees are more of 
less sketchy, depending on the infor-
mation available. My line, Palmer/ 
Bruce/ Clay, has more specifics, as 
I’ve been working on it longer. Please 
feel free to email me such items as 
you wish to include for yours, with 
the proper citation, of course. Pictures 
are a great addition! 

Progress on Family Trees 
Do you want your Pieces 

of Clay by email?  
Notify Pat at  

PoC_Editor@cox.net 
 

DON’T MAKE THIS YOUR LAST  
ISSUE 

 
Membership Dues are 

now due for 
2012-2014 

Print out the Member-
ship form from 

clayfamilysociety.com 
 

BE SURE TO INCLUDE 
YOUR GENEALOGY, 

EVEN IF WE ALREADY 
HAVE IT! 

 
 

Directory 

Included in this month’s Pieces of 
Clay is the 2012 Membership Di-
rectory. 

Please check your listing and 
email me with any corrections.  

PoC_Editor@cox.net  
[Note: the directory is not included 

with Library memberships.] 
Pat Dunford, Publications Director 

If you find errors, omissions, or 
have additions, please let us know.  

We hope the descendants will get 
together to iron out differences of 
opinion and/or fact. 

The tree will be updated about 
every three months. 

Comments about the “interface” 
are also welcome! For example, 
how easy is it to get around, is it 
easy to read? 

Webmaster, Al Buckner, is work-
ing hard to have this available be-
fore the end of November. 

Pat Dunford 


