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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

   I hope you have remained safe and 

well during these COVID times.   

  Thank goodness for the technology 

that has kept us connected to our family 

and friends!  And even more thanks to 

the vaccine technology and distribution 

strategy that has allowed us to get to-

ward normalcy. 

   I’m pleased to share that your board 

has continued operating during this past 

year.  We are especially grateful to our 

board members whose terms expired 

last June but who have continued in 

their roles since we were unable to vote 

for new directors when Gathering 2020 

was cancelled.  We have mushed on! 

   Many thanks also to our members 

who have used our new website to join, 

rejoin, or renew.  Our new website is an 

important vehicle for keeping CFS via-

ble.  Webmaster John Clay has more to 

share about this on page 2. 

   We are also excited about our data-

base and DNA projects where we’re 

gathering more data, including our out-

reach to find more DNA participants.  

This is an exciting time to learn more 

about all the various Clays!  Our Gene-

alogy /DNA project coordinator Pat 

Dunford has more to say about this on 

page 3. 

   Some of you have asked about our 

next Gathering.  We were so disap-

pointed that COVID forced us to cancel 

our 2020 Gathering, but we know it 

was the right decision.  Sadly, the 

board had to decide last February to 

cancel the 2021 Gathering.  We did so 

because there were still too many varia-

bles back then:  COVID uncertainty 

plus concerns that meeting digitally 

might be problematic due to time zone 

considerations not to mention Zoom  

fatigue.  We concluded 

that organizing a digital 

gathering was too much 

effort for the few who 

would attend. 

     Since we won’t be 

gathering in Richmond 

this year, the board has 

decided to move on to 

Texas, which we chose as our 2022 ven-

ue when we voted for our 2020 and 2022 

venues after our England Gathering.  We 

will do our best to include some Rich-

mond presentations when we gather next 

year.  I’m pleased to announce that my 

father, Finney Clay, has agreed to be our 

2022 Gathering Director.  Thanks, Dad! 

   Though we’re not meeting this year, 

digitally or otherwise, we still must cast 

some votes, including for the six board 

positions that need to be filled.  We need 

replacements for Pat Dunford (Vice 

President), Nancy Cook (Treasurer), 

Mary Richardson (Publications Direc-

tor), Linda Pittano (Director-at-large), 

Luke Clay (Director-at large serving as 

Membership chair), and webmaster John 

Clay. 

    Since this is Mary’s last newsletter, 

we are particularly determined to find a 

new Publications Director.  Please con-

tact me or her if you’re willing to take 

her place.  Until then, there won’t be 

another Pieces of Clay. 

   I appeal to all of you…please join our 

board to keep CFS alive and well.  The 

Clay Family Society has been a vibrant 

presence for decades, providing support 

to all Clays, no matter their roots.  We 

can continue this mission…with your 

help. 
 

Casie Branson 
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   Most of you know that our Society had a website – clayfamilysociety.org – for many 

years.  We were proud to have been amongst the first surname genealogy organizations 

that went online.  But times changed, and when our site became inadequate for our 

needs, we replaced it with a superior one:  clayfamilysociety.net.  After extensive devel-

opment and testing, it went live last July.  Of its many advantages, it has streamlined 

how members pay their dues.  The paper membership form has been eliminated because 

all the information that it requested can now be entered by a member in an online profile.  

Furthermore, payment options have been expanded to include auto-renewals.  Members 

who have no email address need not fear being left out.  We can still accommodate you!  

   If you haven’t yet logged in to tour our new site, we invite you to do so now.  The top 

of our home page looks like this on a PC: 

Hover over MEMBERS LOGIN (PRIVATE) in the upper left gold box.  Then click on 

LOGIN to access the screen where you can key in your user name and password.  If you 

can’t remember them, just click on “Forgot Password?”.  If you still have problems, 

please contact me.  Once you are logged in, you can access all the members-only infor-

mation via the black bar at the top of each screen. 

   If you are on a mobile device, tap the triple-bar “hamburger” icon in the left corner to 

access the gold MEMBERS LOGIN (PRIVATE) and the members-only “black bar” 

options.  Tap on the down arrow next to the gold bar at the top to select Login. 

   A key feature of our new site is the Clay Forum.  It is available to the public via the 

Public Menu on the left side of each PC page and at the bottom of each mobile page.  It 

is designed to attract new members who might be searching the web on topics that we’ve 

written about.  It can also answer members’ questions.  Click on Clay Forum to access 

the available topics.  We already have more than one page of topics, so be sure to check 

out the other pages via the page options at the bottom. 

   Notice that CFS members can comment on a posted article.  They can also submit an 

article to the CFS Publications Director publications@clayfamilysociety.net to have it 

considered for posting.  To plan your article, think about the benefits that it will provide 

to CFS.  A good post is a succinct article that helps attract new members, solves a mem-

bership problem, or solves a researcher problem.  Over time a great Clay Forum will 

have content that is worth reading, is well-written, and is freshened with new topics.  The 

CFS Publications Director can assist you with meeting these goals.  We look forward to 

hearing from you! 
 

Best Regards, 

John Clay, webmaster ashipmate@mac.com / webmaster@clayfamilysociety.net 

THE DERBYSHIRE 

MUSTER ROLL OF 1638  
 
   Posted by Dave on the Clay 

Family Society Facebook page 

14 February 2021 
 

   New English book: The Der-

byshire Muster Roll of 1638.  

   Transcribed by David Clay 

(of England UK), it contains 

17,308 names of all the men in 

the county of Derbyshire, Eng-

land, aged between 16 to 60 for 

the year of 1638 and gives their 

town or village of abode. There 

are 35 named Clay, Claye, and 

Cley.  

   Should anyone wish to pur-

chase a copy, the USA price is 

$26 and $12 postage  total 

$38. Pay by Bank Transfer or 

contact me for alternatives. 
 

David Clay 

dmclay@btinternet.com 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW WEBSITE! 

Announcements appear here 

DAVE CLAY  

REPORTS 

https://clayfamilysociety.net/
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MOVING FORWARD WITH OUR 

GENEALOGIES, DNA...AND YOU! 

