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The Mission of the Clay Family Society is to encourage research and foster understanding 
of the genealogy and history of ALL branches of the Clay Family  

Following a winter of some discontent 
and seeing signs of an emerging Michi-
gan spring, I am really looking forward 
to a fully scheduled summer. Among the 
highlights, of course, is our 8th biennial 
Clay Family Gathering in the historic 
Williamsburg-Jamestown area of Virgin-
ia. Along with all of you, I hope, one 
who has anticipated attending is my sis-
ter, accompanied by one or more of her 
four daughters, all of whom live near her 
in Vermont. In mid-March, however, she 
suffered a serious stroke, and plans are 
obviously now put on hold. 

All our lives, of course, are an exquis-
ite tangle of positive expectations and 
unforeseen, sometimes cruel events. We 
cannot let a fear of what might happen 
keep us from making realistic plans; an 
optimistic outlook is what propelled all 
our ancestors, Clays and whoever else is 
in our particular mix, to leave “the old 
world” behind them and make their 
treacherous way to these shores. It is this 
kind of history that we will study and 
celebrate in late June, along with 
strengthening our current Clay family 
connections. The fact that we are mem-
bers of the CFS is evidence of each of 
our interests in both past and present, and 
in all we do as a Society we seek to keep 
a balance between them. 

Some folks, of course, have little or no 
interest in searching their past. Several 
articles in the August-September 1982 

issue of American Heritage on the in-
creasing interest in genealogy reference 
two extremes: on the one hand, the sup-
posed desire of the Esterhazy family of 
Hungary “to trace itself back to Adam’s 
grandfather” and on the other, the opin-
ion of the French philosopher and skeptic 
Voltaire that “He who serves his country 
well has no need of ancestors.” The nov-
elist Wallace Stegner wrote that his fami-
ly (“as random as mongrel dogs”) are 
“not a clan that knows its origins or 
keeps in touch.” He himself kept that 
(non)tradition going by declining to co-
operate with a distant cousin in his nine-
ties who both sought information from 
Wallace and urged him to attend an up-
coming reunion. When he wrote back 
that he would not attend, the cousin re-
sponded with this chiding poem: 

Of all sad words, to those who care, 
the saddest are these, “We won’t be 
there.” 

Though far apart we’ve always been, 
let’s not forget that we are kin. 

The Stegner blood, through heart and 
vein will course its way while we remain. 

I’m growing old, I’ll say good-bye, and 
Cousin, you will also die. 

And then, perhaps, we’ll chance to 
meet while strolling down the golden 
street. 

How will I know that you are he who I 
have longed so much to see? 

Make of this poem (both its quality and 

its sentiment) what you will. But feel the 
pull of connecting while we can – not on 
the golden streets hereafter but on the 
cobblestone streets of Williamsburg. 
Check out the registration information in 
this Pieces of Clay, and act now to re-
serve your space. I look forward to see-
ing you there as I round out my four 
years as your president. The nominating 
committee is at work to present names at 
our business meeting for offices to be 
filled for the next four years (president, 
secretary/membership, Gathering direc-
tor, and a director at large). If you are 
interested in any of these I urge you to be 
in touch with vice president Nancy Cook, 
who chairs the nominating process.  I 
have enjoyed the sometimes challenging, 
but always rewarding time I have spent 
in the office, and encourage you to take 
your part in keeping the Clay Family 
Society strong and vibrant. 

Charlie Herrick 

Wanted 
This is election year for our organization   We need to fill the positions for President, Meetings Director and Director 

at Large.  Are you willing to work in one of these positions? Do you know of an individual that would be good for one 
of these positions?  Please let me know and I will contact him or her.  Sometimes the best talent does not think to volun-
teer but would serve if asked.  PLEASE, WE NEED YOUR HELP.   

These will be presented and voted on in the Business Meeting on Saturday, June  28, at the Clay Family Gathering. 
Email me at ncook2396@earthlink.net.      Nancy Cook, Vice-president  



P a g e  2  P i e c e s  o f  C l a y  

N E W S  
I n  t h e  F a m i l y  

Board of Directors 
iPresident   

Charles Herrick (2014) 
(President@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

iVice President  
Nancy Cook (2016) 

iSecretary /Membership 
Connie Collins (2014) 
(Secretary@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

iTreasurer  
Louise Copenhaver (2016) 

iGathering Director  
Pat Dunford (2014)  
(Gathering@ClayFamilySociety.org) 

iPublications Director 
Pat Dunford (2016) 

iDirectors at Large 
Shirley Wilcox (2014) 
Linda Pittano (2016) 

—————- 
iImmediate Past President 

Linda Pittano 

Pieces of Clay is published and copy-
righted by the Clay Family Society, Inc. 
All rights reserved. 

