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President's Message
There’s been a beehive of activity at CFS over the past months.  
 
First, with no small regret we announce that Casie Clay Branson has 
reluctantly stepped aside as president of CFS. We know she’s putting 
her extra time to good use as she recently earned her credentials as 
a Licensed Clinical Social Worker. Congratulations, Casie! We’ll miss 
your thoughtful leadership but are thrilled for your professional 
success.  
 
You’ll also have seen emails about a number of innovations at CFS.  
 
A vote by Membership overwhelmingly approved conducting 
meetings online. This allows us to operate much more flexibly and 
include the voices of members who can’t travel, for whatever reason.  
 
Our 2022 Gathering will be a hybrid meeting. Some members have 
opted to gather in person at Brenham, Texas. Others will join online. 
Frankly, this is exhilarating (and a little scary). We welcome input 
from members who are experienced in conducting online or hybrid 
meetings.  
 
This leads to two other important topics: 
 
1. Unlike the past, elections for Board members will be held by email 
ahead of our Business Meeting.  
 
2. Also, setting a new normal, our Business Meeting will be held 
online before the Gathering. The time and date are: Saturday 
September 17, 2022, at 4 pm Eastern. Do make every effort to 
attend.  
 
We’re also delighted by this new HTML-format for Pieces of Clay 
created by Kennerly Clay with help from John Clay. Thank you!  
 

https://clayfamilysociety.net/gathering-info/


2022 Clay Family Gathering Schedule

Come one, come all! The Clay Family Gathering schedule 
for in-person (in Brenham, Texas) and online participation is 
available on the Clay Family Society main page. There's still 
time to register if you wish to join us!

Rachel Findlay in Alabama?  
Huntsville History site surfaces intriguing info

Mitchell Clay, Recorded July 6, 1810

https://clayfamilysociety.net/
https://clayfamilysociety.net/gathering-info/
https://clayfamilysociety.net/rachel-findlay-in-alabama/


Land Grants, Westward Expansion and Pioneering Clays

Map of the Land Grant of the Kansas Pacific Railway, from 
Kansas City, Mo. to Denver Col. T.

https://clayfamilysociety.net/land-grants-westward/


Historic Jamestown Endangered

Graveyard at Jamestowne
Source: Sarah Stierch, CC BY-SA 2.0 via Wikimedia Commons

http://%3Chttps://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0%3E,
https://clayfamilysociety.net/historic-jamestowne/


Botherum House: A Memorial to Sally Ann Clay

Read republished article from Kentucky Genealogical 
Society on the CFS website.

In Memoriam
We were saddened to learn that long time CFS member Shirley 
(Quakenbush) Burnside died in 2020. She was an active 
member who, along with her husband Jim, attended several CFS 
Gatherings. Those of us who knew her will miss her 
contributions to our Clay history. 

Virginia Ann Murdock “Gynger” Cook has passed on. 
Gynger was a driving force in starting CFS and a dedicated 
leader. She also spearheaded the present restoration of the 
Rev. Charles Clay family cemetery in Lynchburg, VA. She 
will be missed. We send condolences to her family.

Pat Dunford, who has worn many CFS hats for decades and is 
keeper of much Clay knowledge, recently lost her husband 
Richard Guthrie. We send our condolences to Pat and her 
family.

We are deeply saddened by the death of Doris J. Floyd 
Rolland, mother of CFS member Shari Phillips.  She was a 
descendant of Gen. Green Clay. Doris was a retired Director of 
Special Education. In 2009, Rolland-Warner Middle 
Schlool, Lapeer, Michigan, was named in her honor. Our 
thoughts are with her family. 

https://clayfamilysociety.net/botherum-house-a-memorial-to-sally-ann-clay/


In Every Issue  
 

CFS video lecture series
Join us (virtually) for informative historical and cultural 
lectures and insights.

Submission guidelines
Have Clay-related stories, genealogical insights or other 
Clay family content that others might be interested in? 
Share with us!

Find us on Facebook
Be sure to join the conversation on the CFS Community 
Facebook page.

Calling All Clays
We need Clay male DNA! Find out more about the Clay 
pedigree project.

Book Corner
CFS member authors and Clay-related content

Join Us!
Share the Clay Family Society with Clay relatives or 
researchers. 

Haven’t logged in lately?
Stop into the CFS website.
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