For me, it’s personal… 
 

   Recently, with the advent of a new website, a new genealogy database, and a 

new “member management system” as well as increased activity with the 

FTDNA Clay Project, we’ve been deluged with hiccups, miscommunications, 

and misunderstandings.  

   A couple of times I’ve found myself answering a question, only to later find  

information from a few years ago that addressed the same “fact finding,” lead-

ing me to determine that I had been wrong with one or the other conclusions. 

Those of you who know me well can imagine how much lead was in that bal-

loon! 

   So at my “advanced age” my remembory isn’t so good, and if it weren’t for 

honed search skills and never discarding an email or file, I’d be in serious trou-

ble.  

   Right now, we are trying to update the genealogies for our new website, 

which means that many of those “earliest known Clay ancestors” (EKCA) need 

to be revisited, and where possible, integrated with their particular “family.” 

The yDNA and autosomal DNA results are extremely helpful…not necessarily 

in finding or proving “Grampa and Gramma” but certainly in determining who 

is NOT them. And that’s critical.  We have perhaps ten EKCAs who seem to 

come from Mitchell and Phoebe (Belcher) Clay but finding out the specific 

generational connection evades us. The written record is just not there…yet. 

   Nonetheless we’re having some success. I’ve written to a few of you to 

note some changes, and there will be more, reported here as we can. But, 

there’s never enough time.  So I’m here to ask you…when you find a good 

source of information that disagrees with some conclusions we’ve made, 

please send a note to vice-president@clayfamilysociety.net. We can work 

together, and when we can’t reach a conclusion, we will document the infor-

mation, along with sources, so our successors have a good start.  

   We are also pleased to have John Stewart Clay and Bill Schultz working on 

both the genealogical record and the DNA. You may be hearing from them as 

well.  

   I started this with “it’s personal.” Working ten fingers in six pies today, I real-

ized how important the personal connections are in addition to the “records.” 

Looking up a record a while ago, I found an email trail from 2008 on a Roots 

List that included some folks who are recent members of the Clay Family Soci-

ety. I found myself being able to resolve an issue just by reviewing particulars 

about an incident from years ago.  

   We know that many of you are having to learn new ways of doing things, and 

we appreciate that you have shown yourselves to be the lovely, resilient folks I 

remember from the past. Thank you! What a contrast this is to other “genealogy 

groups” where it’s a very impersonal, “just the facts ma’am” atmosphere.  

I thank all of you for your contributions to our group, and for remaining 

“forever” in my database, even if we don’t get to talk in person much anymore.  

I hope you will remain patient with us, offer your services where you can, and 

above all, keep on remembering we all have feet of Clay.  

   Keep it personal! 

Pat Dunford 

SPEAKING OF 

DNA... 

...we want yours! 
 

 

 

WHO:  

If your ancestry includes the surname 

Clay, this applies to YOU. 
 

WHY:  

With the increasing thousands of peo-

ple who are having their DNA tested, 

we will soon be able to break down 

many Clay ancestry brick walls…if we 

are organized and inclusive. 
 

WHAT:  

IF you have tested your  autosomal 

(atDNA) at Family Tree DNA 

(FTDNA), please join the Clay Pro-

ject:  https://tinyurl.com/26u9rzdx.  

(FTDNA’s atDNA test is called  

“Family Finder.”) 
 

IF you have tested your  DNA at one 

of the other autosomal testing compa-

nies (AncestryDNA, 23andMe, My 

Heritage, etc.), please upload your 

results to FTDNA and join the Clay 

Project.  
 

IF you have done a yDNA or  

mtDNA test at FTDNA, please consid-

er adding an autosomal test if you 

haven’t already…not just for you but 

for others. 
 

IF you know a living male who is 

surnamed Clay, CFS will help pay for 

a yDNA test if we don’t already know 

his line. 
 

HOW:  

Learn how to upload your atDNA to 

our Clay Project at https://tinyurl.com/

rryn8dfp 
 

Learn about the value of DNA to an-

cestry research here: 

https://tinyurl.com/yn2835p8 

https://tinyurl.com/ys56848c 
 

If you need more help or information, 

write to Pat Dunford pldunford@cox.net. 

mailto:veep@clayfamilysociety.org
https://tinyurl.com/26u9rzdx
https://tinyurl.com/rryn8dfp
https://tinyurl.com/rryn8dfp
https://tinyurl.com/yn2835p8
https://tinyurl.com/ys56848c
mailto:pldunford@cox.net
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Jul 11, 2020 

By Linda Blackford, Lexington Herald-Leader 

 

LEXINGTON, Ky. (AP) — “But I am free from American 

slavery, after wearing the galling chains on my limbs 53 

years 9 of which it has been my unhappy lot to be the slave 

of Henry Clay. It has been said by some, that Clay’s slaves 

had rather live with him than be free, but I had rather this 

day, have a millstone tied to my neck, and be sunk to the 

bottom of Detroit river, than to go back to Ashland and be 

his slave for life.” – Lewis Richardson, March 13, 1846 

   Three months before Richardson gave this impassioned 

speech in Ontario, Ashland’s overseer had stripped off his 

shirt and lashed him 150 times. Richardson’s crime was to 

return a little after 5 a.m. from visiting his wife, who was 

enslaved at a farm about three miles away from Ashland. 

He and his wife agreed he must escape, so not long after, 

he made his way along the Underground Railroad to Ontar-

io. In March, he gave a speech that has provided crucial, 

damning details about the lives of the enslaved at Ashland: 

   “During the 9 years living with Mr. Clay, he has not giv-

en me a hat nor cap to wear, nor a stitch of bed clothes, 

except one small coarse blanket. Yet he has said publicly 

his slaves were “fat and slick!” But I say if they are, it is 

not because they are so well used by him. They have noth-

ing but coarse bread and meat to eat, and not enough of 

that. They are allowanced every week. For each field hand 

is allowed one peck of coarse corn meal and meat in pro-

portion, and no vegetables of any kind. Such is the treat-

ment that Henry Clay’s slaves receive from him.” 

   Long ignored or written out of Ashland’s history, Rich-

ardson and the other 121 enslaved people are now the cen-

terpiece of the new tour titled “Traces: Slavery at Ash-

land.” It’s given every day at 1 p.m. now that Ashland has 

reopened. The timing is right, given America’s new histori-

cal reckonings, although Ashland officials have been work-

ing on the tour for several years. 