Email Pat Dunford, Editor at: 
PoC_Editor@cox.net 

We’re on the web: ClayFamilySociety.org  

Welcome to eight new members: 
Barbara J  Miller  (Marco), Canal 

Winchester, Ohio, descended from Wm 
Mitchell Clay through Ralph and Mary 
(Clay) Stewart.  

Karen E Gable (Rober t), Avon, Indi-
ana, descended from Henry Clay of Vir-
ginia (1838-1916). 

Rebecca Sullivan (Roder ick), Car -
rollton, Georgia, descended from Joseph 
and Elizabeth (Johnston) Clay of 
Tallapoosa, Georgia. 

Meri G [Trudy] Myers, East Dorset, 
VT, Debra Jo MacDonald, Wells, VT, 
Amy MacDonald Slater  (Scott), War-
ren, VT, and Lori J Parker (Chrisse), 
Manchester Center, VT.  Trudy and her 
daughters  Debra, Amy and Lori are de-
scended from Cassius and Mary 
[Warfield] Clay. 

Hazel Settles and her  son Douglas 
Smith, Portsmouth, Virginia, descended 
from John Henry and Martha (King) Clay 
of Virginia and North Carolina. 

Hotel Information 
Be sure to get your reservations in early. Rooms are limited! 

Williamsburg Woodlands 
105 Visitor Center Drive  
Williamsburg, VA 23185 

The Reservations number is:  (888) 965-7254 
The "CFS Gathering" code is: 28014 
The Room rates are: Standard: $114; Suite: $144 
These rates apply three days before and after the dates of the meeting,  
so, from 6/23 (check in) through July 1 (check out July 2). 

Things to Know About Registration 

Clay Family Gathering Schedule Highlights 
Thursday  

 6-8 p.m.— Registration 
Friday  

 Registration continues 8-8:45 
Friday morning kicks off with keynote speaker Martha McCartney, an award-winning research 

historian and author of several non-fiction books, including Jordan’s Point, V irginia.  Martha’s 
talk will be followed by a panel of librarians, who will share what their libraries have to offer for 
researchers who are interested in early Virginia.  They represent the cream of the crop when it 
comes to Virginia genealogy! 
The afternoon is set aside for registrants and guests to visit Colonial Williamsburg, have a good 

meal at one of the many taverns and restaurants, and perhaps visit one of the libraries.  Heavily 
discounted passes to CW can be purchased with your registration or after you arrive.  Check out 
your touring options at http://www.visitwilliamsburg.com/ and make your dinner reservations 
early ‘cause this is primetime in Williamsburg! 
The evening is set aside for our traditional get-together social and dinner.  This year we have a 

special guest, Mary Theobald, a noted author who specializes in Virginia history.  She loves to 
uncover historical myths and will share some of them with us after dinner. 

Saturday 
We will travel to nearby Historic Jamestowne – a living archaeology site where we will be 

treated to a private tour.  Each person must purchase a ticket upon 
arrival.  If you have a Golden Age Passport, Senior Pass, or other pass, 
the charge is $5 each for you and three others.  Others pay $14.  See 
http://www.nps.gov/findapark/passes.htm. 
Box lunches will be served back at the hotel and will be followed by 

the biennial business meeting and additional presentations by CFS 
members.  After that, you are free to go – visit more of CW, find a 
good restaurant, hang out with others – whatever you like! 

Sunday  
Sunday morning we wrap up our gathering with your mini-reports on successes, problems, 

or ????  led by our own Charles Knighton. 
There is still an opportunity for a coach tour of the area on Sunday.  This year’s gathering is all 

about “On the James River,” so if you’d like to see how the earliest westward expansion started, 
sign up for the tour.  It will traverse the James, highlighting plantations plus Jordan’s Journey 
where John CLAYE was enumerated in 1624.   
Contact Mary Richardson (mrichsoncfs@gmail.com) for details. 

In your registration packet you will find that 
getting your Registration postmarked by 
May 15 will get you a discount! It is very 
important that we know how many people 
we will have. Members receive an additional 
discount! If you are not a member, or if your 
dues have lapsed, be sure to get the member-
ship form completed and in. You may in-
clude it with the Registration, but please 
write two checks, not one. 
Meals are not included in the Registra-

tion fees. You may choose the meals as you 
like. However, due to hotel regulations, you 

may not bring in your own food to the confer-
ence facility.  There are choices for children 
under 13, and if you have special dietary 
needs just let us know. 
There are three airports serving the Williams-

burg area:  Newport News, Richmond, and 
Norfolk.  Newport News is close by.  Rich-
mond is about 30 minutes away.  Norfolk is 
up to an hour away, but hosts more flights and 
airlines 
Rail service is also available to Richmond, 

Williamsburg, and Newport News.  