   In 2016, executive director Jim Clark and Curator Eric 

Brooks got an email from a Cincinnati woman who had 

done the traditional Ashland tour. 

   “She found our interpretive marker about slavery to be 

lacking in content, and said it sounded like we were apolo-

gists for Henry’s position for slavery,” Clark said. “That 

started us thinking about the language we were using and 

the stories that were not being told.” 

   They received a Local History Trust Fund Grant from the 

Kentucky Historical Society and held a listening session at 

the Lyric Theater to hear from people who had oral histories 

about Ashland passed down through their families. They 

also hired two consultants, Ashley Smith, executive director 

of Black Soil and Amy Taylor, a University of Kentucky 

history professor, to shape the tour of the unsavory side of 

America’s Great Compromiser, who, like his many peers, 

talked about the evils of slavery while living off its bounty. 

   “He owned enslaved people his whole life and never wa-

vered from that,” Brooks said. “This brings new truth to his 

story.” 

   Smith is giving two Traces tours a week, because it hews 

so closely to her organization’s mission. Black Soil wants to 

reconnect black Kentuckians to their legacy and heritage in 

agriculture. Ashland is a good starting point. 

   Clay was considered an innovator in agriculture, particu-

larly in hemp, which was made easier when enslaved labor 

did the back-breaking work required to extract the fibers 

used to make rope and cloth. Ashland was also an important 

Thoroughbred breeding center. 

   Smith starts the tour along the old farm road, barely visi-

ble and parallel to the formal Ashland garden, where they 

believe the enslaved lived on what was then a 660-acre plan-

tation. Nothing remains of those structures, and the stories 

of their inhabitants have been slowly and sadly pieced to-

gether from farm records and letters. People like Tom Todd, 

who saved up extra money making shoes, perhaps to buy his 

freedom or that of a loved one. When the money was stolen, 

he hung himself in a corn crib. 

   “His money represented his hope and when that hope was 

taken, he chose to take his own life,” Smith said. 

   She emphasizes two words: Resistance and resilience. 

Resistance from people like Charlotte Dupuy, who was 

bought by Clay for $450 after she married Aaron Dupuy, 

who was already Ashland chattel. Charlotte Dupuy traveled 

with the family to Washington, D.C., and there, sued Clay 

for her freedom because her mother had been born free. She 

lost the case and stayed enslaved by the Clays until the 

1840s, along with her children Charles and Mary Ann. 

   Nor does the tour shy away from one of slavery’s most 

shameful secrets: The exploitation and rape of enslaved 

women by their owners. Phoebe Moore was bought by  

 

Continued on page 5 

A Kentucky tour brings ‘new truth’ to the Henry Clay story 

This article is reprinted with the permission of the Lexington Herald-Leader.  It is now behind a paywall, so the Herald-

Leader’s cooperation is greatly appreciated.  All the accompanying photos were taken on 12 March 2020 by Marcus Dorsey 

MDORSEY@HERALD-LEADER.COM 

— Editor 

mailto:mdorsey@herald-leader.com
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Continued from page 4 

 

Henry Clay, according to her obituary, and claimed to have 

two children by Clay. Mary Ann Dupuy had a mixed race 

child named Henry. DNA evidence does not exist to prove 

these connections, but Ashland officials are still looking. 

This kind of sexual exploitation “was more of the rule than 

the exception,” Smith said. 

   For Smith, America cannot heal from its original sin until 

it’s willing to acknowledge that its great economic power 

was built on slavery. It’s something many white people 

have been unwilling to face, so it was kept out of the public 

discourse. With tours like these, both Black and white peo-

ple can better understand the nation’s beginnings. 

   “We see Traces as a tool that can help recenter Black 

America at the heart of American agriculture,” she said. 

“Institutions are taking the right step to say ‘we can’t lie 

about this anymore.'” 

   Smith said that many have been willing listeners to the 

tour, especially white people who just in the past few 

months realize how much they do not understand about 

race and our history. 

   During the pandemic especially, Ashland has provided 

shade and peace to many neighbors who picnic and walk 

their dogs on its paths. But they are mostly white and may 

not understand that Ashland also represents a place of un-

imaginable pain and suffering. 

   “There’s so much work to be done,” she said. “This tour 

is a great beginning point for white and Black people, but 

primarily white people, to really understand slavery and all 

that went to support it.” 
 

 

 

A Kentucky tour brings ‘new truth’ to the Henry Clay story 

Curator and Site Manager Eric Brooks, center-right, 

leads a tour through the Henry Clay Estate highlight-

ing the history of Henry Clay’s slaves that lived on 

property. 

Portrait of Charles Dupuy, one of the 

enslaved at Henry Clay’s Ashland. 

Curator and Site Manager Eric Brooks, center-right, 

leads a tour through the Henry Clay Estate highlight-

ing the history of Henry Clay’s slaves that lived on 

property. 

Curator and Site Manager Eric Brooks, left, leads a 

tour through the Henry Clay Estate highlighting the 

history of Henry Clay’s slaves that lived on property. 

Ashland, The Henry Clay Estate began giving tours 

highlighting the history of Henry Clay’s slaves that 

lived on property. 
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   On the heels of the previous article, I offer this 

2016 Antiques Roadshow segment (https://

tinyurl.com/29k6pmad). 
 

   Appraiser:  The first reference to a julep cup 

actually occurs in 1785 in a book that talks about 

home remedies.  The julep was considered a rem-

edy for stomach ailments.  You hold it by the edg-

es because the cup, being made of silver tradition-

ally or occasionally pewter, you don’t want to 

transfer heat to the drink....What is interesting 

about the history of the mint julep is that it started 

in, we think, Virginia, became popular, and 

moved to other areas like Kentucky [and was 

made popular in travel documents]…. 

   Henry Clay, the senator from Kentucky, is given 

credit for making the mint julep popular as he 

brought it to Washington, DC, in the 19th century 

and introduced it to the Willard Hotel and then 

spread to most other bars where the rich and 

wealthy and powerful men had cocktails…. 
 

Like many of us, I keep bumping 

into Sen. Henry Clay, but this was 

unexpected.  Here is one of my 

julep cups.  Who knew?! 
 

Mary Richardson 

 
   The New England Historic and Genealogical 

Society elected Sen. Henry Clay to become a 

member in 1847, just two years after the society  

was founded.  Today, the NEHGS recognizes his 

early membership with a donor level called the 

Henry Clay Circle. 
 

 

   Blogger Elyce Feliz posted a lengthy article 

about Cassius Marcellus Clay (1810-1903):  

https://tinyurl.com/nzjyeewz.  It includes many 

quotes from his writings to support her narrative.  

Some may say that his 2nd cousin Sen. Henry 

eclipsed him, but his story is equally compelling.  

Elyce’s post mentions another Cassius Marcellus 

Clay, aka Muhammad Ali.  When she wrote this, 

she likely didn’t know that that Ali’s DNA (via 

his brother) connects him to immigrant John 

Claye.  This is a great example of why it’s im-

portant to study our DNA! 

   A documentary about immigrant John Claye and his descendants is 

in the works!  It has been a dream of CFS member and John Claye 

descendant Leontyne (Clay) Peck for years.  Her hope was to collab-

orate with her friend, documentary film maker Eduardo Montes-

Bradley (https://tinyurl.com/6h9e9hmr).  And now she has! 

   She pitched the idea of his producing a film about John Claye’s 

descendants, including the narrative that the CFS board adopted for 

the cancelled 2020 Gathering:  “Clays United  Family Histories in 

Black and White.” 

   Eduardo makes only a few films per year.  It’s exciting that he has 

chosen to include this one amongst his 2021 projects! 

   To plan for this documentary, some Clay descendants met with 

Eduardo via Zoom to explore ideas and focus the objective.  The 

outcome will be a film of about 30 minutes to be released around 

September 1, 2021. 

   Funding is partially reliant upon crowdfunding, so a YouTube 

trailer was produced:  https://tinyurl.com/vj65xedd. 

   The Clay Family Society is proud to be amongst those who have 

contributed significant seed money to get this film off the ground.  

We encourage others to contribute...whatever you can:  https://

tinyurl.com/kej3xapj. 

   Leontyne welcomes your questions and comments.  You can reach 

her at leontynepeck@gmail.com. 
 
 

Mary Richardson 

Editor 

SEN. HENRY CLAY 

FACTOIDS 
THE LEGACY OF JOHN CLAY 
Black and White Descendants of a Virginia Planter 

the NEHGS. 

https://tinyurl.com/29k6pmad
https://tinyurl.com/29k6pmad
https://www.blogger.com/profile/02186284669812274877
https://tinyurl.com/nzjyeewz
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduardo_Montes-Bradley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduardo_Montes-Bradley
https://tinyurl.com/6h9e9hmr
https://tinyurl.com/vj65xedd
https://tinyurl.com/kej3xapj
https://tinyurl.com/kej3xapj
mailto:leontynepeck@gmail.com
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   An address to the Jamestowne Socie-

ty, May 6, 1995 by the late Robert 

Young Clay (4 September 1936 - 6 

May 2010), renowned Clay researcher 

and speaker, Archivist for the Library 

of Virginia, and artist.[i]  

 

   I have the honor today to introduce 

you to my immigrant ancestor, John 

Clay. Like so many of our early Vir-

ginia ancestors, he was of precious 

little consequence in the Virginia of his 

time. He is not known to have held any 

governmental or ecclesiastical post and 

the small military honor ascribed to 

him by later generations cannot now be 

documented. He is not an ancestor 

through whom one can trace to early 

kings and ancient gods. Indeed, he is 

not known to have any provable ances-

tors. His greatest, one might say only, 

claim to fame is simply that he got 

here early – 1612 or 13, that he sur-

vived despite frightening odds and that 

it is possible to prove descent from 

him. He is therefore a qualifier for 

membership in the Order of First Fam-

ilies of Virginia, the Jamestown Socie-

ty, the Descendants of Ancient Plant-

ers, and perhaps other such organiza-

tions. His descendants are legion, in 

fact so vast as to fail to think of them-

selves as one family. They have spread 

out from Jordan’s Journey on the south 

bank of James River in what is now 

Prince George County to all corners of 

this nation and have contributed their 

worth, or lack of it, to every facet of 

American life. 

   It is an axiom of genealogical re-

search that nothing is ever more boring 

than someone else’s ancestors. I do not  

wish to bore those of you who do not 

descend from John Clay. I simply ask 

that you accept this talk in the spirit in 

which it is intended –  not as a prideful 

account of my ancestor but as a warn-

ing to all researchers, using John Clay 

as an example. By trying to separate 

fact from fiction concerning John’s life, 

I would hope to encourage all of you to 

be very careful in your research and to 

be very skeptical of all claims concern-

ing our early Virginia ancestors. We 

now have spent over three hundred 

years (388) imagining, misreading, 

misinterpreting, embroidering and 

simply lying about the founders of our 

early families. The product of those 

three hundred years of ancestral en-

hancement is often far from being ei-

ther genealogical or historical truth. I 

cannot warn too strongly against gulli-

bly accepting the claims of past re-

searchers.  

   Let’s begin with a short biographical 

sketch of John Clay, including many of 

the claims that have been made about 

him.  

   He is said to have been Captain John 

Thomas Clay, an English Grenadier in 

the King’s service who arrived in Vir-

ginia in 1613 aboard the boat 

“Treasurer.”  He was the son of 

wealthy parents who entrusted him to 

the care of Sir Walter Raleigh and who 

furnished him with the handsome en-

dowment or legacy of £10,000. Based 

on research said to have been done by 

Miss Margaret Clay of Washington, 

working in the “Museum of London” 

and the College of Arms, it is claimed 

that John Clay’s father was Sir John 

Clay, Coal Baron of Wales, who was  

Immigrant John Claye 

   Having observed confusion and misinformation about immigrant John Claye, Pat Dunford and I 

thought it’d be worthwhile to reprint Robert Young Clay’s 1995 presentation to the Jamestowne 

Society.  It is on our website under Notable Clays:  John Clay(e) (Abt. 1595?-Abt. 1655?) 

(https://tinyurl.com/2f76cbzz).  Members must be logged in to see the entire article.  It is reprint-

ed here in its entirety. 

— Editor Robert Young Clay 

knighted by Elizabeth I. His father 

was John Clay of Gloucester, the son 

of John Clay who was the son of Sir 

John Clay who had been knighted by 

Edward IV following the battle of 

Tewkesbury in 1471. John, the Vir-

ginia immigrant, is said to have mar-

ried his first wife Ann, surname un-

known, in England before he sailed 

for Virginia and to have brought her 

here in 1623, after he had prepared “a 

comfortable home.” Their four chil-

dren were Francis Clay, resident of 

Northumberland and later West-

moreland Counties; William Clay, 

who lived at Weynoke in Charles City 

County north of the river; Thomas 

Clay of Lawnes Creek in Surry Coun-

ty and Charles Clay, later of Henrico 

Southside. To this list, John Bennet 

Boddie added as a fifth son, John Clay 

of Isle of Wight County.  

   Now – Please forget what I have just 

said because almost everything in this 

sketch appears to be pure fiction: 

Let’s examine the origin of these 

claims. 

   —He was first called Captain in 

Mary Rogers Clay’s genealogy, the 

Clay Family, published by the Filson 

Club in Louisville in 1899.  

   —He is first called a Grenadier in 

the King’s service in the so-called 

“Green Clay Manuscript,” which is 

undated but which appears from inter-

nal evidence to have been written after 

1844. 

  —His name was simply John Clay – 

not John Thomas Clay. The middle 

name was added by a researcher in 

this century when he transcribed the 
 

Continued on page 8 

https://clayfamilysociety.net/potshards/john-claye-1613-fact-fiction/
https://tinyurl.com/2f76cbzz
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signature by mark of a John Clay of  

Isle of Wight County, written “John I 

Clay”, as “John T Clay.” He decided 

the misread letter must stand for 

Thomas and that it was the signature of 

John Clay the Immigrant, thereby cre-

ating John Thomas Clay. The “I” of 

course was merely an old form of “J” – 

his mark for John. Middle names were 

then almost unknown, but for the occa-

sional “alias” double name, which al-

most always indicated bastardy. 

   —He did indeed arrive, by his own 

testimony, on the “Treasurer” in Feb-

ruary, 1613 – more about that later – 

but the claim that he had anything to 

do with Sir Walter Raleigh cannot be 

substantiated and that he brought with 

him £10,000, a story first put forward 

by Porter Clay, is absurd. Porter was a 

brother of Senator Henry Clay of Ken-

tucky. He was a talented cabinet mak-

er, a memorable Baptist preacher but a 

rather poor historian. 

   —The four generations of English 

ancestors assigned to John appear to be 

pure fiction. No John Clay can be doc-

umented as having been knighted by 

Elizabeth I. There is no known title 

“Coal Baron of Wales” or Baron Cole 

– and baron in the 19th Century sense 

of robber baron was not then used de-

spite the fact that Wales is indeed full 

of coal. No John Clay can be docu-

mented as having been knighted by 

Edward IV after the Battle of Tewkes-

bury and the intervening generations 

between the two knights are filled with 

two John Clays who cannot be identi-

fied. Miss Margaret Clay of Washing-

ton is unknown. There is no “Museum 

of History” in London and the British 

Museum has not disclosed such rec-

ords, if that was the “museum” being 

referred to. Private research is not al-

lowed in the College of Arms, research 

there being limited to contractual re-

search performed by officers and offi-  

cials of the college, and they have no 

record of the claimed pedigree. The 

truth is quite simple. Absolutely noth-

ing is known of John Clay before he 

began his trip to Virginia. 

  —Mary Rogers Clay’s claim that John 

married his wife Ann before coming to 

Virginia cannot be confirmed and a 

wait of ten years before importation 

seems rather improbable. 

   —The four sons assigned to John are 

based on a list of Clays sent to Mary 

Rogers Clay by the Rev. Phillip South-

all of Amelia, who appears to have 

done much of the Virginia research 

towards Mrs. Clay’s genealogy. She 

misunderstood that Mr. Southall had 

merely sent her a list of early Virginia 

Clays, thinking he had furnished a list 

of the sons of the Immigrant. After the 

publication of Mrs. Clay’s genealogy, 

Mr. Southall published a disclaimer in 

the Virginia Magazine of History and 

Biography. Only William and Charles 

can be proven to be sons of John. Mr. 

Boddie’s placement of John Clay of 

Isle of Wight County as a son was first 

challenged by Minnie Gathright Cook. 

Mrs. Cook was an extremely fine gene-

alogist who could and did mount formi-

dable attacks against anyone who pub-

lished what she considered to be genea-

logical nonsense. In a letter to James 

Branch Cabell in 1951, Mrs. Cook said 

that Mr. Boddie “now accepts my ver-

sion.”  

    Let’s now look at the few facts about 

John Clay that can be documented.  

   —He appears in the Muster of 21 

January 1624/5 as a resident of Jor-

dan’s Journey, south of James River in 

Charles City County. He states that he 

arrived in the “Treasurer” in February 

1613, that his wife Ann arrived in the 

“Ann” in August 1623 and that his 

servant William Nicholls, age 26, ar-

rived in the “Dutie” in May 1619. He 

had as provisions, 30 bushels of corn, 1 

hundred weight of fish (or 1 hundred  

Immigrant John Claye 

fish, the record is not clear), 2 lbs 

powder, 20 lbs shot, 3 pieces, mean-

ing guns, 1 armour, 1 stele coat, 2 neat 

cattle, 1 swine, 10 poultry and 1 

house.  

   —In 1635, he patented 1200 acres 

on Ward’s Creek in what is now 

Prince George County, 100 acres due 

him as an “Ancient Planter” and 1100 

acres for the transportation of twenty-

two persons. The names of the head-

rights are not listed indicating that the 

patent was a renewal of an earlier pa-

tent of unknown date. He also had 

other lands south of the river and at 

least one tract near Westover on the 

north side of the river. 

   —Researchers seem now agreed 

that his marriage to Ann likely took 

place here rather than in England. She 

is assumed to be the mother of John’s 

son William. At some later date, John 

married a second wife, Elizabeth, 

whose surname is also unknown, who 

was the mother of Charles. After John 

Clay’s death, Elizabeth his widow 

married a close neighbour, Captain 

John Wall, and after Wall’s death, she 

married John Tate. That Elizabeth was 

the mother of Charles Clay is proven 

by a deed of gift of two ewe lambs 

from Captain Wall to his “sonne in 

law Charles Clay,” 3 October 1660. 

Elizabeth Clay Wall is the subject of 

several depositions in 1662 when she 

was involved in a brawl with an Indi-

an servant who hit her, bit her and 

tried to force her head into an “oven 

then red hot & ready for bread to be 

set therein.” Our early ancestors were 

such a gentle lot! 

   —John Clay died at an unknown 

date. From the manner in which his 

property passed to his heir-at-law Wil-

liam Clay, it would appear that he 

died intestate. William lived north of 

the river and several records concern-

ing him have survived in the Charles 

City County and Virginia Land Office  

 

Continued on page 9 
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records. His widow Emlin Clay was 

executrix of William’s will, no copy of 

which is known to have survived. 

There is no indication that they had 

children. 

   —It would appear from the few ex-

tant records that John Clay the immi-

grant had but one son who left issue, 

Charles Clay, who later moved into 

what is now Chesterfield County. He 

married Hannah Wilson, daughter of 

John Wilson, Sr., an Indian Trader 

who lived on the north side of the Ap-

pomattox River near the present Pe-

tersburg. Charles was also involved in 

the Indian trade as were several of his 

sons. 

   It seems unlikely that the few records 

that have survived will furnish further 

information about John Clay’s life. 

Unless new records are found one can 

only re-examine and re-appraise those 

that are known to exist. Have they 

been correctly used and interpreted? 

Has every scrap of data been thorough-

ly understood?  —The Muster of 

1624/5 provides by far the most infor-

mation about John and it documents 

his arrival in Virginia. 

   —The earliest known Clay family 

Bible record dates from the last years 

of the 18th century, but it contains as its 

earliest entry the birth of Henry Clay, a 

great-grandson of the immigrant, on 3 

September 1711. 

   —The earliest genealogical compila-

tion on the family is the so-called 

“Green Clay Manuscript,” which was 

owned by General Green Clay of Rich-

mond, Kentucky. Green, a great-great 

grandson of John the Immigrant was 

born in what is now Powhatan County 

in 1757 and he is said to have had a 

keen interest in the history of his fami-

ly from an early date. Whatever his 

family interest and knowledge may 

have been, the manuscript, which con-

tains a chart and several pages of  

notes, appears to have been made up 

after 1844. It chiefly concerns the 

Green family and the Clay line as 

traced therein contains claims that can 

easily be proven incorrect.  

   —The records of the Virginia Land 

Office contain almost all that is known 

of John’s land dealings and proof of the 

descent of his land after his death. The 

earliest extant Charles City County 

records, dating from 1655, contain 

some few references to John’s family.  

   —The most intriguing records that 

have bearing on John’s life concern the 

boat on which he traveled when he 

came to Virginia and in these records 

there may well be room for further 

study.  

   The “Treasurer” appears to have been 

owned by Samuel Argall and Sir Rob-

ert Rich, Earl of Warwick. Argall was 

later to become deputy governor of 

Virginia under Lord De La Ware and 

still later to have become Sir Samuel. 

He was from East Sutton, Kent and was 

brother to Elizabeth Argall Filmer, wife 

of Sir Edward Filmer and mother of 

Major Henry Filmer immigrant to Vir-

ginia. Elizabeth Argall Filmer was the 

great-great grandmother of William, 

Lucy, and Martha Green who were 

later to marry into the Clay family with 

such astounding genetic results. The 

“Treasurer” was not an ordinary immi-

grant boat. It was an armored man-of-

war and sailed from England 23 July 

1612 under command of Samuel Argall 

who held a royal warrant to remove 

French settlers from those areas 

claimed by Virginia. It carried sixty or 

sixty-two soldiers and a few settlers. 

Likely, with the strong but unprovable 

military tradition attached to John Clay, 

he was one of those soldiers.  

   After a crossing of about seven weeks 

“fifty leagues north of the Azores,” 

they “Fell with the Coast of Virginia, in 

the Latitude of fortie degrees” on Sep-

tember 12. The City of Philadelphia  

Immigrant John Claye 

lies at 40° latitude. Virginia, please 

remember, was a bit larger than now! 

On the 17th of September the 

“Treasurer” arrived at Point Comfort 

and proceeded to Jamestown Island 

where it stayed for a short time while 

the men repaired a damaged boat or 

boats found there and in pursuing the 

Indians with Sir Thomas Dale in an 

attempt to obtain corn. About the be-

ginning of November, 1612, the 

“Treasurer” took Sir Thomas Gates to 

Smith’s Island to investigate the pos-

sibility of establishing settlers there. 

They returned to Point Comfort and 

on the 1st of December again left in 

search of corn. They returned after a 

successful voyage, arriving in Jame-

stown on the 1st of January and then 

going to Point Comfort where they 

arrived the 1st of February, 1612.  

   Please remember that John Clay said 

he arrived in Virginia in February, 

1613. Did he actually arrive in Sep-

tember, 1612, and remain with the 

ship until February, 1613? Was that 

the end of his enlistment and did he 

provide the 1613 date because he then 

became a settler?[ii]  

   The answer will likely never be 

known. Interestingly, it was this same 

boat, The Treasurer, that in 1613 

[sic], captured Pocahontas and 

brought her a prisoner to Jamestown 

and in the Spring of 1616 took her and 

several other Indians to London. It 

was also the ship that escorted the 

Dutch vessel that was long thought to 

have brought the first Negroes to Vir-

ginia and even later the Treasurer was 

accused of various acts of piracy 

against the Spanish. John Clay may 

well have been a very dull character, 

but the boat on which he arrived in 

Virginia had a very colourful career.  

   John Clay, like so many other early 

Virginia immigrants awaits his  
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discovery by a fuller and more under-

standing examination of English rec-

ords which are only beginning to be 

used for the great genealogical treas-

ures they contain. We have made at-

tempts at extracting historical data 

therefrom but very little has been done 

from a genealogical standpoint. With 

ignorance and naiveté so great that I 

am almost embarrassed to admit doing 

so, I tried to locate John Clay in Lon-

don. After two or three days of reading 

wills in the Public Record Office in 

Chancery Land, I gave up. The pro-

bates were in Latin and many of the 

wills might as well have been in 

Greek. It was colder and damper inside 

the Public Record Office than outside 

and the charms of London’s churches, 

museums, gardens and pubs called. I 

found many John Clays – none of 

whom could be identified as John Clay 

the Ancient Planter of Virginia.  

   It may well be that John’s true ances-

try and the names of his wives will 

never be known. If the problem is 

solved success will depend on the dis-

covery of now unknown early Charles 

City County records and/or on a much 

more intensive and knowledgeable 

search of English sources than has yet 

been undertaken. 

The Clays are by no means alone in 

their need of such research. Many, 

many other Virginia families cannot be 

traced back across the Atlantic. 

   Why could there not be a fund estab-

lished to finance good solid and thor-

ough genealogical work in England, 

perhaps administered by one of the 

societies concerned with early 

17th Century Virginians – a fund sup-

ported jointly by these groups and by 

other interested contributors. While 

such research is almost prohibitively 

expensive for an individual because of 

the great amount of research time re-

quired, a common assault on the  

problem by many contributors might 

well produce results. By whatever 

method, the work is badly in need of 

being done. 

   I would encourage all of you to 

search more diligently for the facts 

concerning your Virginia family found-

ers and to take great care in what you 

claim about them. Be absolutely certain 

of the records you use and of your in-

terpretation of them. If your research is 

not done with meticulous care, you will 

merely add to the body of genealogical 

fantasy with which they are already 

surrounded. Please view them honestly 

and help by your good research to pre-

sent a true genealogical and historical 

picture of their lives – a view that they 

so richly deserve. 

 
 

[i]In addition to giving the speech to the 

Jamestowne Society, Bob Clay deliv-

ered the speech to the Clay Family So-

ciety around 2000. I received a copy of 

the speech on 5 Nov 2008 from the late 

Bill LaBach of Kentucky. Any errors 

are mine. – PLDunford  

 
[ii]To understand the chronology, the 

calendar used in England and her colo-

nies until 1752 was the Julian Calen-

dar, which, among other things, had the 

year beginning on March 1. Therefore, 

events occurring in November, Decem-

ber, January, and February 1612 oc-

curred in the order listed.  The year 

1613 began on March 1. There is a 

sixteen month time span between the 

first arrival at Point Comfort in Sep-

tember 1612 and the date given by John 

Claye as his arrival in the colony of 

February 1613.  The Gregorian Calen-

dar, in use today with its January 1 new 

year, was developed well before 1752  

but was instituted gradually and spo-

radically throughout the western world. 

Thus, modern researchers sometimes 

use “double dating” from January to 

March (e.g. the February 1612 date 

here would be 1 January 1612/13) to 

Immigrant John Claye 

help people understand that the date 

would fall in different years, depend-

ing on the calendar used (Julian, “Old 

Style” or “OS,” and Gregorian, “New 

Style” or “NS”).  It is easier to just 

indicate that date as 1 January 1612 

OS, if necessary.  – PLDunford, Tuc-

son, Arizona, 2016 

The Story of Alice Boyse Edloe  

and  

The Land that became “Wilton” 

   Author Mary Ellen Howe is the 12g

-granddaughter of Alice Boyse Edloe, 

ancestor of Richard Bailey, who was 

a pioneer settler of Bluefield, WV.  

Richard’s wife was Elizabeth Anne 

“Annie” Belcher, sister of Phoebe 

who married Mitchell Clay. 

   This booklet is chock full of histo-

ry, including maps, about the earliest 

English settlers in Virginia.  Mention 

of Jordan’s Point and “Capt. Ward’s 

plantation” reminded me of the places 

where immigrant John Claye lived. 

   The Edloe’s vast property in eastern 

Henrico Co. ended up with William 

Randolph, who built the brick house  

that was disassembled and rebuilt to 

save it on Wilton Rd. in Richmond.  

Just a few blocks from where I used 

to live.  Wilton House is now a muse-

um:  https://tinyurl.com/jyj33kyf. 

   To purchase a copy, send $12 to the 

Mercer Co. Historical Society, P.O. 

Box 5012, Princeton, WV  24749 
 

Mary Richardson 

https://tinyurl.com/jyj33kyf
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CFS Needs YOU! 
 

   As President Casie stated, we 

need to fill six positions: 
 

 Vice President Pat Dunford 

 Treasurer Nancy Cook 

 Publications director (Pieces of 

Clay) Mary Richardson 

 Director at Large Linda Pittano 

 Luke Clay (Director-at large 

serving as Membership chair) 

 Webmaster John Clay 
 

   One member has expressed 

interest in joining the board, but 

we need others to step up.  If you 

would like to know more before 

you commit, please contact the 

current office holder.  The email 

address for each is on page 1. 

   We hope you will consider 

serving.  It’s a great way to get 

more involved with CFS!  We 

need your leadership to keep our 

society vital for years to come!! 

 

   On a personal 

note, being a CFS   

member has been 

life-changing, 

even more so 

after I joined the 

board where I 

have been an editor and publisher 

for numerous CFS missives, in-

cluding Pieces of Clay.  I deeply  

appreciate all who have helped 

me.  Thank you! 

   On behalf of my fellow board 

retirees, I will close with this.  

Please… 

Mary  

 

NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

Welcome to Our New Members!   

Look How We’ve Grown!! 
Brenda Beckner of Keller , TX, de-

scends from Mitchell and Phoebe 

(Belcher) Clay via their daughter Mary 

who married Ralph Stewart. 

 

Susan Bockman of Algonquin, IL, 

descends from Mitchell Clay Jr and 

Judith Clay via their son Henry who 

married Honor Ann Harper. 

 

Charley Clay and his children – Jessi-

ca of Austin, TX, and Henry of San 

Francisco, CA – descend from Mitchell 

and Phoebe (Belcher) Clay via their son 

William and more recently via Leander 

Bascomb Clay. 

 

Keith Clay of Vancouver , British Co-

lumbia, descends from Edward Clay, b. 

1655, and Elizabeth Rodes (1670-1720) 

of Oxfordshire, England. 

 

Tiffany Clay of Daytona Beach, FL, 

descends from Mitchell and Phoebe 

(Belcher) Clay via Leander Bascomb 

Clay.  Tiffany’s father is long-time 

member, the late Baker “Bob” Clay. 

 

William Irving Clay, his daughter  

Lynette Hartmann, and her  son Wil-

liam Clay Hartmann of Lansdowne, 

VA, descend from Eleazar Clay and 

Jane Apperson via their son Phineas 

and his son Phineas. 

 

Patricia Clay-Jolly of Dallas, TX, 

descends from Henry Clay and Lucy 

Green via their son Thomas who mar-

ried Susannah Watkins. 

 

Carol Dehan of Houston, TX, is 

member Joan Lowe’s daughter.  They 

descend from Mitchell and Phoebe  

(Belcher) Clay via their son Henry who 

married Rhoda Shrewsbury. 

 

Melody DiPiazza of Trappe, MD, de-

scends from Henry Clay and Mary  

Mitchell via their daughter Amey who 

married William Green. 

 

Jennifer Gerken of Lithia, FL, de-

scends from Henry and Lucy (Green) 

Clay via their son Henry who married 

Rachel Povall. 

 

Sandy Jackson of Virginia Beach, VA, 

descends from Charles and Hannah 

(Wilson) Clay’s grandson John Clay (b. 

1698) and his wife Mary via their son 

Isham. 

 

Betsy Jones of Maumee, OH, descends 

from Mitchell and Phoebe (Belcher) 

Clay via their son Mitchell Clay Jr. 

 

Carol Lukander of Glen Saint Mary, 

FL, descends from Joseph W Clay (1804

-1853 VA, NC, TN, AR) and Sarah 

Greer Fletcher (1822-1862 TN, AR, 

TN).  She may descend from Henry 

Clay and Lucy Green. 

 

Kelly Mercer of Stanton, NE, de-

scends from Henry and Mary (Mitchell) 

Clay via their daughter Amey who mar-

ried William Green. 

 

Michael Nantkes of Patuxent River , 

MD, descends from Maine Clays. 

 

Charles Pelham of Wetumka, AL, 

descends from Henry and Lucy (Green) 

Clay via their son Samuel Green Clay 

who married Martha “Patsy” Wall. 
 

Continued on page 12 
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NEWS IN THE FAMILY 

 

PIECES OF CLAY 
 

is published and copyrighted by 

the Clay Family Society, Inc.  

All rights reserved. 

 
Email: 

publisher@clayfamilysociety.net 

 
ClayFamilySociety: 

https://tinyurl.com/byd56rju 

 
On Facebook: 

http://tinyurl.com/hsj4th9 

   Kudoes to webmaster John 

Clay, who, whilst implementing 

our new website, brought back 

over twenty lapsed members.  

Knowing that many genealogy 

societies are struggling or fold-

ing, CFS is proud that it remains 

vital with 132 members! 

   Member Gynger Cook has 

donated her many years of re-

search to the Virginia Room in 

Roanoke, Virginia’s main li-

brary.  Gynger says “Hopefully 

one day it will help someone 

down the line.”  Thank you, 

Gynger! 

   Don’t forget that members can 

access back issues of the PoC 

and Gathering booklets on our 

website.  Select Publications:  

https://tinyurl.com/3uxh8d8n 

Continued from page 11 

Ian Ralby of Owings Mills, MD, 

descends from Sen. Henry and 

Julia (Prather) Clay via their 

daughter Anne (Clay) McDowell. 

 

Charles Reed of Shrevepor t, 

LA, may descend from Sen. Hen-

ry Clay. 

 

Anne Reiss of Vista, CA, de-

scends from Charles and Hannah 

(Wilson) Clay’s grandson James 

Clay who married Margaret Muse. 

 

Maureen Robinson of Cheshire, 

UK, descends from one of the 

Hercules Clays of Derbyshire, 

England.  Her DNA may connect 

to Clays in Virginia. 
 

Susan Schoch of Setauket, NY, 

descends from Massachusetts Bay 

Colony Clays:  Jonas and Mary 

(Batson) Clay via their son Jonas 

who married Mary Allen. 
 

Donald Shores of Festus, MO, 

descends from John and Charity 

(Blackburn) Clay.  His DNA may 

connect to Sen. Henry Clay. 
 

Kaye Trampler of Richmond, 

VA, is member Roberta Rust’s 

sister.  They descend from Henry 

and Lucy (Green) Clay via their 

son Thomas who married Susanna 

Watkins. 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

   We were saddened to learn of the deaths of 

several members plus families of two board 

members.  We share our deepest sympathies 

with the members of these families: 

 

   Baker G. “Bob” Clay died 

in May 2018.  He was a long-

time member and wrote The 

Legacy of John Clay (https://

tinyurl.com/9k4869vd).   

His daughter Tiffany has 

joined CFS to continue in her 

father’s footsteps. 

 

   Grace Shannon died last 

December (https://

tinyurl.com/4mxtek55).  She 

was a founding member of the 

Clay Family Society and at-

tended most of the Gather-

ings, always with her first 

cousin, CFS member Julia 

Mortenson. They are descendants of Henry 

Clay and Rachel (Povall) Clay via their 

daughter Mary Ann who married Thomas 

Dawson. 

 

  Nancy Vaughan died in 

April 2020 (https://

tinyurl.com/pm482jpc).  She 

was a founding member of the 

Clay Family Society and pro-

vided us with much local and 

family knowledge about 

Beckley, WV, and surrounds.  

Both the 2004 (Beckley) and 2016 (Glade 

Springs) gatherings were greatly improved by  

all that she shared with us. 

 

   Jack Pittano, husband of honorary CFS 

member and board director Linda (Cheeks) 

Pittano, died last January. 

 

  Kris (Dunford) Stump & Bruce Dunford, 

siblings of board member Pat Dunford, died in 

January and March 2021. 

...New Members... 

   Member Ian Ralby is a 5g-

grandson of Sen. Henry.  Check 

out his talk about his lineage:  

“Henry Clay's Legacy of States-

manship”: 

https://tinyurl.com/4jekm9xt. 

mailto:editor@clayfamilysociety.org
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